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Dear Shepherd Family, 
 
I can hardly believe it has been an entire year since I joined you in minis-
try. I first want to extend thanks on behalf of both Ernie and myself (and 
Matteo!) for welcoming us so lovingly and so graciously into your homes 
and hearts over this past year. We feel truly blessed to be here and to 
share this journey with each and every one of you. 
 
I want to thank you also for your willingness to journey with me into new 
and challenging areas in my own ministry and in our life together. I have 
been so excited by the opportunities to try new things and bring faces 
both new and known into our church from all over the valley and the Unit-
ed States! 
 
As a kid who grew up on the farm, I know that you can’t just watch the 
fields and wait for something to pop up. To that end, this past year has 
been all about planting seeds. As I inch closer to Vicki’s deadline for 
printing this letter, I am struck by just how much we have accomplished; 
so much that I may have forgotten some details, but know that we have a 
lot more in store for 2019! 
 
Some highlights from 2018 include Shepherd’s involvement in: 
 
Civic Engagement 
In 2018, over 100 donations were made to the American Red Cross, and 
in January alone, our Shepherd family donated enough blood to save 39 
lives! We also ran seven Planned Collections, raising $17,081, and 
monthly Special Collections that benefitted organizations who support re-
lief efforts for those affected by homelessness and domestic violence, of-
fer disaster relief assistance, and support teachers and education reform. 
We also ran very successful diaper and turkey drives. Thank you to eve-
ryone who has donated, and especially to our Outreach Chair, Gabi 
Young for coordinating this life-affirming, and indeed, life-giving ministry. 
Please read Gabi’s report to learn more about how we are showing up for 
our community. 
 
Our Shepherd family represented at many of the various Marches and 
Walks around the Valley in 2018, including the MLK Walk, The March for 
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Our Lives, VIP and #RedforEd. We also had the opportunity to open our doors to students and 
faculty displaced by the Education Strike. I am so pleased to walk with you as we lift our voices for 
justice. 
 
In April, a small delegation from Shepherd of the Hills, including myself, Ernie Gregg and Judy 
Eighmey, met several other pastors and parishioners at the Arizona Department of Corrections 
State Prison in Florence to take a tour of Arizona’s Condemned Row, more commonly known as 
“Death Row.” It was a rare opportunity to take a look at the very heart of the corrections system 
and those in attendance learned quite a bit. If you might be interested in taking a tour like this in 
the future, please contact me for more info. 
 
Family Promise, already a meaningful and essential ministry, has grown at Shepherd even in my 
short time here due to the diligence and dedication of Bill Janiga and Beth Franco and our won-
derfully caring congregation. Our LDS neighbors got involved in our most recent week of hosting 
and the feedback that I have received from them has been glowing. Confronting Homelessness is 
a cause that is near and dear to me, and I can’t tell you how much it warms my heart to witness 
the embrace that this church has shown to those in the margins of society. Thank you to everyone 
involved for your dedication and hard work, and for sharing that work with our neighbors. 
 
Holiday Fun 
We had the opportunity to start new traditions while honoring old in 2018 as we put on several hol-
iday fetes. We were visited on Palm Sunday by our friend Susan Morgan and two sweet little don-
keys. We had an Easter Egg Hunt and walked in the Arcadia Fourth of July Parade. After a hot 
summer, we welcomed the fall with a rockin’ Trunk or Treat. We gathered to celebrate our First 
Annual Thanksgiving Potluck (who knew there were so many recipes for stuffing?), and we also 
gathered for a Christmas Eve Soup Supper. 
 
Shepherd put on a wonderful Christmas Cantata by our own choir, and also hosted the Christmas 
Choir Concert, put on by our friends LDS friends right here in Arcadia, giving us a wonderful op-
portunity to close out the year by making new friends and showing the neighborhood our radical 
hospitality. 
 
Ecumenism 
By the time you read this report, we will have, along with our LDS friends, successfully hosted the 
second Arcadia Ministerium, a gathering of clergy in our area who meet to discuss needs and 
goals for our neighborhood. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to serve those in our local com-
munity and ask “what can we do better together?” 
 
If you know me, you know that Ecumenism, that is promoting unity among the world’s Church, is 
very important to me. To that end, I have gathered and host a successful bi-monthly UCC Clergy 
Covenant Group with a handful of UCC Pastors. This has been incredibly rewarding and I have 
benefitted greatly from the camaraderie and time spent with my clergy colleagues. 
 
Personal 
Religion and Church isn’t just my life’s work, it’s also my hobby (don’t worry, I also go to museums 
and listen to music and love to travel), and after joining the Shepherd family, in an effort to better 
align my time with our mission, I have taken a fresh look at some of my commitments. After a dec-
ade plus, I have stepped down from the Arizona Faith Network Board, with my last event being the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service. I have been nominated, and accepted the role of Vice 
President of Education for AZIM, the Arizona Interfaith Movement, which is very exciting as it will 



present many opportunities for Interfaith dialogue and Ecumenism, the first being the event we host-
ed and co-sponsored with SEMA Foundation, “Islam’s Jesus” with author Zeki Saritoprak. 
 
