
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator Musings 

By Laura Minnick 

Easter always amazes me.  It has none of the 

Christmas build up.  Easter songs have not been 

playing since New Year’s Eve.  The Easter bunny 

and Easter eggs are nowhere to be found in the 

Bible, contrary to shepherds, angels, wise men and 

all that stuff at Christmas. 
 

Yet, we come to church in large numbers, at Easter.  

How come?  I think, way down in each of us we 

come because we hope we’re celebrating our own 

Easter, our own entry into eternal life.  What do you 

think?  In one way or another, through the various 

biblical stories, Jesus rose from the dead and 

entered eternal life and promises the same for me 

and you.  An even better question might be, do we 

believe this, and if we do, do we live as if we 

believe this?  Do you live as someone who is loved 

and held forever – right here, right now?  It’s your 

decision, it’s your Easter. 
 

Could we carry this knowing into our faith 

community, is this Shepherd of the Hills Easter?  

Are we loved, and held, always and forever?  This 

is my experience at Shepherd of the Hills.  You 

were here when my family joined in 2004, and you 

welcomed us openly.  Twelve years later, every 

year, SOH has been here, and I have felt loved and 

held.  All we have is today, and today we have faith, 

hope and love.  Thank you Shepherd, for being my 

Easter. 
 

-Laura 

 

 

Congratulations to Josh & Anna 

Whistler as they welcome their first 

baby, Eliana Lee Whistler into the 

world on March 1
st
.  Josh was baptized, confirmed, 

married and ordained at Shepherd before moving to 

Colorado where he serves as a chaplain. 

 

SUNDAYS AT SHEPHERD 

Listed are our Pulpit Supply Pastors for April: 

 April 3  Rev. Judy Winkelpleck 

April 10 Rev. Lionel Miles 

April 17          Rev. Robert Felix 

April 24           Rev. Lionel Miles 

 

Transportation Day at  

The Hills Preschool  
 By Nola Enge 
 Passersby may have noticed         

the groovy vibe on campus 

recently as the preschool 

welcomed a dozen vehicles for 

Transportation Day.  
 

Among them was Walter the Bus.  At 13-feet high, 

36-foot long and 19,500 pounds, Walter is the 

World's Largest Volkswagen Bus.  Walter takes up 

the same space as eight VW busses stacked 

together, four on top and four on the bottom.  The 

large sound system led to a preschool dance party in 

Shepherd's parking lot, much to the delight of the 

children and parents.  The preschoolers 

also explored a large boat, police car, golf cart, 

motorcycle, Truly Nolen mouse limousine and 

beetle, garbage truck and a classic car. Fun was had 

by all, including joggers and bikers from the 

neighborhood that couldn't resist stopping by 

and having a look. 
 

Next up, our annual Teddy Bear Picnic.  It's a 

picnic...with BEARS! 

 
 

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club meets on the third 

Thursday of the month at 

11:30am in the conference room 

at the Parish House.  This month 

we will meet on April 21
st
.  We would love 

to have you join us.  All are welcome.   
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WITH HONOR AND IN 

REMEMBRANCE… 

As you take in the beauty 

of the Easter   lilies this 

Resurrection Day, you are 

invited to reflect on the 

significance of these flowers, the donors, 

and the lives they honor through this symbol 

of new life: 

Bill & Ellen Janiga  
In Memory of Roger Burritt 

Beth & Joel Johnson (2)  

In Memory of Dorothy & Henry Johnson 

In Memory of Elizabeth & William Bates 

Chad Stevens & Kyle Langer(2)  

Chad Stevens family 

Kyle Langer family  

Pat & Dick Becker  

In Memory of Martha and Bill Becker and             

Kathryn & Don Prior 

Sally Shackelford & Family  

In Honor of my family 

Carol & Lew Shaw(2)  

In Memory of their children, Martha Shaw 

& David Shaw 

Caroline Mills 

Beth Sposito   
In Memory of Dan Sposito 

Mark & Laura Minnick 

In Memory of Joseph Minnick 

Larry Wilson 

In Honor of Mary Jean Wilson 

  Doc & Mary K Smith 

In Honor of Charlotte Ross 

Lauren & Paul Schweizer (2) 

In Memory of Margaret & William 

Schweizer, Paul’s parents 

In Memory of Faith Kinner Whittier, 

Lauren’s mother 

 The Boorman family 
 In Memory of Bob Boorman 

 John Clark 
 In Memory of Jeanie Clark 

 Connie Archer (2) 
In memory of my family 

 In honor of my family 

Jill Thomas and Rob Hart (3) 

