
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. James I. Meadows, 

Jr. will be joining 

Shepherd of the Hills as 

our Interim pastor 

starting June 15
th

.  Born 

and reared in Altadena, 

California, Rev. 

Meadows earned a Bachelor’s degree from 

Chapman College (now University) in Orange, CA 

and Master of Divinity degree from Pacific School 

of Religion in Berkeley, CA. Ordained in 1976, he 

has ministered to UCC churches in California, 

Hawaii, Arizona and Iowa.  He served as 

Transitional Minister at Shepherd of the Hills from 

October 2012 through June 2013.  Following that he 

served as Acting Conference Minister for the 

Southwest Conference while John Dorhauer was on 

his sabbatical.  His ministry continued as Interim Sr. 

Pastor at Church of the Palms in Sun City, to 

conclude in May 2016.  Rev. Meadows is a member 

of First Congregational UCC in Phoenix, married to 

Georgiana Meadows and is father to 5 grown 

children.  He sings in the Glendale Community 

College Community Choir, is a volunteer tutor in 

reading at Wilson Elementary School, a volunteer 

for Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Central Arizona, and 

an in-home visitor for Hospice of the Valley. 

 

Thanks to all for the beautiful notes, 

cards and good wishes during my 

time of recuperating from the 

broken hip. 

The walker is still my best friend but 

hopefully that too will change and I’ll 

be back to normal living soon.  I miss you! Thank 

again. 

~Val Wallace 

WITH SYMPATHY… 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Charlie 

Sorensen, long time Shepherd member.  A 

Celebration of Life service was held on April 23
rd

 at 

Shepherd of the Hills. 

 

 

A NOTE FROM DICK & 
PAT BECKER 
Thanks to all here at Shepherd 

of the Hills who have nurtured 

us, taught us, laughed and 

cried with us, etc., since 1997.  

We came here from New 

Jersey, are leaving here to go 

live in Seattle, where we’ll be nearer some of our 

family.  We are blessed to have children on the west 

coast (3), Midwest (2), and east coast (1)—and 

fifteen grandchildren across the US.   

 

Reba & Hank, Liz & Dan-you are wonderful!  

Thanks for the beautiful and delicious cake and 

coffee last Sunday.  We thank all of you for 

friendship, fellowship and good wishes. 

We still plan to spend some of each summer at the 

beach on the NJ shore with family and friends in the 

little beach cottage Pat’s grandparents built in the 

1940’s.  And yes, we do once more have an ocean 

porch, shower, etc.-and restored basement/garage.  

Sandy did her thing!  That ocean is wicked strong, 

however, most of the time we’ve loved swimming  

in it, and looking at and listening to the waves 

breaking. 
 

Our phone contacts remain the same: 

908-337-5315 

908-347-6149 

If you’re ever in Seattle, look us up at: 

14002 Linden Ave N Apt 630 

Seattle, WA 98133 

On the east coast we will be at: 

30 First Avenue 

Manasquan, NJ 08736 
 

Again, thank you all for helping us on our faith 

journeys. 

Shepherd of the Hills, each of you makes a 

difference! 

GOD IS STILL SPEAKING—Keep listening! 

~Dick & Pat Becker 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
by Joan Reynolds 

Carol Shaw 

Shepherd of the Hills is very 

fortunate to have Carol Shaw as 

one of our many dedicated 

volunteers! Carol and her 

husband, Lew, became 

members of Shepherd of the 

Hills in 2004.  They had 

checked out several other churches around the valley but 

decided on Shepherd, because “we were friendly and it 

just felt right”! Carol attended a Congregational Church 

while living in Massachusetts before marrying Lew and 

they continued in the roots of the Congregational faith as 

they made their way west. 

Carol and her husband were blessed with three 

wonderful children.  One son currently lives with his 

wife and three grandchildren in Lawrenceville, New 

Jersey. They are very close with their grandchildren who 

range in age from 18 years to 24 years of age. They have 

previously lost their two other beautiful children and 

cherish their memories.   

Carol has spent many hours at Shepherd over the last 12 

years volunteering to usher Sunday mornings, working 

in the church office weekly,  greeting  on Sunday 

mornings, sending cards to SOH members due to illness, 

sympathy or thinking of you. She currently chairs the 

Diaconate committee and serves as a council member. 

