
February 2017 

Sermon Themes 

February 2017 
 

February 5   

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

First Sacred Reading:  

I Corinthians 2:1-5, 12-13 

Second Sacred Reading:  

Matthew 5:13-20 

Sermon Title:  

“Trampled, Hidden and Broken” 

February 12  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany   

First Sacred Reading:  

Matthew 5:21-26 

Second Sacred Reading:  

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Sermon Title:  

“Choosing Life” 

February 19  

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

First Sacred Reading:  

Psalm 119:33-40  

Second Sacred Reading:  

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

Sermon Title:  

“Equal Justice Under the Law” 

February 26  

Transfiguration Sunday 

First Sacred Reading:  

Exodus 24:12-18  

Second Sacred Reading:  

Matthew 17: 1-9 

Sermon Title:  

“What … Afraid Again?” 

Shepherd Life 
 

DUO LOGOS 

As I write these words, our Parish House and church 

kitchen are playing host to 4 families from Family Prom-

ise (6 adults and 8 kids).  Air mattresses cover the 

floors, the kitchen here in the PH is stocked with good-

ies, and each night this week we await their arrival for 

dinner, evening activities and a good night’s sleep.  
 

It isn’t difficult to find ways to care for God’s people in 

need, in spite of our tendency to discover excuses for 

not doing so.  Over my years serving local churches, I 

have been amazed at the creative ways folks have 

found to be God’s servants in the service of others.  

They have sent get-well cards, knitted afghans and lap 

blankets, provided transportation to medical appoint-

ments, shopped for groceries, cleaned houses, tutored 

in public schools, mentored young people, provided 

emergency housing, made phone calls to shut-ins, 

cooked meals for the sick and grieving, mowed lawns 

and pushed snow, collected and donated clothing, the 

list goes on and on. 
 

We never grow too busy, too old, or too unable to reach 

out with love and caring to another.  If we, who are 

mandated by a loving God, as seen in the person of  

Jesus and many others, will not be the ones to care, 

then who will?   

 

We seem to be entering another era of “me first” with-

out regard for those whose needs outweigh their abili-

ties.  Pray that we not be among those who turn their 

backs on their sisters and brothers so that they may 

come out a little farther ahead.   Where is the love in 

that? 
 

Pastor Jim   



HUMOR IS THE BEST  
MEDICINE…. 

One Sunday morning the pastor 
noticed little Alex was staring up 
at the large plaque that hung in 
the foyer of the church. 
The plaque was covered with 
names, and small American 
flags were mounted on either 
side of it. The seven-year-old 
had been staring at the plaque 
for some time, so the pastor 
walked up, stood beside him 
and said quietly, “Good morn-
ing, Alex.”  “Good morning, Pas-
tor,” replied the young man, still 
focused on the plaque. “Pastor 
McGhee, what is this?” Alex 
asked.  “Well, son, it’s a memo-
rial to all the men and women 
who have died in the service.” 
Soberly, they stood together, 
staring at the large plaque. Little 
Alex’s voice was barely audible 
when he finally managed to ask, 
“Which one, the 9:00 or 10:30 
service?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Our Thoughts  
and Prayers 

Val Wallace, Bob Gilsdorf,  
Marilyn Gilsdorf, Sandy Wendt, 
Homer “Ace” Gilchrist, Bob  
Hipke, Nadine Smith, Kristen 
Barner, the family of Charlie 
Rice, Marlene (a friend of Ginny 
Coltman), Angela Moore (a 
friend of Vicki Hauser), Robert 
Bump (Ethel Bump’s son) 

 
 

GOOD EARTH 

Good earth coffee and chocolate sales will be Sunday,        
February 5th. Stop by and stock up. 

ICM 

Nights and mornings are chilly for the clients at ICM, many of 
whom have no heat in their homes and sleep on the floors. The 
demand for blankets (and other bedding) and coats continues 
and will until spring. Hooded sweatshirts are very popular, when 
they are in stock. If you can share any of these items, it would 
be greatly appreciated. Bags of all sizes and pill/vitamin bottles 
are always welcomed and repurposed.  

UCC 101 

Have you wondered, or perhaps forgotten, the history of the 
United Church of Christ?  If so, or if you’d like a refresher, plan 
to stay after worship on Feb. 12 for a brief Power Point lesson: 
UCC 101.  You may be surprised! 

