
 

 

DUO LOGOS 

My mom, born and reared in 

Moorhead, MN used to say 

about this time of year, “Spring is 

sprung, the grass is ris’, I wonder 

where the flowers is?”  After 

living in north-central Iowa for 7 

years, I have a new 

appreciation for spring, and why 

we relate this season to Easter 

and the promise of new life. 
 

This past year has been a 

difficult one for our nation.  A 

contentious Presidential 

campaign, election, and 

transition have left us almost 

gasping for the air of normalcy 

and peace.  Most of us awaken 

each day somewhere between 

high anxiety and great 

expectations as we adjust to a 

new and other-directed 

administration.  We have 

experienced events and 

attitudes not seen for decades, 

and struggle to understand their 

significance in today’s world. 
 

Yet, thanks be to our gracious 

God, new life and new hope 

come with spring and Easter.  

Another one of my mother’s 

favorite expressions was, as an 

echo of Scarlett O’Hara, 

“tomorrow is another day.”  For 

us people of faith, we live by the 

promise found in the  

hymn “Great Is Your Faithfulness” 

that we ask God for  “strength 

for today and bright hope for 

tomorrow.” 

    

 

Such is the joy of Easter, giving 

us strength for facing today’s 

challenges and joyous hope for 

a better tomorrow under God’s 

love and care. 
 

This is my prayer for you and for 

Shepherd of the Hills in this 

eventful year ahead. 

Pastor Jim  

 

GOOD EARTH 

The Good Earth Committee will 

be selling coffee, chocolate 

and possibly produce before 

and after church April 2. Fair 

trade chocolate is perfect for 

your Easter basket! 

 

ICM 

Over 100 families come to ICM 

daily for food, clothing, hygiene 

supplies and housewares. The 

clients are so appreciative of 

what they receive, oftentimes 

saying they don't know what 

they would do without this 

outreach. Shortages occur, 

mostly with men's and older 

boys' shoes and clothing. 

Hygiene supplies - soap, 

toothpaste, shampoo, razors, 

lotion, detergent - have been in 

very short supply. If you can 

share any of these items, it 

would be great. The dollar stores 

have terrific values on most of 

these items. Reusable bags and 

pill containers are always 

appreciated. Receipts for your 

donations are clipped to the 

bin. Thank you! 
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HELP DUET WIN 

Duet is one of four finalists for the 

IMPACTful Nonprofit Award!  

Please help our shared cause 

win so that free-of-charge 

health and aging services will 

increase.  Vote by April 10th at: 

http://phoenixchamber.com/ev

ents/impactful-nonprofit-award-

nomination/ .  Thank you!  

THE HILLS PRESCHOOL 

This Shepherd of the Hills 

tradition is a family memory-

making opportunity at Friendly 

Pines Camp in Prescott. We'll 

have child-friendly activities led 

by Hills families such as a 

scavenger hunt, arts and crafts, 

campfire songs, S'mores (of 

course) and bubbles and 

parachutes in the meadow. 

There is a pond for excursions 

with your family yet far enough 

from camp to not pose a 

danger. Fun and relaxation for 

the whole family. 

 

Not a camper? Sleeping 

quarters are heated single-

family dwellings with private 

bathrooms/showers. There are 

some dormitory style ones, too if 

any groups want to bunk 

together. Chefs prepare 

delicious meals. Let someone 

else do the activity planning 

and cooking while you enjoy 

nature with friends. Do as much 

or as little as you like at this 

relaxing, beautiful camp.  We 

think Pastor Jim is joining the fun 

and hope you will, too!  
 

NEW MEMBERS 

 
On March 12th we welcomed 

new members Chris and Gabi 

Young and their son Arthur. 
 

NEWS FROM THE  

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The Search Committee is glad to 

report that they have 

completed the Profile of our 

church, and it has been 

accepted by the Conference.  

The Profile tells all about the 

church and its people, and 

future hopes and wishes.  It is 

similar to a "Want Ad" for 

ministers who are looking for a 

new congregation.  The next 

step will be to review the 

applications we receive.  We 

should start getting applications 

as early as April for us to 

evaluate.  Keep praying for our 

committee and for our future 

“Shepherd”. 
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INVITATION FROM TANNER 

CHAPEL AME 

What has over 500 guests, 

excellent live jazz music, an 

exciting silent auction, samplings 

of notable menu items from a 

several fabulous Phoenix 

restaurants, fine wine and craft 

beers and all comes together on 

Friday, April 28 from 6:30 – 

9:30pm at Heritage Square?  It’s 

THE TASTE OF TANNER! 