One very large project Carol took on approximately 6 

years ago, was to start and organize the church lending 

library. She and Lew have been members of the Wise 

Guys Covenant Group for the last 7 years. Is she 

amazing or what! 

In her free time you will find Carol cheering on her 

favorite sports teams! Carol told me she is an avid sports 

fan of most sports especially the Diamondbacks, Ivy 

League sports and Brown University Football Team. She 

keeps a positive attitude about life and wishes the best to 

SOH as we move forward in choosing a new minister.    

Thank you Carol for all your years of service to our 

church! We could not do it without you and other 

volunteers who give their time and talent to make 

Shepherd of the Hills a friendly and welcoming church 

home.  

 

 

 

Rickie and the family of Charlie 

Sorensen want to thank the 

many members of Shepherd of 

the Hills for their loving and 

caring thoughts and messages 

and help with the Celebration of 

Life. What a lovely tribute to a fine man. Thank you! 

 

DUET NEWS 
This summer, go on a different kind of trip…one that 

will bring you joy.  Please grocery shop for an elder 

whose regular Duet volunteer is on vacation, or provide 

a ride to a medical appointment.  Many interesting 

service options are available!  Widen your horizons at 

the next Duet volunteer orientation on Saturday, May 

14
th
 from 9-11:30AM at Paradise Valley United 

Methodist Church, 4455 E. Lincoln Drive, 85253.  Call 

(602)274-5022 or visit www.duetaz.org to register, to 

find other convenient dates or to ask for help.  Thank 

you! 

 

Thank you!  I want to 

extend to you my sincerest 

appreciation for the 

hospitality and grace 

demonstrated to the 

children and staff of the Ugandan Kids Choir during 

their recent visit to your church!  You may already be 

aware, but your congregation profoundly blessed us with 

their generosity.  Your church donated $3100.00 to 

children in need and sponsored 1 child!  We praise the 

Lord for the lives that will be changed because of your 

wonderful gifts.   

~Vickie Mickelson, Choir Ministry Coordinator at 

Childcare Worldwide 

 

THE HILLS PRESCHOOL REPORT 
By Nola Enge 

This week we're buying chocolate, marshmallows and 

graham crackers, packing 

our sleeping bags, 

flashlights and 

pillows.  You may guess 

we are headed to Friendly 

Pines, a tradition begun by 

Shepherd of the Hills so 

long ago.  Many of you 

remember baseball in the field, this is now a pastoral 

scene of bubbles, kites and hula hoops.  We also take a 

really large parachute for the adults to catch the air and 

children to run under, a really beautiful afternoon in the 

meadow.  Our little people are so happy in the 

Ponderosa Pines, playing in nature.  It promises to be a 

great weekend for our young families to strengthen new 

friendships.  

 

 

Congratulations to 

William Mullen and Derek 

Amarillas who were 

married April 15
th

 in 

Paradise Valley 

 

 

http://www.duetaz.org/


Moderator Musings 

By Laura Minnick 

So, SOH, what are your thoughts, experiences with 

the variety of Spiritual offerings on Sunday 

mornings?  Keep these thoughts, and experiences 

fresh, as we gear up to name a Search Committee to 

carry out our Search and Call for a new Pastor.  The 

Search Committee (not named as yet) will want to 

know what you need in a Pastor, and what 

experiences are meaningful to you.   

 

Are you looking forward to our Designated Interim 

Pastors start?  Time is nearing…  Rev Meadows is 

expected to start on June 15.  Please join me in 

welcoming Rev Meadows at a reception, 

immediately following worship, on June 19
th

.  

 

After attending the Southwest Conference Annual 

Meeting, this past weekend, I learned that many, 

and most of our brothers and sisters in the UCC are 

experiencing lots of the same issue we are.  What 

new ways of interacting with congregants will reach 

the Millennial Generation, the Community, and 

with the broader culture?  We broke out into 

Innovation Labs, where various UCC’s in the 

Southwest, talked about what they are doing 

different, and what they are doing the same.  Ideas 

and practices like, Videos, Coffee House 

Fundraiser, Community Storytelling, Serendipity 

Sunday, Celebrate Light and Love, Extravagant 

Welcome, Menus rather than Bulletins, 

Multicultural Service, Music Sunday are just some 

of the offerings. 

