
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUO LOGOS 
 

I have experienced October in a 
variety of places: Southern, 
Central, and Northern California; 
Ft. Worth, Texas; the Big Island 
of Hawaii; Fort Dodge, Iowa and 
Phoenix, Arizona.   I decided to 
study for the ministry in October 
(1968) and was ordained in 
October 8 years later. 

 
This October we find ourselves at Shepherd picking 
up steam into a new year (no, summer in these 
parts isn’t over until October!) of planning and 
activity.  Our Pastoral Search Committee is close to 
final formation and the holidays will be upon us 
before we know it.   
 
I like October in Arizona.  It’s still warm, but not too 
much so.  Our choir is back, our snow birds are 
gradually returning, we just finished another hosting 
of Family Promise and our optimism is up.   
 
Every change of seasons reminds us of God’s 
order and dependability.  Those changes come 
according to the Divine’s plan, in spite of our 
fussing and fuming about the mundane details of 
our living.  Autumn comes, to refresh us again with 
the certainty of God’s presence among us, the 
cooling of our days, the drying of the leaves on our 
trees (some of them!), and the promise of the 
Coming of the Christ.  
 
May this month be a blessing for you as it is for me.  
Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Jim 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 
by Jeanne Roper 
Meet Mary Kay Smith… 

I’d like to introduce you to 
another volunteer at Shepherd 
of the Hills.  That volunteer is  
 

 
Mary Kay Smith.   May Kay was born in Greenfield, 
Ohio where she met her husband, Darrell, during 
her senior year in high school.  Mary Kay and 
Darrell married in 1956.  During that time, Mary Kay 
was employed in several different offices 
performing secretarial work.  They then lived in 
Columbus, Ohio and also in Texas and Florida 
while Darrell spent three years in the Air Force.  
The Smiths moved to Arizona, never having been 
to the Grand Canyon state, due to their eldest son 
having severe asthma.  Their son’s doctor told 
them to move from the wet Ohio climate to the dry 
climate in Arizona. 
Mary Kay and Darrell have lived in their house in 
Arcadia for many years.  They have two daughters, 
one son and five grandchildren.  Their five 
grandchildren all live in the Phoenix area. 
Mary Kay has volunteered in many different 
capacities at Shepherd of the Hills.  When she first 
started attending SOH, Tony Robinson was pastor.  
She then shared the diaconate position on Council 
with friend and neighbor, Judy Peirce.  She also 
worked on the many mailings that the church sent 
out over the years and helped cover the office 
phones in the afternoon.  She also participated in 
the Open Table and Family Promise teams.  Both 
of these teams try to help families out of the cycle 
of homelessness.  She also volunteers to assist in 
the kitchen whenever asked and also participates in 
the Wise Guys covenant group at SOH. 
Over the years, Mary Kay has worked alongside 
Darrell in maintaining the grounds at SOH.  Many 
times you could see the two of them trimming 
shrubs, cutting down trees or mowing the yard.  
Doing just about anything that needed to be done 
to make Shepherd a more beautiful campus.   
Mary Kay calls herself a “creature of habit”.  If she 
likes something, then she usually sticks with it.  
Just like she has “stuck” with Shepherd of the Hills 
regardless of the changes in pastoral staff over the 
years.  For Mary Kay, it’s the sense of community 
that she enjoys at Shepherd and that is what she 
strives to promote whenever and however she is 
volunteering.  Thanks for all you do, Mary Kay, at 
Shepherd of the Hills.  We are lucky to have you.  
Keep up the good work!!    
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   THE HILLS PRESCHOOL REPORT 
By Nola Enge 

Finally, autumn 
weather! Our little 
people are enjoying the 
change and much 
more exploration and 
play time in the 
"outdoor classroom". 