This inaugural event will raise 

funds to expand Tanner 

Community Development 

Corporation (TCDC) youth 

development efforts that are 

targeted to assist the estimated 

93,000 Phoenix youth (1 in 5) 

ages 16-24 that are totally 

disconnected from society. This 

means they are not in school, or 

working, and who without 

serious intervention will have a 

significant increase in contact 

with the criminal justice system 

because they do NOT have the 

education, job training nor 

support to become contributing 

members of our City.  This is why 

TCDC is starting a school that will 

be focused exclusively on 

serving this population, and why 

we need your support and 

participation in “The Taste of 

Tanner” 

Ticket price: $60 P/P.  Purchase 

at www.tcdccorp.org or call 

602.253.6904 

Call Nancy Splain to carpool at 

(602) 667-0792 

 

EASTER GREETINGS 

by Gail Kohler 

(480-519-4746) 

It’s Easter time.  We celebrated 

Christmas yesterday.  Right?  I 

was born on Easter Sunday and 

will be approaching my 80th 

birthday. (How come it’s taken 

so little time to grow old?) 
 

While you’re coloring Easter 

eggs and planning an enticing 

ham dinner with sweet potato 

pie for the family, this is another 

opportunity to set an extra plate 

at the table.  There are those 

who hover over a cold bowl of 

cereal, feeling alone and 

dejected.  Christ has risen.  Christ 

will come again.  For everyone!  

Even for the scruffy guy on the 

street, or for the black sheep 

uncle of the family who tells dirty 

jokes.  Break bread with 

someone who may be broken.  

Let your heart be your guide.  If 

there is anyone who will be 

alone for Easter, please call me.  

I need help blowing out all those 

candles. 

 

 
 

 



COVENANT GROUPS 

The Wise Guys Covenant Group 

will be hosted for lunch by Carol 

and Lew Shaw at Westminster 

Retirement Village.  The date is 

to be determined. 

The Truth Seekers will meet in the 

Fireplace Room on Tuesday, 

April 18th at 1:00 pm.  Hank and 

Reba Craig will be the hosts.  An 

invitation is extended to 

members of the Wise Guys 

group to attend the meeting. 

The Second Saturday Covenant 

Group will meet Friday, April 14th 

from 12:00-6:00PM in the 

Fireplace Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Themes for April 2017 

 April 2 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Sacred Reading: 1 John 

4:7-8, 12 Meditation and 

Video: “A Love 

Unconditional” 

 April 9 Palm Sunday - 

Choir Cantata         

Sacred Reading:  

Matthew 21:1-11 

Meditation: “A City in 

Turmoil” 

 April 13 Maundy Thursday 

Worship 7pm Service 

Communion and 

Tenebrae  

 April 14 Good Friday          

9 am – 3 pm                   

Vigil of Prayer in the 

Sanctuary 

 April 16 Easter Sunday 

Early Worship in the 

Memorial Garden – 8 am  

     Morning Worship 10 am 

Sacred Reading: John 

20:1-18 

Message: “Holding On to 

Jesus” 

 April 23 Second Sunday of 

Easter                               

First Sacred Reading:         

1 Peter 1:3-9             

Second Sacred Reading: 

John 20:19-31       

Message: “Locked Doors” 

 April 30 Third Sunday of 

Easter First Sacred 

Reading: Psalms 116:1-4, 

12-19                        

Second Sacred Reading: 

Luke 24:13-35        

Message: “Walking 

Without Listening” 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

April 8th-10:00 AM Cantata Rehearsal 

April 9th-10:00 AM Palm Sunday-

Easter Cantata  

April 13th-7:00PM Maundy Thursday 

Tenebrae Service  

April 14th-OFFICE CLOSED 

April 14th-9:00AM-3:00PM Good 

Friday Vigil in the Sanctuary 

April 14th-Marshallese Good Friday 

Service in Shepherd Hall 

April 16th-Easter Sunday: 

8:00AM Early Worship Service in 

Memorial Garden 

Continental Breakfast 

Easter Egg Hunt 

10:00AM Easter Worship Service 



Shepherd of the Hills United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting 

Tuesday March 7, 2017 

 

In attendance: Lauren Schweizer, Carol Shaw, Jeanne Roper, Laura 

Minnick, Beth Franco, John Schneeman, Rev. Jim Meadows, Austin 

Shackelford, Joe Coltman. Nancy Splain Not in attendance: Stephen 

Fuller 

 

Opening Prayer: 6:40PM by Rev. Jim Meadows 

 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes were approved on February 20th, 2017 via 

email. The most recent minutes have been attached to the Shepherd Life 

Newsletter and this concept has been received well by the congregation. 