 In Memory of Billy Hamberg 

 In Memory of Garry Hart 

In Memory of Ward Carter 
  

Thank you to my church family 

for all the cards, visits and calls 

during my recovery from knee 

replacement surgery. They helped 

to keep my spirit up and encouraged me to work 

hard at my therapy so I can return to all my church 

activities.  Love, Linley Morris 

 

 

The Ugandan Kids Choir, a group of ten talented 

Ugandan children, will be performing at Shepherd 

of the Hills at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 10, 

2016.  The Ugandan Kids Choir is a ministry of 

Childcare Worldwide, which has empowered 

children in the developing world since 1981.  The 

choir (ages 8-12) will delight us with singing 

traditional African songs, play authentic African 

instruments and dance in their colorful African 

attire.  By coming to this event, you will enjoy 

traditional African song and dance, as well as help 

support children in need all around the world.  Be 

sure to bring family and friends! 

 
            

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE  
ONE PURCHASE AT A 

TIME… 
 

The Good Earth Group holds its 

monthly sale of Fair Trade coffee and chocolate 

before and after Worship on the first Sunday of 

the month.  This month they will be hosting their 

sale on April 3
rd

. 
 

Purchasing your coffee, chocolate, and fresh 

produce from the Good Earth Group is a simple 

way to help make a difference for the sake of your 

health and for the sake of the earth’s health. 

    



A note from Reba Craig… 

I am visually impaired and 

have a request for worship 

participants: Please use the 

microphone, speak loudly and 

always introduce yourselves. 

I'm unable to participate in 

much of the worship service, 

so the announcements and prayer requests are very 

important to me. Also, I may not recognize you 

until we are very close, so please be patient. Thank 

you for helping me be a part of my church home on 

Sunday morning. God bless SOH! 

 

ICM FOOD & CLOTHING BANK NEWS 
By Liz Mullen 

 

It seems that many ICM clients are in transition: 

they’ve just moved and are trying to set up a 

household, their things have been stolen or 

repossessed, adult children and grandchildren 

return. They are often looking for the things that 

make a home:  cookware, bedding, towels, dishes, 

small electrical appliances, even lamps, fans, books 

and knickknacks.  If you are simplifying your home 

and have extras of these items, please donate them 

to ICM. 

 

WITH SYMPATHY… 

We extend our sympathies to the family of David 

Baker, long time Shepherd member.  Services are 

planned for April 9
th

 at 11:00AM here at Shepherd 

of the Hills. 

 

SUNDAY HOSPITALITY/ALTAR FLOWERS 

Would you be willing to supply 

treats (examples include: cookies, 

bars, fruit, muffins, cheese & 

crackers, etc.) after Sunday 

worship? If so, please call the church office, or pick 

a date on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Coffee 

and lemonade are already provided.  There are also 

many dates still available to donate altar flowers in 

2016.  That sign up is also in the Narthex. 

 

NOTICE 

 The 2
nd

 Saturday Covenant group will meet on 

the second FRIDAY in April, the 8
th

, due to a 

scheduling conflict.   

 

Interim Pastor Called 

Beginning June 15
th

 Rev. Jim Meadows will be 

coming to Shepherd of the Hills to serve as our 

Interim Pastor.  In the meantime, if you are in need 

of Pastoral care, call the church office or send an 

email to sohucc@gmail.com.  We have many 

talented clergy and lay leaders that attend SOH who 

are will to help out. 

 

LIFE AT SOH AT A GLANCE 

 9:00AM April 1
st
 AZPW Group in 

Fellowship Hall 

 April 3
rd

 Good Earth Sales after Worship 

 April 3
rd

 Worship & Music Mtg after 

Worship at Parish House 

 7:00PM April 4
th

 Good Earth Mtg at Parish 

House 

 6:30PM April 5
th

 Church Council Meeting 

at Parish House 

 10:00AM April 8
th

 Second Saturday Group 

in Fellowship Hall (Note date change) 

 11:00AM April 9
th

 David Baker Memorial 

Service in Sanctuary and luncheon 

afterwards in Hall 

 4:00PM April 10
th

 Ugandan Kids Choir 

Concert in Sanctuary 

 7:00AM April 12
th

 Men’s Breakfast @ 

Randy’s 

 7:00PM April 12
th

 Wiseguys (location TBA) 

 1:00PM April 19
th

 Truthseekers Covenant 

Group in Fireplace Room 

 9:00AM April 21
st
 AZPW Mtg in 

Fellowship Hall 

 11:00AM April 21
st
 Book Club Mtg at 

Parish House 

 12:00-5:00PM April 28
th

 Scrabble Group in 

Fellowship Hall 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 9:00AM Every Sunday Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00AM Every Sunday Worship 

 3:00PM Every Sunday Marshallese Worship 

 4:00PM Every Sunday Meditation Group 

 10:00AM Every Wednesday-Wednesday 

Wanderings Bible Study 

 6:30PM Every Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 AM Every Friday Bridge Club 

 8:30AM Every Saturday Yoga  

 

 

 

mailto:sohucc@gmail.com


Volunteer Spotlight 

By Laura Minnick 

 I want to introduce 

you to Lauren, she is 

a member of 

Shepherd, and has 

served in many 

volunteer roles 

within Shepherd and 

outside of Shepherd.  Her most recent 

volunteer work for Shepherd, was to line up 

our Pulpit Pastors, during this time of 

transition, until our called Interim Pastor, 

begins.  
 

