
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUO LOGOS 
Hasn’t 2016 been an amazing 
year?  The Chicago Cubs are 
World Champions, Donald Trump 
has been elected President, and 
Shepherd of the Hills UCC has 
been in pastoral transition. 
 

God continues to bless our church 
with members and friends who 
faithfully support it with time, 

talent, and treasure and who truly live out God’s 
extravagant welcome through monthly 
engagements in mission and service to our 
community, including hosting another Family 
Promise event in January. 
 

A busy December is ahead of us, with our 
Stewardship Campaign, Advent Luncheon,Choir 
Cantata,  choir caroling, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day worship.   
 

Please remember in your prayers those who will 
struggle through these holidays as they face 
loneliness and grief.  Remember, too, those in our 
neighborhoods who are hungry, unemployed, or in 
life transitions.    
 

Advent and Christmas help renew our spirits after a 
year of surprising, and for many, unsettling events 
in our own lives and in our nation.  May Christ 
come once again to dwell in our hearts, that the 
peace and joy He brings will carry us into the New 
Year with hope and trust. 
 

Blessings to you in this holy season. 
 

Pastor Jim 

 
 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Shepherd of the Hills will host the 

Red Cross bloodmobile on Sunday, December 18th 
from 8:00AM-1:00PM.  To schedule an 
appointment please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or log 
onto redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code: 
Shepherd. 

MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 
 submitted by Laura Minnick 

Whether you voted for Hillary, or for Trump, you 
may still be experiencing upset after this election.  I 
know I’m still processing what this all means.  We 
have all experienced turmoil and uncertainty in our 
lives, and Shepherd has been experiencing the 
unknown for quite some time, which can feel 
insecure.  Thank God Christmas comes to us now, 
reminding us that God understands, cares, and is 
certain to take us through and beyond such times.  
 

The Christmas story reminds us that life and 
Christmas are not easy.  Christmas takes planning, 
patience, generosity, resources, commitment, 
sacrifice, work and service to others, and FAITH.  
May your Christmas season be joyful, peaceful, 
and renewing. 
 

With respect and love Shepherd Family. 
 

Wishing you a good holiday and wellness for all in 
your family. 
 
-Laura 

 

 

GOOD EARTH NEWS 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

Good Earth coffee and chocolate will be available 
after church December 4. Stop by and stock up for 
the holidays. Nothing better than an organic fair 
trade chocolate bar in your stocking!  
 
 

WISE GUYS 

The Wise Guys will meet on Thursday, December 
15th at 6:00 PM at the home of Larry Wilson.  The 
Wise Guys is open to new members who would like 
to be part of a covenant group. 

 

 

TRUTHSEEKERS 
The Truth Seekers will be hosted by Liz and Dan 
Mullen on Tuesday, December 20th. Truthseekers 
is open to new members who would like to be part 
of a Covenant Group.  
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ICM NEWS 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

I've said it before, but it's worth repeating: our 
Shepherds are the best! You generously donated 
25 turkeys and cash for two more. That has a very 
meaningful impact on our less fortunate neighbors. 
 

The Angel Tree is returning to the narthex. It will be 
a little different this year: specific 
children have been identified 
and their wishes and sizes will 
be available on the cards. ICM is 
partnering with the National 
Charity League to distribute toys 
directly to the families. Gifts will 
need to be under the tree and in 

a bag with the card attached by December 11.  
Should you have extra wrapping paper, ribbon or 
gift bags, they are always appreciated. 
 

And last, but certainly not least: The Arizona Tax 
Credit for Qualifying Charitable Organizations 
(formerly the Working Poor Tax Credit) limit has 
been raised to $800 per couple ($400 per 
individual). This is a dollar for dollar credit to 
qualifying charities aiding the working poor. It is in 
addition to all education tax credits. Check with 
your tax advisor, but if you are able to make such a 
donation (or even part of one) by December 31, the 
impact is huge. 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE NEWS 
submitted by Bill Janiga 

On November 13th the Search Committee was 
commissioned to officially enter into the process of 
finding a new settled Pastor.  The committee 
consists of Bill Janiga (Chair), Beth Sposito, Larry 
Wilson, Judy Eighmey, Diana Schneeman and 
Austin Shackelford.  The committee has met 
several times and is gathering information for the 
church profile.  This is the document that applicants 
will review to make a decision on whether they are 
interested in applying to our church.  Within reason, 
the committee would like to accelerate the process.  
If you would like to provide input on what our next 
minister will be like, please contact someone on the 
search committee. 
 