Our school is on the younger side this year with 
new families joining our community after a large 
group left for Kindergarten. Our children range in 
age from 18-months-old through Pre-Kindergarten. 
As always, with all ages, our greatest focus is on 
emotional and social development: Learning to 
communicate, hearing another friend's perspective, 
managing emotions, feeling the beginnings of 
empathy, introducing oneself to groups and feeling 
the joy that companionship brings. I can't help but 
think in these polarizing times that this work is very 
important for their future civic and personal lives. 
I'm sure many of us wish for greater empathy, 
understanding and playing with friends! 
We look next to Trunk or Treat fun with our 
church/school/Arcadia community.  See you there 
on Halloween night!  A great time to play together 
with friends of all ages. 
 

WISE GUYS AND TRUTHSEEKERS RETURN 
Wise Guys Covenant Group will resume monthly 
meetings beginning on Tuesday evening, October 
11 at 7 p.m. in the home of Darrell and Mary K 
Smith.   We have invited Jim Meadows to join 
us.   Looking forward to visiting with you after a 
long summer. 
 

Truth Seekers will meet in the Fire Place room at 
the church, on Tuesday, October 18th at 1:00 PM. 
Hank and Reba Craig will host the meeting. 
 

Both groups are open for new members at this 
time.  Anyone who is interested in being part of a 
Covenant group can contact the hosts of the first 
meeting, or Lionel or Doris Miles at 480-699-9059. 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS… 
Jim & Judy Welker’s son, Steven, passed away 
August 21, 2016 in Huntington Beach, CA at age 
50.  Steve was confirmed at Shepherd of the Hills, 
was in the Boy Scout Group at the Church and 
served as Acolyte for Sunday Services.  He had a 
lot of friends there and a lot of memories.  He had a 
very successful career as a Financial 
Representative and will be greatly missed by family 
and friends.  He leaves parents Jim and Judy, his 
brother Dan and wife Tara and children Mia, Tom 
and Cassidy. 

GOD IS GOOD….. 

AND I AM GRATEFUL 

submitted by Gail Kohler 

As a bipolar elder, twenty-one years ago I was 
locked out of my home.  I lived on the streets of 
Scottsdale for six months in 110 degree heat.  No 
money.  No home.  No friends or family.  No food. 
Not even a dog to wag his tail at me.  My daily 
nourishment was one Milky Way and a Coke.  It 
was the most horrific thing that ever happened to 
me…..But it made me a better person.  God’s 
purpose became apparent to me:  Together we 
have saved five people from suicide. 
 
Today I am grateful to have shelter in one room at 
Kivel Manor.  As an interior decorator I have 
assisted my neighbors in sprucing up their 
dwellings.  “Arthur” is ecstatic over his “man-cave.”  
“Shari” is so happy with her home that she threw a 
party to show it off.   
 
As mentioned in last month’s Shepherd Life my 
decorating services are free (for a donation to the 
church) for Shepherd attendees. 
 
My advice on the way to heal from hardship is: use 
the talents that God has given you to help others… 
(Call Gail Kohler 480-519-4746)    

 
ICM NEWS 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

Client counts continue to increase at ICM. The 
needs are many: shoes, underwear, men's and 
children's clothing, housewares and hygiene 
products. Please donate what you can. Bags and 
pill bottles are in short supply, too. The annual ICM 
fundraiser is November 6, at the home of June and 
Leonard Anderson's son in the Phoenix Country 
Club. It will be a lovely event in a beautiful setting. 
Check ICMAZ.org for details. 

 
GOOD EARTH 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

Monthly Good Earth coffee sales will resume 
Sunday, October 2nd.   Sadly, though, no chocolate 
until November.   Please stop by and replenish your 
supply of fair-trade coffee. 
The Good Earth group will resume their monthly 
meetings on Monday, October 3rd at 7PM in the 
Parish House.  Please consider joining. 