FEBRUARY COVENANT GROUP MEETINGS 

Second Saturday Covenant Group will meet Saturday, February 
11th at 10:30am in the Fireplace Room. 

Wise Guys Covenant Group will meet on Tuesday, February 
14th at 7:00pm in the Parish House.   

Truth Seekers will meet in the church Fireplace room on Tues-
day, February 21st at 1:00 pm.  Ray and Candy Sorenson will 
host the meeting. 

Anyone wishing to join a covenant group is welcome to attend 
any of these meetings. 

 

        USHER SCHEDULE FEBRUARY 
February 5th 

John & Diana Schneeman  
Ginny Vaules with Lauren Schweizer 

February 12th 
John & Diana Schneeman 

Becky Boyd with Mark Minnick 
February 19th 

Candy & Ray Sorenson 
Marian Huff with Caroline Mills 

February 26th 
John Clark with Ginny Vaules 

Mark Minnick with Beth Sposito 
 



The Hills Preschool  
These days, raising compassionate children seems 
more important than ever. On tours with prospective 
families, I describe how encouraging social-emotional 
development is where we  "live"; it is one of our most im-
portant responsibilities as teachers. Recent research 
suggests that toddlers are more empathetic than we 
once thought. If you have young children or grandchil-
dren, here are a few things you might try at home 
(paraphrased from National Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children): 
 Let them see you model respect, kindness and pa-

tience to them and everyone else, including pets. 
That boy fell down, let's go see if he's okay.  Point 
out kindnesses of others. Point out your own mis-
takes, too. I bumped into you, I'm sorry. 

 Media is powerful!  Read books about feelings and if 
they watch television, watch with them and talk about 
things you see. 

 Try puppet play to explore feelings and perspectives. 
 When conflicts happen, point out cues that help us 

understand how others feel (tears, running away), 
suggest ways to make things better, stay close. 
Guide them as they work through complex feelings. 
Expect lots of mistakes. Just like us, they may not 
want to talk about it until they calm down. 

Involve them in cooking and re-gifting - I think the new 
baby will like that bunny - It's so nice of you to give away 
the toys you are too big to use.  Talk about the teamwork 
involved by all to make the house run smoothly or the 
way others will feel when they eat the food the toddler 
helped prepare. 
Be patient. The Center on the Social and Emotional 
Foundations of Early Learning suggest when a child 
can't dance, swim, etc., we teach them, but when a child 
can't behave we punish. Committing to teaching social 
skills to children that don't "get it" creates a better world 
for all of us. 
Submitted by 
Nola Enge, Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Birthdays 
February 1st 
 Ginny Coltman 
February 3rd 
 Joan Reynolds 
February 5th 
 Christopher Murphy 
 Willy Janiga 
February 8th 
 Val Trickel 
February 9th 
 Val Wallace 
 Laura Murphy 
February 12th 
 David Keene 
February 19th 
 Ceili Olney 
February 21st 
 Seth Janiga 
February 22nd 
 John Forster, II 
February 23rd 
 Hank Craig 
February 24th 
 Betty Hipke 
 Alice Rice 
February 27th 
 Demi Drake 
February 28th 
 Peter Schmidt 
 



 

Committee Reports Status of Pastoral Search 
By Lew Shaw 

 

The Pastoral Search Committee gave its first formal report to 
the Congregation on January 8. Chairman Bill Janiga led the 
discussion, which involved his five Committee members and 
was supplemented with slides that presented demographic da-
ta and background about the Church. 
 

The slide that generated the most interest was the one         
outlining projected timeframes of the search process. Two  
scenarios were presented, one described as “the probable 
schedule,” which would have the new minister beginning his/
her pastorate in May 2018, while a more “aggressive schedule” 
has the new minister coming on board in October 2017. The 
difference in the two schedules can be attributed to taking 
three months longer to review applicants’ resumes and an    
additional two months to conduct interviews. 
 

Bill Janiga stated, “We will continue to move the search       
process forward as expeditiously as possible, but will not rush 
to meet an arbitrary date until we have identified the right    
person to lead this Congregation into the future. We will keep 
you fully informed.” 
 