I continue to serve on the Southwest Conference Executive Board, and have been nominated to 
serve another term, which, due to term limits, would be my last. Serving in this role puts me at the 
forefront of the good work churches in the Southwest Conference are doing, and allows me to high-
light ours. 
 
I have been nominated to the United Church of Christ National Board. If that happens, it would take 
me away twice a year to Cleveland for Executive Board meetings. All other meetings and related ac-
tivity happens virtually. This role will allow me a greater amount of input at the national level and ac-
cess to the tools that will really enable us to lift our voices. 
 
One lifelong dream that is within my reach is embarking on a trip to the Holy Land in the summer, 
and as I learn more, I will share more! 
 
Growth and Goals 
I would like to increase attendance. We have been hovering at around 90 weekly, and it would be 
amazing to get the number to 100. As always, if there is anyone you are missing from church, give 
them a call and invite them, and please let me know if you hear of anyone’s illness, or if they just 
need a visit. It is my honor to call upon them. 
 
I also want to set a goal of 19 new members in 2019. As of this writing, we have four people slated 
to become members, so this is doable! 
 
I hope what comes across is that my ministry is one of partnership. There is a lot of work to be done, 
but there are also a lot of folks doing good work all around us. If we do that work together, we will 
accomplish so much. I want to thank everyone who serves on our Church Council, including Joe 
Coltman and John Schneeman, who are stepping away from the council after many years of dedi-
cated service. Thanks also to our co-moderators, Mary Curtis and Bill Janiga, our Staff, Vicki Hauser 
and Abraham Villa, our Outreach Chair, Gabi Young, and especially our Congregation for showing 
up and doing that work. I am so excited for our future! 
In Faith, 

Pastor Rock. 

 

The family of Jerry L. Trickel thank all of you for your prayers, 
words of comfort and support through the death of Jerry on   
October 20, 2018 and the car accident of Val on October 23, 
2018.  We appreciate the love and carrying from all whom were 
at Jerry's service. We are especially appreciative of Pastor 
Rock, Rev. Tina Campbell, Dan Kurek, Missy Shackleford, and 
the Sanctuary Choir. Jerry was interned in the Rose Garden as 
he wished.  



GOOD EARTH 
 

Coffee and chocolate 
will be sold Sunday, 
February 3. Stop by 
our table before or after the ser-
vice. A new shipment of    coffee 
has arrived! 

ICM FOOD & CLOTHING BANK 
Our clients are much in need of warmth this time of 
year: blankets, sweatshirts, jackets, socks, shoes. As 
always, the need is greatest for men and older boys. 
If you have these items to share, please drop them in 
the ICM donation box.  
 
 

Hungry for Girl Scout 
cookies?   Shepherd's 
own troop will be selling 
after service on  Sunday, 
February 10.  

 
PERIOD PACKING STUFFING   
Feminine products are in demand for low in-
come girls.  Join Shepherd's Girl Scout troop 
on Thursday, April 11 from 5:45-7:30 in  
Fellowship Hall as they stuff period packs. 
RSVP to Brit Kimball at:  
brittandra@gmail.com or (602)770-5057.  

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Anyone wishing to submit    articles and other bits of news for the 
newsletter please send via email to:  
sohucc@gmail.com, via phone you can call (602)840-3130 Ext 13.  If 

I am not available please leave a detailed message as well as a way to get in touch 
with you if there are any questions or you can drop off items in the church office.  All 
items should be received by no later than the  25th.  Anything received later will be 
held for the following month. 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Ginny Coltman   1st 

Joan Reynolds   3rd 

Christopher Murphy   5th 

Willy Janiga    5th 

Val Trickel    8th 

Val Wallace    9th 

Laura Murphy   9th 

David Keene    12th 

Ceili Olney    19th 

Seth Janiga    21st 

John Forster II            22nd 

Hank Craig    23rd 

Betty Hipke    24th 

Alice Rice    24th 

Demi Drake    27th 

Peter Schmidt   28th 



Summary of 2019 Budget Meeting 
By Lew Shaw 

 
Outgoing-treasurer Joe Coltman gave an upbeat report on the Church’s 2018 financial picture and 
presented a balanced budget for 2019 at a January 27 meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Total income for 2018 amounted to $296,339, which was $31,000 or 16% over the budgeted figure. 
Income from pledges was $168,611, or 57% of total income. Expenses came to $260,792, which 
was $10,208 under budget. The result of increased income and judicious spending resulted in a sur-
plus for the year of $35,547. 
 