 
 

http://app-promo.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/fall1.jpg 

tel:480-699-9059


 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st Bob Hipke  
1st Tami Loewen  
3rd Steve Davis  
3rd Craig Splain        
4th Jim Newman  
6th Tina Bennett  
6th Marian Hoff  
8th Jeanette Baker  
8th Jerry Trickel  
9th Nola Enge  
10th Shirley Siner  
11th Joe Coltman  
12th Claire Hetrick  
12th Jacob Hetrick  
13th Alison Steinmetz  
13th Carson Trickel  
14th Rob Hart  
15th Windsor Hart  
17th George Kreutzer  
17th Sandy Wendt  
18th Mary Kay Smith  
19th Carly Janiga  
20th Mary Gilchrist  
20th Mike Spahle  
21st Candace Amundsen  
23rd Ted Roper   
28th Chris Devine   
28th Ruthanne Cochran  
28th John Cook   
28th Brian Shackelford  
28th Jenna Warren   
31st Sandie Hoffman  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

NEWS 
 

The Book Club will meet on Thursday, October 
20th at 11:30 AM in the Parish House 
library/conference room.  All are welcome!  Bring a 
lunch and a beverage. Come join us to share a 
favorite book. 
 

MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 

 submitted by Laura Minnick 

As we begin our journey together, in search for a 
Shepherd of the Hills called pastor, I’m reminded 
that time offers reflection, and attention offers keen 
understanding of our needs.  We’ve had quite some 
time without a solid leader, we can call our own, at 
Shepherd.  I’m grateful for the visiting Pastor’s and 
Lay Leaders that helped our worship continue, and 
now with Rev Meadow’s gentle, and rich leadership 
to continue until we call our Pastor.   
 

October 4th, Rev Bill Lyons, SWC Interim 
Conference Pastor will attend Shepherd of the Hills 
Council Meeting, to discuss next steps in preparing 
for our search and call.  More than 20 Shepherd 
members were invited to serve on the Search 
Committee, and we’ve got a solid six members that 
said yes.  Once Council votes on these 
recommendations for the Search Committee, we 
will announce the names.   
 

October 8th, both the SOH Council, and the Search 
Committee will attend a Retreat, to work on our 
mission, vision and core values – and define where 
we’ve been, and where we want to go.   Stay 
committed, stay engaged, and let’s take our Church 
into the next century, ok, well decade for now.  I 
have faith that all things, come back around.   
 

My Best, 
Laura Minnick 
 

VIP CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY SESSION  
Join VIP at 6:30 pm, Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 
Shepherd of the Hills United Church of Christ.  
Come hear where the candidates stand on Criminal 
Justice Reform, Public Education Funding, 
Workforce Development/Job Training, Welcoming 
the Stranger--Refugee Resettlement.  Confirmed 
Guests/Candidates include Kate Brophy McGee, 
Dr. Eric Meyer, Kelli Butler, Mary Hamway, Maria 
Syms, Dana Saar, John Heep, Linda Thor, Bob 
Burns, Tom Chapin, Bill Mundell, Paul Penzone. 
Please contact Judy Eighmey for more information. 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

In order to vote in the November 8th Election you 
must register to vote by Monday, October 10th.   
 

NOTICE FOR ALL BOOKLOVERS 

Be sure to stop by the Book Cart in the 
Narthex.  The Cart has been completely restocked 
and the Library in Fellowship Hall also has added 
some new books. If you have finished your summer 
reading, please consider donating to our 
library.  Thank You! 
 



 
 

SERMON THEMES FOR OCTOBER 2016 
 

October 2 World Communion Sunday 
Liturgy for Worldwide Communion Sunday 
Second Sacred Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-14 CEV 
Title: “Guarding the Good Treasure” 
 
October 9 
First Sacred Reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading: Luke 17: 11-19 NRSV 
Title: “Only 1 in 10” 
 
October 16 
First Sacred Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading: Luke 18:1-8 NRSV 
Title: “A Squeaky Wheel” 
 
October 23 
First Sacred Reading: Psalm 65 NRSV  
Second Sacred Reading: Luke 18:9-14 
Title: “Man in the Mirror” 
 
October 30 
TBA 

 
 
 

 

DIAPER DRIVE 

submitted by Gabi Young 

It's amazing to think that October is almost here 
bringing with it Halloween, pumpkin-flavored 
everything, cooler weather, AND our diaper drive 
on October 2nd! That Sunday marks the last day of 
National Diaper Need Awareness Week - a week 
intended to help make a difference in the lives of 
the 5.3 million children in the US ages 0-3 who live 
in poor or low-income families. 
 