END OF YEAR GIVING 

If you would like to know the 
balance of your 2016 pledge, 
please email a request to 
sohucc@gmail.com or call the 

church office at (602)840-3130.  In order to qualify 
for2016 charitable giving, contributions have to be 
made by December 31st 

 
OUTREACH NEWS 

submitted by Beth Franco 

Our Special Offering for December goes to benefit 
The Christmas Fund and our own Ministry at the 
Doorstep.  The Christmas Fund Provides direct 
financial assistance to retired and active United 
Church of Christ authorized ministers and lay 
employees and their surviving spouses, including 
pension and health premium supplementation, 
emergency assistance, and Christmas thank-you 
checks.  A ministry of the Pension Boards, the 
offering is received annually on the Sunday before 
Christmas.  Ministry at the Doorstep is the Pastor’s 
discretionary fund used to provide emergency 
support to members in our own community. 
This offering is received on the Sunday before 
Christmas. 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Lew & Carol Shaw 
12000 N. 90th Street 
Apt 1038 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

 

COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

For many years, the women 
of our congregation have 
baked and donated cookies to 
distribute to members of our 
congregation who have 

recently been unable to attend services. If you are 
able, please bring in a few dozen cookies or 
candies to the kitchen before church December 18. 
Tins are needed, too. The carolers will deliver 
cookies to individuals they are serenading and the 
rest will need to be delivered. If you can help with 
this, please stop back by the kitchen after service 
and take a tin or two. This outreach has been so 
appreciated by our fellow congregants. 

 
 Mark your calendar!  Please join us on Sunday, 

December 11th, to share in food and 
fellowship, following our Stewardship 
Sunday Service.  We will gather our 
2017 pledge cards during worship 
service and then share a meal in 

Fellowship Hall immediately following our 10 
o’clock service.  The menu includes:  Turkey 
cranberry croissant sandwich, salad, apple, chips 
and a dessert.  Please join us!  ALL are 
welcome. 



 

DUET NEWS 

Gifts You Cannot Open 
During this holiday season, 
please consider sharing your 

precious gift of time to bring joy to others!  Just a 
couple hours per month will transform life for an 
isolated elder.  Take the next step by registering 
for an upcoming Duet volunteer orientation at 
(602)274-5022 or www.duetaz.org.  Financial 
gifts also lead to free-of-charge, transformational 
services.  Donations to Duet qualify for the dollar-
for-dollar AZ Charitable Tax Credit.  The credit 
doubled this year to $400 for individuals and 
$800 for couples.  The credit may be claimed in 
addition to public school and school tuition 
organization credits. 
Treat yourself to Tea while helping others 
Enjoy scones, tea sandwiches, and dessert—
plus a live performance by mesmerizing electric 
violinist Elizabeth Bacher at Duet’s 26th 
anniversary Poinsettia Tea.  This joyous event 
takes place at the Hyatt Regency Scottsdale at 
Gainey Ranch on Sunday, December 11th at 
2:00PM.  Make your reservations ($70 each) by 
December 2nd at www.duetaz.org or (602)274-
5022.  All proceeds support Duet’s free-of-charge 
health and aging services. 
 

THE HILLS PRESCHOOL REPORT 
By Nola Enge 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Though it seems the school year just 
began, we're already preparing for our 
annual Breakfast with Santa, a long-
time tradition at the preschool. When 

my kids little here, they had cereal and milk before 
they managed a picture with Santa and a word or 
two if they were feeling especially brave. Those 
were our first tear-free Santa pictures, probably 
because they were in the company of their "big" 
preschool peers.  These days we have waffles in 
the Hall, and parents, siblings, teachers and some 
alumni enjoy breakfast as well. Please join us 
Friday, December 16 at 8am if you have little ones 
and would like a photo/waffles with Santa! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
This Christmas season we pause to thank our 
Shepherd friends for all your kindnesses throughout 
the year.  We believe we are making a difference in 
the lives of our children and families and we thank 
you for your prayers and continued support for the 
preschool. The motto of our Italian-based 
philosophy is "Nothing Without Joy", and that's 
exactly my Christmas wish for each of you! 

 
 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE OF 

EVENTS 

submitted by Missy Shackelford 

Saturday, December 10th: 1-4pm 
Cookie making and decorating, Fellowship Hall 
 
Sunday, December 11th: Stewardship 

Sunday- Blessings of the 
Season Lunch 
Please bring your favorite 
Nativity on Sunday, Dec. 11th 
to Fellowship Hall to be used 
as a centerpiece for our 

luncheon.  We are excited to hear stories about 
what makes them so special! 
 