Lauren Schweizer has been living in 

Arizona from October through May for the 

past eleven years and in Elmira, NY since 

1977. She and and Paul initially came to 

Shepherd of the Hills because they had been 

friends with Steve and Jane Davis since 

Steve was their pastor, and Jane Lauren's 

colleague, in Elmira.  
 

Lauren has worked as: a college admissions 

counselor, a writer and editor, a counselor 

for court-involved families, Executive 

Director of a human service agency, a 

parenting and human sexuality educator and 

a consultant doing public relations, 

executive searches and fund-raising for not-

for-profit organizations. As a volunteer she 

has served: on the Council, as Clerk and as 

Stewardship Chair for both of her churches; 

as a board member for the YWCA, Planned 

Parenthood, the Elmira Housing Authority, 

the Association for the Blind, Family 

Services of Chemung County, the Junior 

League, the Elmira Board of Education, the 

Chemung Valley Montessori School, et al. 

She was one of the initial Trainers for the 

Unitarian Universalist-United Church of 

Christ lifespan sexuality education program, 

"Our Whole Lives" (OWL). 

The most rewarding volunteer experiences 

Lauren has had have been as substitute 

executive director for six weeks for an ICM-

type organization in New York and as a 

"Pal" in a big-sister-type program to a little 

girl for several years. She also enjoyed 

working on the "Open Table" project that 

SOH participated in several years ago. 
 

Lauren has been married to Paul, her high school 

sweetheart, for forty-seven years. They have 

derived much joy from traveling to many foreign 

countries (in conjunction with Paul's years as 

President of the family-owned Schweizer Aircraft 

Corp.) and from being parents to son Jordan and 

daughter Gareth. Now grandparents to Evalyn and 

Oliver (who live with their parents in Cheltenham, 

England) and to Goldie, who lives with her parents 

in Cottonwood Heights, Utah), Lauren and Paul feel 

fortunate to see the "grands" via FaceTime and 

frequent visits! 

  

The Arizona Jewish Historical Society & 

Congregation Kehillah present our 2nd 

Annual Interfaith Passover Seder 

Thursday, April 14th at 6:30pm 
Arizona Jewish Historical Society  

Cutler-Plotkin Jewish Heritage Center 

122 E. Culver Street, Phoenix 

Tickets: $36 each.  For more info contact: 

602-241-7870 or www.azjhs.org 

 

ATTENTION ALL CHILDREN:   
All children between the ages of 1-18 

who attend Sunday services in April 

may pick a beanie baby of their choice from a 

basket that an usher at each entrance of the 

sanctuary will have. There will be a variety of 

different beanie babies for you to choose from.  

~~From a friend at Shepherd of the Hills! 

Blessings to all God’s children… 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

TUESDAY, MAY 3 at 6:30 PM 

Celebrate 25th Anniversary of VIP 

Location:  TBD 

Shepherd of the Hills UCC is one of the founding 

members.  Please plan to join us to commemorate 

our successes and determine our future efforts. 

 

 

SCRABBLE GROUP 

Are you interested in building 

community and sharpening your 

Scrabble skills?  Please join us at noon 

on Friday, April 22.  Bring a sack lunch, and we'll 

start playing at 12:30.  Call Judy Eighmey at (602) 

743-2251 with questions. 

 

 

 

tel:%28602%29%20743-2251
tel:%28602%29%20743-2251




Shepherd of the Hills Congregational                    
United Church of Christ 
5524 E. Lafayette Blvd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85018-4599 
 
   Address Correction Requested 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through our ministry of hospitality, we provide space to the following: 
 

Sun. - 3:00pm   Marshallese Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. - 4:00pm   Meditation Group in Parish House 

Mon. - 8:00pm   AA Group in Hall  

Tues. - 6:30pm    AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen in Hall 

Wed. - 8:00pm      AA Group in Hall 

Mon.-Sat. - 7:00am    First Light AA Group in Fireplace Room 

Sat. – 8:30am  Hatha Yoga in Hall 
 

Parish House Office Space ~ Rebel & Divine United Church of Christ 

 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 