 

I connected with several churches who recently 

went through the Search and Call process.  Do we 

go with the recommended 12 to 18 months, or do 

we take ownership, and begin a National Search – 

possibly finding a superb fit both Pastor and 

Congregation, in a few months?  When searching 

for a Pastor, how can we both be assured 

(church/prospective pastor) of greater transparency, 

early on in the process?  Should we search in AZ 

only?  Should we have a trial period with the 

prospective Pastor, before we actually both agree, 

and enter into covenant/contract?   

 

We all are experiencing the decline of members, 

and all are aging.  Many congregations are lead with 

part-time Pastors.  Many show membership of 

200+, yet on any given Sunday, attendance is small 

30 – 60 (sound familiar).  I learned that our sisters 

in Tucson, Rincon Congregational Church, get 

really excited about Mission work, and I see the 

same with Shepherd.  Although it takes work, we 

know how to organize, and get it done, and always 

feel good about our works.  All of us care about our 

community, and social justice, and we are 

amazingly diverse.     

 

It was an honor to be among the other UCC 

representatives in the Southwest, and be reminded 

that we are more similar than we are different, and 

that there is community that will share, and support 

us through whatever we are going through.   
-Laura 

GOOD EARTH COFFEE & CHOCOLATE SALES 
by Liz Mullen 

Since the Earth Day produce and coffee sale was just last 

week, the next one will be May 1. If you ever need any 

of the products between sales, ask Beth Franco 

or Liz Mullen and they can pull them from 

inventory for you. Thanks for your support 

on Earth Day; it was a record sale! Produce 

profits, over $96, will be donated to AZ Interfaith Power 

and Light. 

 

ICM FOOD & CLOTHING BANK 
                                    by Liz Mullen 

For a number of years, Shepherd has generously 

supported ICM thru a Mother's Day food drive. 

Donations drop in the summer months, but the demand 

increases due to kids not receiving meals at school. Bags 

with suggested food and hygiene supplies will be in the 

sanctuary May 8 and 15. They will also be in the office. 

Please remember: we repurpose any and all bags plus 

pill bottles. Thanks!! 

 

HOSPITALITY OPPORTUNITY 
On Tuesday, May 18

th
, Shepherd of the Hills will be a 

Maricopa County polling place for the special election.  

As an act of hospitality we will be setting up a table with 

cookies and coffee for the polling place volunteers.  If 

you would like to assist with this, email or call Vicki in 

the church office at sohucc@gmail.com or (602)840-

3130. 

 

 

mailto:sohucc@gmail.com


OUTREACH NEWS 
By Beth Franco 

Our Special 

offering for 

May will 

benefit Habitat 

for Humanity, 

Central 

Arizona. The 

Lepe Family 

will be joining 

us in worship 

on May 22nd 

to share their 

Habitat 

experiences 

with us.  Dora Lepe is a single mother who lives 

with her two girls Angelica, Nikki and her mother, 

Esperanza in a rented house with limited space and 

plumbing issues.  Dora works as a Certified Nurse’s 

Assistant and her daughter Angelica, 14 dreams of 

becoming a registered nurse. Esperanza and many 

of the extended Lepe family have been working 

hard every week on building their home, which will 

be close to completion in May. They have also 

brought breakfast burritos and provided many 

lunches for the volunteers to express their 

appreciation for those giving them a hand up, not a 

hand out.  Come join us for the opportunity to learn 

more about their story. 
 

Worship with Rebel & Divine June 12th 

Pastor Elizabeth Youngberg from the Rebel & 

Divine UCC congregation will be joining us as our 

Pulpit Supply on June 12th. We will take this 

opportunity to collect our Strengthen the Church 

offering to benefit their congregation of at risk 

youth and young adults. You may also donate NEW 

socks and underwear to help support their “I Have a 

Dream” Trans*Focused Shoe and Clothing 

Boutique. Their other greatest needs are for full size 

shampoo and conditioner, bath towels and make up 

that is a special treat and unaffordable on a limited 

budget. Please plan on bringing any donations to 

worship by June 12th. 

 

 

The Wise Guys Covenant Group will meet at the 

home of Carol and Lew Shaw at 7pm on 

Wednesday, May 10. Beth Franco has been invited 

to speak on the Church’s outreach program. 