Sunday, December 18th: 
Choir Christmas Cantata, 

caroling and cookie delivery to 
shut-ins after the service.  

 
Saturday, December 24th: 5:30pm Christmas 
Eve service followed by the Christmas Eve 
Soup Dinner.  Please look for the sign-up in the 
narthex to bring soup, bread, or cookies.  You 
may also contact Missy Shackelford at 
missysshack@gmail.com or 602-316-1110. 

 
 

ROCK &ROLL MARATHON 
Mark your calendar!  The Rock & 
Roll Marathon is in Phoenix again 
January 14th and 15th.  Because 
of road closures the morning of 
the 15th we will be having church 
services Saturday night, January 
14th at 5:30PM. 

 
 
 

mailto:missysshack@gmail.com
tel:%28602%29%20316-1110


 

 
 

 

SERMON THEMES FOR 

DECEMBER 2016 

 
 

December 4 Second Sunday of Advent 
First Sacred Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 
Title: “Ever Try Locust and Wild Honey?” 
 
December 11 Third Sunday of Advent 
First Sacred Reading: Psalms 146:5-10 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading:  Matthew 11:2-11 
NRSV 
Title: “John, You’re a Great Man, but …” 
 
December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
First Sacred Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Second Sacred Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
Choir Cantata 
 
December 25 Christmas Day 
First Sacred Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7   
Second Sacred Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
Title: “Stories and Carols” 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club will meet on 
Thursday, December 15th at 11:30 
AM in the Parish House 
library/conference room.    All are 
welcome.  Bring a lunch and a beverage. Come join 
us to share a favorite book! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
HONOR A LOVED ONE 

Poinsettias can be 
purchased in honor or in 
memory of a loved one.  
Flyers are available in the 
narthex to place your order.  

The deadline to purchase poinsettias is Monday, 
December 12th.  Please enclose payment with your 
flyer when you submit it. 

 

Happy Birthday to our 

members and friends 

with birthdays in 

December 

12/2 Laurel Kimball 

12/2 Doug Erickson 

12/6 John Thompson 

12/8 Margaret Schmich 

12/10 Abigail Verstegen 

12/10 Connie Archer 

12/13 John Clark 

12/14 Rudy Brunton 

12/15 Kristopher Curtis 

12/16 Barbara Lacy 

12/17 Judy Bitter 

12/17 Luke Olney 

12/18 Homer Gilchrist 

12/18 Joe Olney 

12/24 Tommy Welker 

12/28 Amy Warren 

12/29 Todd Trickel 

12/30 Ginny Wurtz 

 

 

 



 

December 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

 

 1 2 3 

Outreach and Special 
Offering for 
December= 

Veterans of the Cross 

And Ministry at the 
Doorstep 

    10AM 
Bridge 

8:30AM Yoga 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ Art 
Classes 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10AM Worship  
 
Good Earth Coffee 
and Chocolate Sales 

ICM Pick Up 

 

7PM Good Earth 
Group Meeting-
Parish House 

 

 

6:30PM Church 
Council Mtg, 
Parish House 
 

 

 

 

10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

8:00AM 
The Hills 
Preschool 
Santa 
Breakfast, 
Fellowship 
Hall 
5:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

10AM 
Bridge 
 

10AM 

2
nd

 Saturday 
Covenant 
Group, 
Parish 
House 

8:30AM Beginner 
Ballet 

1-4 Cookie making 
& decorating 

1-4PM United Art 
of AZ Art Classes 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10AM Worship 

Advent/Stewardship 
Luncheon after 
service 

Good Earth Coffee 
and Chocolate Sales 

Angel Tree Deadline 

 

 

 

 

POINSETTIA 
DEADLINE 

 
 

 

 

7AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
@Randy’s 

7PM Wiseguys 
at the home of 
Larry Wilson 

 

10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

 

 

11:30AM 
Book Club, 
Parish House 

 

 

10AM 
Bridge 

 

 

 

8:30AM Yoga 
 

Cantata Rehearsal 
 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ Art 
Classes 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10AM Worship 

*Red Cross Blood 
Drive 

*Christmas Cantata 

*Caroling 
 

 

 

ICM Pick Up 1PM 
Truthseekers  

Hosts: Liz & Dan 
Mullen 

10AM Wednes. 
Wanderings 
 
6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

 