 

Committee Updates:  

Personnel: Rev. Meadows 

 Still searching for a personnel committee chair. Rev. Meadows, 

Vicki, and other members of Council are taking care of this task in 

the mean time.  

 Safe Church policy the 3 year cycle. Currently getting everyone up 

to date on the training.  

Worship & Music-Nancy Splain 

 Sue Spahle has come forward to take over for Nancy Splain as chair 

of the Worship & Music committee. 

 Future Fundraiser for the Tanner Chapel arson fire 

 Tanner Community Development Corporation 

 Looking to found a school for the 16-24 year olds in Phoenix who are 

not participating in society. 

• A fundraiser will be held in late April. 

 Clergy and Church Musicians Workshop at First UMC on Sat March 

18th from 9-2:30. The cost to attend is $25 each and the Church will 

help support the cost for people interested in attending. See Nancy 

for more info. 

 The LDS stake on 56th St has once again reached out to Shepherd 

and invited our choir to join them for their Easter services. 

 Laura Minnick would like to take a moment to say thank you to 

Nancy for her time served on Council.  

Pastor’s Report: Rev. Meadows 

Highlights that have occurred since last Council meeting on Feb 7th : 

 UCC 101 was a good informational event on the history of the UCC 

after service.  

 Refugee Focus in Worship was a great success with over $500 raised 

for this cause.  



 Confirmation Class helped to serve dinner at First Church. It was a 

very fun and fulfilling night with over 300 homeless and working poor 

served.  

 Direct Action Training for how to partake in non-violent protest (not 

that one is currently being planned). 

 Upcoming Events 

 Reception for our 2 new members this upcoming Sunday (3/12/17)  

 Red Cross Blood Drive Sunday March 19th 

 Funeral and interment services for Mary Noonan, Matthew 

Schwieman (Sordahl) and Bill Wallace  

 Will look to invite our Arizona State Senators for an open forum on 

3/17/17.  

Treasurer’s Report-Joe Coltman 

 We have experienced a good financial start to 2017 

 Income: $34K 

 Expenses: $36K 

 We are tracking very well 

 Consolidated funds $301K 

Buildings & Grounds-John Schneeman 

 Replacing a patio set by the Parish House-it has been removed and 

we are looking to replace. Will reach out to congregation for 

unused items. 

 Way-finding signs-this has been a goal for a while, but they will help 

visitors find their way around the campus. 

 Additional lighting: the campus is not well lit in the evening-

especially between the sanctuary and the parking lot and the 

sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Looking at a few thousand dollars for 

that project so a proposal will be brought to Council 

Membership-Jeanne Roper 

 New membership luncheon Sunday March 12th, 2017. The Mercado 

family has offered to wash dishes to avoid using paper plates and 

plastic utensils.  

 Greeters have been scheduled for March and April  

Diaconate-Carol Shaw 

 Carol has written a description of diaconate committee 

responsibilities which will help explain the goals of the committee to 

those interested.  

Christian Education-Stephen Fuller (not present) 

 Stephen is trying to figure out his ability to commit to being on 

council in this role-for the time being Christian Ed committee 

members Alice Rice and Diana Schneeman will assume the role 

until the future is more certain for Stephen.  

Outreach-Beth Franco 

 **AN IMPORTANT NOTE ON SPECIAL OFFERINGS:  



 There are 2 methods of who to address the check to for special 

offerings: 

• 1. Write the check directly to Shepherd of the Hills and put 

the special offering cause in the Memo line. The money 

will be gathered and sent to the charity as a whole from 

SOH.  

• 2. People who are looking to receive a tax credit for their 

contributions to 501C (3) Non-profit entities can write their 

checks directly to the charity and Shepherd will deliver 

them to the organization.  