Please consider stopping by our house at  
6226 East Monterey Way 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251  
between 9am-2pm on Sunday the 2nd to drop off 
wipes, diapers, or a monetary donation. We will 
have tax receipts available. All donations will be 
given to the Diaper Bank of Central Arizona who 
supports the diaper needs of over 30 non-profits 
locally. Additionally, we will have treats and drinks if 
you want to come and stay a while! 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and 
thank you to those who have already donated. Big 
or small, all donations will help to make local babies 
and families healthier, happier, and more 
successful! See you there!  

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Shepherd Hall will be closed to ALL from Friday, 
October 7th at noon through Monday morning the 
10th of October.  The floors are being stripped and 
waxed and will need to time to seal after it is 
completed.  Please do not enter during that time. 
Please contact the church office with any concerns. 

 
 

YOU’RE INVITED!!   

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Decorate your car's trunk and welcome trick-or-
treaters...or just come to trick-or-treat with your 
friends in a child-safe environment!  This takes 
place in the large church parking lot and lawn. 
Friends and neighbors welcome 
Face Painting! Fun Activities for Kids! Pizza, 
popcorn, Halloween Cookies! 
Date: Monday, October 31, 2016  
Time: 5:30PM 

 
If you are willing or able to help at Trunk or Treat as 
a face painter, server or to Decorate your trunk and 
pass out candy or other treats please contact the 
church office or email Tina Bennett at 
tina@vanillaswirl.com 

 

 

 



SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 

OUR FAMILY OF USHERS 

submitted by Diana Schneeman 

Bless our ushers who seamlessly prepare for each 
Sunday morning service. They organize together 
overseeing each event’s needs; they step in for 
those who are unable to usher; they are the right 
arm for our pastor, they help serve during 
communion, they provide back up for audio and 
video , they order and maintain our sanctuary 
supplies; they help prepare for holiday events, 
potlucks, bake and Good Earth sales, Family 
Promise, as well as other functions. As Usher 
Coordinator, I lovingly call them our “Silent 
Shepherds”. They stand in the background 
watching over our congregation ready to serve and 
help those in need during any service. 
I am so blessed and grateful to get to know each 
usher over the past 7 years. With their willingness 
and devotion, they give Shepherd their valuable 
time in so many ways. And, kudos to our choir 
members who volunteer to usher during summer 
months when our choir is on break and many 
ushers are away for the summer. 
Approximately each month I email a newsletter, 
“REMINDER and NEWS” to the ushers. It reflects 
up-to-date usher news, reminders of holidays, 
special events we prepare for, and the monthly 
schedule with volunteer’s names, dates and times. 
The newsletter may also  announce a special 
birthday, anniversary, holiday, or a loss of one of 
our own. There are instructions for each usher 
function. My intention is that the most precious 
thing we could have is that we know each other and 
feel like family. We have common goals and have 
formed special friendships. We have also formed a 
special bond with the entire choir, a most talented 
group whose devotion knows no bounds. 
If anyone would like to join our Silent Shepherds 
(our Family of Ushers) please do not hesitate to let 
one of the ushers know. We will welcome you with 
open arms and with easy training you may join our 
wonderful family. I will also gladly place you on my 
email list if you simply wish to receive the 
“REMINDER and NEWS” email. If you do, see me 
at service, call or email me. 
ALSO, I would be remiss if I did not mention that, if 
interested, you have an open invitation to join our 
beautiful choir led by our very own talented director 
of music, Xuelai Wu. Our choir is a “GIANT” part of 
Shepherd’s life. Their work and talent shines 
throughout the year…..and, again, knows no 
bounds. If you wish to join this talented group, 
simply go to anyone of the choir members and they 
will welcome you with a song in their heart. Even if 

you wish to only sing during the holiday season, 
please do not hesitate to ask.  
Many, many thanks to all of these precious and 
talented representatives of Shepherd.  
Diana Schneeman – 602.799.8791 
(dianamschneeman@cox.net)  
SOH Usher Coordinator 
 