The Church profile, which is a 45-page document, is scheduled 
to go online in March, and the review of applications received 
will begin the following month. The description of the position is 
summarized as: “Shepherd of the Hills is seeking a full-time, 
experienced Senior minister who can lead a dedicated and will-
ing congregation into a new chapter of growth.” 
 

The minister’s duties along with salary and benefits are speci-
fied. The characteristics desired in the candidate include: lead-
ership qualities, compassion, forward-thinking and “a change 
agent” who would inspire the Congregation to make changes 
to improve the size of our membership, physical space and 
outreach to the community.”  
 

The profile also includes Church history, membership and 
budget statistics, programs; summary of the survey conducted 
this past December which solicited input from the Congrega-
tion; description of the City and Arcadia area; and sections en-
titled: “Who is God calling to minister with us?” and “Who we 
want to be.” 
 
A hardcopy of the profile and material presented is available in 
the Church office for review by any interested party. 

 
United In Protest 

By Gail Kohler 
Church member, Mittneen Wil-
liams joined 40,000 individuals 
who walked in the Women’s 
Parade in San Diego voicing 
concerns regarding the political 
temperament from Washing-
ton. 
Walking to the colorfully-
feathered Native Americans, 
beating drums, the people 
were energized.  “There were 
families gathered together, 
mostly in their late 30’s” said 
Williams.  “Many were wearing 
pink hats with ears that they 
had knitted themselves, illus-
trating the “Pussy Project,” she 
said. This project is so named 
in reference to a comment at-
tributed to the then Presidential 
candidate, Donald Trump (ed.) 
Wearing the hats was so wide 
spread in Washington, that all 
of the pink yarn was used up. 
The tone was upbeat.  People 
were orderly and courteous, 
moving slowly and covering 
only a couple miles from the 
Civic Center in a three hour pe-
riod.  Some were carrying 
signs, protesting the need to 
protest.  “But in general the 
walk was cathartic.  Everyone 
was pleasant and kind and of 
the same mind,” said Williams.  
As members of the United 
Church of Christ, we are aware 
that God is still speaking and 
moving us forward in unity and 
peace.  May the efforts of 
many swarm over the political 
agenda that negates the pro-
gress women have made in 
striving for their rights. 
 



Church Finances Reviewed, 2017 Budget Previewed 
By Lew Shaw 

 
The Church’s financial results from 2016 and the proposed budget for 2017 were the subject of 
an hour-long meeting on January 22 conducted by Treasurer Joe Coltman, who stated “we had 
a very good year regarding income, and the fact that expenses came in $33,003 (or 12%) under 
budget enabled us to end the year with a $18,807 surplus.” 
 
Those in attendance were able to review a detailed breakdown of the numbers which compared 
the 2016 budget, the actual 2016 income and expense figures, and the projected 2017 budget, 
which will be presented for a vote on January 29. Joe Coltman explained the basis for determin-
ing each budget item and answered questions. 
 
A summary of the 2016 results and the proposed 2017 balanced budget show:  
 
      2016 Actual   2017 Budget 
 Pledges               $188,197              $184,250 
 Special Offerings          5,857           7,000 
 Preschool and Facilities rent              35,896                            35,750 
 Endowment distribution*          4,000           5,000 
 General Fund         19,713         15,000 
 Carryover from previous year         3,246         18,500 
 TOTAL INCOME      $256,909               $265,500 
 
 Outreach                 $  21,214               $  22,000 
 Committees**                    75,949         85,000 
 Staff compensation/benefits               140,939       158,500 
 TOTAL EXPENSES       $238,102     $265,500 
 
(* = Earmarked for Education or Outreach) 
(** = Christian Education – Worship & Music – Diaconate – Membership – Stewardship – Youth 
Programs – 
         Buildings & Grounds – Miscellaneous Administrative and Office expenses) 
 
The Church is debt-free and maintains a Reserve Fund of $270,000, which is invested. 
 
The Council was recognized for its oversight of the Church’s finances, and administrative assis-
tant Vicki Hauser, Buildings & Grounds chair John Schneeman and custodian Abraham Aranda 
Villa for their contributions in achieving operational efficiencies. 