 February’s focus on refugees went very well. The Church donated a 

very generous amount for this cause  

 Upcoming Blood Drive on Sunday March 19th. 

 Harvest of the Garden this Sunday March 12th.  

 Beginning to use the square credit card reader for special 

fundraising and outreach 

Other business 

• Update of Search Committee-The Church profile has been 

approved by our coach and is in the hands of the 

conference minister. It looks like it will be posted around 

the end of March and we should be receiving the first 

batch of applications around the end of April. The 

aggressive timeline placed by Committee Chair Bill Janiga 

is still in order, if the committee can narrow down 

candidates by summer.  

• Alice Rice is interested in serving on the Conference level  

Electing new council members: 

Motion: Nancy Splain moves to elect two new council members: First, for 

Lauren Schweizer as member at large and second, Sue Spahle for Worship 

and Music Committee Chair.  Seconded by Beth Franco. Motion passed 

via unanimous approval.  

 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:09PM.  

 

Next Meeting Tuesday April 4th, 2017 at 6:30pm in the Parrish Office 

 

Enthusiastically Submitted, 

Austin J. Shackelford 

Clerk 
 



 

 

 

 

 

You are invited Sunday, April 16th to 

an Easter Egg Hunt on the 

playground between the 8AM and 

10AM services.  There will also be  

continental breakfast served that 

morning thanks to our many 

talented volunteers  If you would like 

to contribute to the breakfast please 

contact Diana Schneeman. 

Please keep the following in you 

prayers…. 

Val Wallace, Marilyn Gilsdorf, Sandy 

Wendt, Doris Miles, 

Homer “Ace” Gilchrist, Marlene 

(friend of Ginny Coltman), Robert 

Bump (Ethel Bump’s son), Gerry 

Printup, Beth Johnson, Michael 

Lambert, Ron Loewen,  

The family of Mary Noonan 

The family of William Wallace 

The family of Matthew Schwieman 

(Sordahl) 

 The family of Patricia Jean 

Livingston(Jeanne Roper’s Mom) 



April 2017 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

      1 
3:00PM EVERY 
Sunday-
Marshallese 
Worship Service 
in Shepherd Hall 

EVERY 

Mon-Sat 

7AM 

1st Light AA 

EVERY 
Tuesday 

6:30PM AA & 
Alanon 

7PM Alateen 

8:00PM EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 

AA-Shepherd 
Hall 

 

 

8:30AM Yoga 

 

1:00PM United 
Art of AZ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
10AM Worship 
with Communion 

Good Earth Sales 

W&M Basket 
planting 

 

7PM Good 
Earth 
Meeting 

6:30PM 
Church 
Council 

7:30PM 
Xuelai Wu 
Recital 

10AM Wednes. 
Wanderers 

6:30PM Choir 
Rehearsal 

Easter Lily 
Deadline 

 10AM Bridge-
Parish House 

10:00AM 
Cantata 
Rehearsal 

 

1:00PM United 
Art of AZ 

       9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
10AM Worship –
Cantata 

W&M Easter 
Basket Sales 

 

9AM ICM 
Pick Up 

7AM Men’s 
Breakfast @ 
Randy’s 

10AM Wednes. 
Wanderers 

 

6:30PM Choir 
Rehearsal 

5:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

7PM 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Tenebrae 
Service 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

9-3 Good 
Friday Prayer 
Vigil-Sanctuary 

12-6pm 2nd Sat. 
Cov. Grp. 

8:30AM Yoga 

 

1:00PM United 
Art of AZ 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
8AM Early Service 
in Memorial 
Garden 

10AM Easter 
Worship  

  

1PM 
Truthseekers, 
Fireplace 
Room 

10AM Wednes. 
Wanderers 

6:30PM Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

11:30AM 
Book Club 

10AM Bridge-
Parish House 
 

5:30PM VIP 
Mtg 

8:30AM Yoga 

CAMP 

1:00PM United 
Art of AZ 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
10AM Worship-  

Baptism 

 

CAMP 

9AM ICM 
Pick Up 

 10AM Wednes. 
Wanderers 

6:30PM Choir 
Rehearsal 

 10AM Bridge-
Parish House 

8:30AM Yoga 

 

1:00PM United 
Art of AZ 

30       
10AM Worship        
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