Joe Coltman opened his presentation saying, “I never cease to be amazed at how much the Con-
gregation steps up to support the Church. We have turned a corner, and our giving has stabilized. 
We now have a vision and know where we are going. For that, I give credit to Pastor Rock and our 
Church Council.” 
 
In response to a question, co-moderator Mary Curtis said the main thrust this past year was to build 
the Congregation and to take care of needed upgrades to the physical plant, such as the air condi-
tioning system in the Sanctuary. She added there will be a celebration of the Church’s 60

th
 anniver-

sary in 2019 when greater emphasis will be placed on education and programs that benefit the 
membership as well as bring more people on campus. A long-range plan for improvements to and 
better utilization of the campus facilities will also be addressed. 
 
Summary of the proposed 2019 budget: 

INCOME 
Pledges & non-pledge income  $202,158 

 Special Offerings    6,000 
 Rent & Facilities Usage   37,192 
 Endowment Distribution (5%)  6,000 
 Anniversary Fund-Raiser   2,000 
 Carryover from 2018   25,000 
 TOTAL INCOME    $278,350 
   EXPENSES 
 Staff Compensation    $173,600 
 Committee Funding & non-payroll  82,750 
 Outreach     22,000 
 TOTAL EXPENSES    $278,350 
The Church’s consolidated funds as of December 31, 2018 stood at $317,133. 

NURSERY WORKER 

We are searching for  another Nursery worker for 
Sunday mornings.  If you know someone who may be 
interested in this position please contact the Church 
office or send an email to  roperaz@gmail.com 
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FEBRUARY 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 OFFICE 
HOURS 

Mon-Thurs 
9AM-2PM 
Fri 
9AM-Noon 
Other times 
by Appt 

   1 2 

8:30AM Yoga, H 
 

10AM UAA, H 
 

1PM K2 Kids, H 
 

1PM Art w/Lu, FP 
 

3PM Islam’s Jesus, S 

310AM Worship 

Good Earth Sales 
Annual Meeting after 
Worship, S 
1:30PM Marshallese 
Worship, H 
4PM Meditation, PH 
 

4 
9AM ICM 
Pick Up 

5 
6:30PM Church 
Council, PH 
6:30PM AA, FP 
6:30PM Alanon, H 
7PM Alateen, L 

6 

No Choir    
Rehearsal 
 
5:30PM Private 
Meeting, H 
8PM AA, FP 

7 

 

 

4PM Meditation, 
PH 

8 9  
8:30AM Yoga, H 
 

10AM UAA, H 
 

10:30AM 2nd Sat. 
Covenant Group, 
PH 

1PM Art w/Lu 
 

 

10 

10AM Worship 
VIP Special Offering 
1:30PM Marshallese 
Worship, H 
4PM Meditation, PH 

11 
 

12 

6:30PM AA, FP 
6:30PM Alanon, H 
7PM Alateen, L 

13 
No Choir    
Rehearsal 
 
8PM AA, FP 

14 

4PM Meditation, 
PH 

 

5:30PM Girl 
Scouts, H 

15 16 
8:30AM Yoga, H 
 

10AM UAA, H 
 

 

1PM Art w/Lu, FP 
 

 

17 

10AM Worship 
1:30PM Marshallese 
Worship, H 
4PM Meditation, PH 

 

18 
 

19 9AM ICM Pick 

Up 
1:30PM Truthseek-
ers, FP 
6:30PM AA, FP 
6:30PM Alanon, H 
7PM Alateen, L 

20 

6:30PM Choir    
Rehearsal, S 
 
8PM AA, FP 

21 

4PM Meditation, 
PH 

22 23 

8:30AM Yoga, H 
 

10AM UAA, H 
 

 

1PM Art w/Lu, FP 

24 

10AM Worship 
1:30PM Marshallese 
Worship, H 
4PM Meditation, PH 

25 
 
6:30PM VIP 
Meeting, H 

26 
6:30PM AA, FP 
6:30PM Alanon, H 
7PM Alateen, L 

27 

6:30PM Choir    
Rehearsal, S 
 
8PM AA, FP 

28 

4PM Meditation, 
PH 

LEGEND 
H=Fellowship Hall 
FP=Fireplace Room 
L=Library 
K=Kitchen 
S=Sanctuary 
PH=Parish House 

 
 

 



FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING A BIG SUCCESS! 

By Bill Janiga 

During the week of Jan 13-20th, Shepherd of the Hills hosted families in our Parish 
house through an organization called Family Promise.   The response from the con-
gregation was fantastic and the fellowship that we provided went a long way in help-
ing the families.  The dinners were incredible and the kids loved all the activities that 
were planned.  We reached out into the community and the Girl Scouts and our LDS 
friends helped out during the week.   Thanks to ALL who took the time to volunteer.    

Mary Curtis and I had a chance to attend the Thank You Luncheon Family Promise 
held.  It reaffirmed my belief in supporting this program.  See you in September.  

Sally McMullin plays Simon Says with the kids.  
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