 

 
 

 

FUNNIES REPRINTED COURTESY OF THE 

READER’S DIGEST: 

 
A PRIEST, A MINISTER AND A RABBI 
A priest, a minister, and a rabbi want to see who’s 
best at his job. So each one goes into the woods, 

finds  a bear, and attempts to convert it. Later, they 

all get together. The priest begins: “When I found 
the bear, I read to him from the catechism and 
sprinkled him with holy water. Next week is his first 
Communion.” 
“I found a bear by the stream,” says the minister, 
“and preached God’s holy Word. The bear was so 
mesmerized that he let me baptize him.” 
They both look down at the rabbi, who is lying on a 
gurney in a body cast. “Looking back,” he says, 

“maybe I shouldn’t have started with the  
circumcision.” 
 
GOD IS WATCHING….. 
When I went to a Christian school, I walked into the 
cafeteria and there on the table was a plate of fruit. 
Next to it was a sign that said "Take one. God is 
watching."  
Next to the fruit was a plate of cookies, which had a 
sign next to it, written by a fellow student, that said 
"Take as many as you want. God is watching the 
fruit."  
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October 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

Outreach and 
Special Offering 

for October= 

Neighbors In 
Need 

KICK OFF 
STEWARDSHIP 

DRIVE THIS 
MONTH! 

 
   8:30AM Yoga 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10AM Worship  
World Communion 
Sunday 

Neighbors in 
Need Offering 
Good Earth 
Sales 

7PM Good Earth 
Group Meeting-
Parish House 

 

6:30PM Church 
Council Meeting 

 

 

 

10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

 

10AM Bridge 

 

 

Shepherd Hall 
closed through 
Monday OCT 10 

11AM 
Leadership 
Retreat-off site 

1:00-4:00PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art(Parish 
House) 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

10AM Worship 

 

Shepherd Hall 
closed through 
Monday OCT 10 

ICM Pick Up 7AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
@Randy’s 

 

7PM Wiseguys 
@ Darrell & 
Mary Kay 
Smith’s 

 

 

 

10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

 

 

6:30PM VIP 
Candidate 
Accountability 
Session-
Shepherd Hall 

 

 

 

10AM Bridge 8:30AM Yoga 

 

 

 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

10AM Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1PM 
Truthseekers, 
Fireplace Room 

10AM Wednes. 
Wanderings 
Noon-Senior 
Sandwich 
Seminar 
6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 
 

 

11:30AM Book 
Club, Parish 
House 

10AM Bridge 
 

10AM Second 
Saturday 
Covenant 
Group, 
Shepherd Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30AM Yoga 

 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

10AM Worship 

 

 

 

30 

10AM Worship 

 

 

ICM Pick Up 

 

 

 

31 

5:30PM Trunk 

Or Treat  

 
10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 10AM Bridge  

8:30AM Yoga 

 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 
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Phoenix, AZ 85018-4599 
 
   Address Correction Requested 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through our ministry of hospitality, we provide space to the following: 
 

Sun. - 3:00pm   Marshallese Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. - 4:00pm   Meditation Group in Parish House 

Mon. - 8:00pm   AA Group in Hall  

Tues. - 6:30pm    AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen in Hall 

Wed. - 8:00pm      AA Group in Hall 

2
nd

 Thurs – 5:30pm Girl Scouts in Hall 

Mon.-Sat. - 7:00am    First Light AA Group in Fireplace Room 

Sat. – 8:30am  Hatha Yoga in Hall/2
nd

 Saturdays Beginners Ballet 

Sat. – 1:00pm  United Art of AZ in Hall 

 
 

Parish House Office Space ~ Rebel & Divine United Church of Christ Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 