Please welcome your 2017 Church Council 
Laura Minnick-Interim Moderator 

Joe Coltman-Treasurer 
Austin Shackelford-Clerk 

John Schneeman-Building & Grounds 
Beth Franco-Outreach 
Carol Shaw-Diaconate 

Jeanne Roper-Membership 
Your willingness to serve is greatly  

appreciated! 

Council Vacancies 
 

If you feel lead to volunteer to be a part of 
your Church leadership, please contact a 
member of Council.  There are a number of 
positions available on the Council:  
Moderator, Vice Moderator (pending a Mod-
erator nomination), Christian Ed., Member at 
Large and Worship & Music 



Shepherd of the Hills UCC 

Council Meeting 

Tuesday January 3, 2017 

 In attendance: Beth Franco, Rev. Jim Meadows, John Schneeman, Carol Shaw, Laura Minnick, 
Nancy Splain, Joe Coltman, Austin Shackelford 

Opening Prayer: Rev. Jim Meadows 6:35PM 

Approval of Minutes: approved by council via email on 12/19/16.  

Committee Updates:  

Personnel-Currently Vacant, being managed by Laura Minnick and Rev. Meadows 

There has been a slight discrepancy as to the exact source of the payment for Eric Flyte, the tenor 
hired for the choir in September. It is not currently being paid out of the Worship & Music budg-
et, but Joe will correct the situation and have the payments come from the Worship & Music 
Committee budget.   

Current Passage of the minimum wage law with sick leave. Shepherd is currently compliant with the 
minimum wage standards, however we will need to verify the amount of paid sick leave allotted 
to employees as mandated in the new Arizona proposition. The sick leave will take effect in July 
2017, so we have 6 months to look into it.  

Worship & Music-Nancy Splain 

The cantata, caroling, and cooking making/decorating went really well. It was great to see and par-
ticipate with the members of the congregation that cannot make it to services. 

There has been a request to provide microphones for the soloists to make sure members of the con-
gregation who have trouble hearing can enjoy the performance.  

Christmas Eve service was well attended with many members bringing family members.  Beautiful 
special music for the service was provided by our choir, Armando Rodrigues, Missy Shackelford 
and Michael Talerico, Peter Williams and Mary Gilchrist under the direction and accompanied 
by our Director of Music Xuelai Wu 

Soup dinner on Christmas was a great event with about 30 people in attendance 

Christmas Day service: there were 21 people present on Christmas Day with Xuelai contributing her 
musical talents that day.  

The New Year’s Service also had 37 people in attendance, which was more participation than ex-
pected. The sound system and projectors were used for playing music and helping the congrega-
tion sing along.   

Pastor’s Report-Rev. Jim Meadows 

January is going to be an action-packed month at Shepherd of the Hills with these following events 
to highlight some of the activity: 

Town hall meeting on Jan 8th 

This will give more communication and transparency between the search committee and 
the congregation as Shepherd looks to call its new Pastor. 

Family Promise Jan 22-28 



Thank you to Bill Janiga for being the champion of this event and to all the volunteers 
who will be contributing their resources, time, and skills.  

Congregational budget meeting Jan 22nd   

This will be the preparation for the annual meeting so that our Treasurer Joe has 
ample feedback on where the congregation wants their resources spent before 
officially voting in the proposed budget on Jan 29th.  

Confirmation Class Jan 22 

The class now has three participants and has been going well. 

Annual Meeting Jan 29th 

This will detail the workings of the Church and to officially vote in the budget for 2017. 

Committee reports for the Annual Meeting are due Jan 22nd  

Treasurer’s Report-Joe Coltman 

2016 in review: How did we do this year? 

Income: $256K income 94% of what was expected, which is consistent with previous years. Here 
is a highlight of some of the income sources: 

General pledges came in as expected 

Preschool and Facilities Usage finished really well 

Endowment distribution 

Expenses: $238K expenses which is 87% of what was expected, which indicates good financial 
responsibility during the Pastoral transition. 

Since income was near to what was expected and expenses were lower than expected, there was 
a Net Surplus of $18K on for the year. It will be up to the congregation at the budget meet-
ing to decide what to do with that carry over.   

The amount of Consolidated funds (savings, endowment, etc.) is currently at $156K. 

Projecting 2017: What does next year look like? A conservative approach based on previous 
years, and the pledging so far. 