 

RESOURCES 
Interested in learning more about the Southwest 

Conference or National UCC?  Check out their 

websites.  There are always interesting and 

entertaining items to read there! www.swcucc.org 

and www.ucc.org  

 

 

Want a Bible reading guide for the month?  Cut out 

this handy bookmark and put it in your Bible for 

suggested readings for a month. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.swcucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/


PASTORAL CARE 
Are you in need of Pastoral care, call the church 

office or send an email to sohucc@gmail.com.  We 

have many talented clergy and lay leaders that 

attend SOH who are willing to help out until Rev. 

Meadows joins us in June. 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

Stop by the Book Cart in the church narthex.  It has 

been newly stocked and has many new titles to 

choose from.  Also, don’t forget to save your 

summer reading and bring it in to share. 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS… 

Kristin Signeros (friend of Kyle Langer) 

Lisa Laurro 

Melissa Watkins 

The Family of Susie Cato (friend of Vicki Hauser) 

  

LOST & FOUND 
Many lost and forgotten items have been found both 

in the Fellowship Hall Pantry and in the Sanctuary.  

If you’re missing any bowls or serving containers, 

please check the Pantry.  If you’re missing any 

reading glasses, wraps, earrings, jackets or other 

small items, please check the basket in the 

Sanctuary Narthex.   

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Do you have a birthday, anniversary or other special 

day coming up that you would like to commemorate 

by providing flowers for the chancel?  If so, please 

sign up in the church foyer.  The following dates in 

May are still available: 

May 8-Lionel and Doris Miles 

May 15-Marian Hoff 

May 22-__________________ 

May 29-__________________ 

 

HOSPITALITY 
Would you like to bless your church family by 

providing the hospitality treats on a Sunday 

morning?  There are still available slots in May: 

May 1-Betty May 

May 8-Darrell & Mary Kay Smith 

May 15-Chris & Gabi Young in honor of their son’s 

baptism 

May 22-_____________________ 

May 29-_____________________ 

Sign up at the usher podium in the church foyer. 

 

 

YOUR SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

 Laura Minnick, 

Moderator 

 Joe Coltman,  

Treasurer 

 Austin Shackelford,  

Clerk 

 John Schneeman,  

Buildings & Grounds 

 Nancy Splain,  

Worship & Music 

 Carol Shaw,  

Diaconate 

 Tina Bennett,  

Membership 

 Beth Franco,  

Outreach 

 Lisa Laurro,  

Education 

 Joan Reynolds,  

Personnel 

 Joel Johnson,  

At Large 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR SHEPHERD STAFF 
 

Vicki Hauser, 

Administrative Coordinator 

sohucc@gmail.com 

(602)840-3130 

 

Eliseo Aranda, 
Church Custodian 

suns0980@gmail.com 

 

Xuelai Wu, 

Director of Music 

xuelaiwu@asu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sohucc@gmail.com
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May 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Good Earth Coffee 
& Chocolate Sales 

 

Communion 

Rev. Silvester 

7pm Good Earth 
Meeting 

6:30pm Church 
Council Meeting 

10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

6:30pm Choir  

 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Happy Mother’s 
Day! 

 

 

Rev. Steinke 

 7am Men’s 
Breakfast 

 

7pm Wiseguys @ 
Shaw’s 

10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

6:30pm Choir 

 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Baptism 

 

Rev. Clark 
(requests anyone 
inclined to do so wear 
red for Pentecost) 

 7am Maricopa 
County Polling 
Place 

 

1pm Truthseekers 

10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

6:30pm Choir 

11am Book Club 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Tina 
Campbell 

  10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

6:30pm Choir 

 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

29 30 31     

 

 

 

Lisa Laurro 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

Memorial Day 
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Through our ministry of hospitality, we provide space to the following: 
 

Sun. - 3:00pm   Marshallese Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. - 4:00pm   Meditation Group in Parish House 

Mon. - 8:00pm   AA Group in Hall  

Tues. - 6:30pm    AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen in Hall 

Wed. - 8:00pm      AA Group in Hall 

Mon.-Sat. - 7:00am    First Light AA Group in Fireplace Room 

Sat. – 8:30am  Hatha Yoga in Hall 
 

Parish House Office Space ~ Rebel & Divine United Church of Christ 

 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 