A conservative estimate for pledged income is $186K which is about $15K less than 2016 

Overall projected income (including facilities usage, preschool rent, and endowment distribu-
tion): $262K  

Overall there has been a good amount of pledging from the congregation for 2017, however 
there will likely be more pledges.  

Council will likely send reminders to pledge for 2017 for the most comprehensive plan-
ning.  

Council also discussed each line item of the budget and amounts were adjusted accord-
ingly. Joe will take them into consideration and draft the revision for the Congrega-
tion Budget meeting on Jan 22nd.  

Outreach-Beth Franco 

Motion by Beth Franco: to disburse the remaining $2,371 of the Ed Ehimer special funds to sup-



plement our special offerings given throughout the year. The recipients of the checks will be 
the 11 organizations that we worked with throughout the year. Seconded by Laura Minnick. 
Motion passed with unanimous council approval.  

Buildings & Grounds- John Schneeman 

The new roof on the entry way to the Sanctuary is complete 

The new refrigerators are doing great 

Diaconate-Carol Shaw 

Has reached out to and is currently reaching out to congregation members in need.  

May be facing upcoming turnover of the committee, there have been many recent life challenges 
to the people on the committee. Carol will be in touch with other members of the congrega-
tion who may be interested in helping.  

Other business 

Tina Bennett’s appeal to council about use of the Church kitchen 

Southwest Conference Legal Council has stated that for profit businesses can use the 
church facilities on a limited basis. The Church needs to receive payment for the use of 
the facilities. 

Motion by Laura Minnick: to allow Tina Bennett to use the Church facilities for her busi-
ness with an exchange of $100/mo for two nights per week for a 6 mo period contingent 
upon current liability insurance coverage. Seconded by Nancy Splain. Motion passed 
via unanimous council approval.  

Fixing the oven in the kitchen: 

Tina has mentioned that one of the ovens is not working. John will look into 
the cost of repair and either make a decision on repair or bring it to coun-
cil for an official motion.  

Renewal of Rev. Jim Meadows contract 

Motion by Joe Coltman: to agree to contract Rev. Jim Meadows for another 3 month period 
from February 2017 until May 2017 at the same compensation rate for the first 6 month 
contract. Motion seconded by Nancy Splain. Motion Passed via unanimous approval.  

Meeting adjourned 8:25PM. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday February 7th at 6:30PM. 
Reminder to council members to have committee reports turned in to Vicki by Jan 22nd for the 
Jan 29th annual meeting.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Austin J. Shackelford-Clerk  

 



February 2017February 2017  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
 
6:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 
 
 
 

4 
8:30am Yoga 
 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 
 

5 
10:00am Worship 
Good Earth Sales 
after Worship 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

6 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Good Earth 
Meeting 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
6:30pm Church 
Council, Parish 
House 

8 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Girl Scouts 

10 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 

11 
8:30am Ballet 
 
10:30am 2nd Satur-
day Covenant 
Group, Fireplace 
Room 
 

1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 

12 
10:00am Worship 
 
UCC 101 Class 
after Worship 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

13 
 
9:00am ICM pick up 
 
 

14 
7:00am Men’s 
Breakfast at 
Randy’s 
7:00pm Wiseguys 
Covenant Group, 
Parish House 

15 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

16 
11:30am Book Club  

17 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 

18 
8:30am Yoga 
 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 

19 
10:00am Worship 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 
3:00pm  
Confirmation Class 
Meets @ SOH 

20 
 
 
President’s Day 

21 
 
1:00pm  
Truthseekers,  
Covenant Group  
Fireplace Room 

22 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

23 24 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 

25 
8:30am Yoga 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 
3:00pm K2 Kids 

26 
10:00am Worship 
 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

27 
 
9:00am ICM pick up 
 
 

28 
 
 

 7:00am 
Monday-Saturday 
1st Light AA Meets 
in Fellowship Hall 

Monday Nights 
8:00pm AA, Fellow-
ship Hall 
Tuesday Nights 
6:30pm AA & 
Alanon @ 
Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Alateen in 
Library 

 



Shepherd of the Hills Congregational                    
United Church of Christ 
5524 E. Lafayette Blvd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85018-4599 
 

   Address Correction Requested  