10AM 
Bridge 
 

 

January 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

 

 

 

8:30AM Yoga 

1-4PM UAA Classes 

5:30PM Christmas 
Eve Service & Soup 
Dinner 

                             
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

10AM Worship 

 

 

Christmas 
Holiday 
Observed 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 10AM Wednes. 
Wanderings 
 
6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

   

 
 



 

 

Shepherd of the Hills UCC 

Council Meeting 

Tuesday November, 1st, 2016 

 

In attendance: Rev. Jim Meadows, Laura Minnick, Carol Shaw, Nancy Splain, Joe Coltman, Austin 

Shackelford, Beth Franco, Joel Johnson Not in attendance- Lisa Laurro, John Schneeman 

 

Opening Prayer: 6:36 PM Rev. Jim Meadows 

 

Approval of the Minutes: October minutes approved, as amended, on October 10th, 2016 via email. 

 

Committee Updates: 

 

Personnel-Vacant (report by Laura Minnick) 

 

After the passing the motion to increase Xuelai’s 2016 salary in the October council meeting, further 

discussions have led to completing a performance review for Vicki Hauser with the intent of adjusting her pay 

as well.  

Also pertaining to the discussion and motion of Xuelai’s salary, there was an incorrect figure quoted for her 

salary. That figure has been corrected and is as follows: Annual salary prior to the motion $12,350. After 

passing the motion for an 8.75% increase her 2016 salary is now $13,430 retroactive to June 2016. 

Council is looking for a replacement for Joan Reynolds on to lead the personnel committee and will hopefully 

have someone in place for the 2017 annual Congregational meeting.  

 

Worship & Music (Nancy Splain) 
 

It has been a quiet stretch before we ramp things up for the holidays. The music for Christmas has been given 

choir in preparation and it is very exciting material. We are looking forward to a great holiday season.  

 

Pastor’s Report 
 

Confirmation: This year has a class of 4 teenagers. The program is underway and we are enthusiastic to have 

them participating. Hopefully we will have a chance to introduce them to the Congregation at an upcoming 

service.  

Search Committee: The committee has been gathered and they will be officially commissioned during the 

service on Sunday November 13th. Their first task is to complete the Shepherd of the Hills profile, which will 

be viewed as an informational resource to give to pastors interested in the position. The committee has the goal 

of completing the profile by the end of the year. The Southwest Conference plays a mentoring role and has 

appointed Pastor Jayne Hubbard (Black Mountain UCC-Cave Creek) as a coach through the search and call 

process. The committee has also appointed Bill Janiga as the Chair and is also comprised of Austin Shackelford, 

Judy Eighmey, Beth Sposito, Diana Schneeman, and Larry Wilson.  

Marshallese Congregation 

The time has come to draft an official agreement with the Marshallese Congregation. There is currently no 

agreement or official documentation, the relationship began with one time agreement for building use on 

Sundays. However, the group has grown and is using more than expected. Rev. Meadows is currently drafting 

an agreement. We are looking at increasing the rent to cover the costs of taking care of the building.  

Vicki Vacation Time 

Please be advised that Vicki will be out of the office on the following dates for well deserved vacation time: 

 Nov 14th and 15
th

;   Nov 21st-Nov 25th ;  December 7
th

, 8th, and  9
th

. 

 



 

Stewardship Drive 

Planning for the annual stewardship campaign is underway. There will be a letter and brochure sent out and a 

celebration of completion in December. 

  

Treasurer’s Report (Joe Coltman) 
 

Without a formal report since this is the first day of the month, it can be noted that overall we are slightly 

behind on the amount of income than what was projected at this time. However, expenses are much lower than 

what was forecast and the Church is in a good financial position at this time.  

There was a misunderstanding between us and Vanguard where we have one of our investment accounts.  

Vanguard was expecting paperwork authorizing new signatories. Without that paperwork, they elected to cash 

out our account and send us a check. The money is now in our checking account at Chase until we reinvest it. 

We are currently looking at investment options such as the UCC Funds where we have our Endowment Fund.  

SOH has received its annual pledge form from the Southwest Conference. The basis for our contribution is 

census information on our current membership. This is great timing because the Search Committee also needs 

to compile that data.  

 

Buildings & Grounds (John Schneeman-absent, Rev. Meadows and Laura Minnick) 
 

The only current project worth noting is the lining of the door thresholds at the preschool to hinder the recent 

surge in scorpions found in the building.  

 

Membership (Vacant) 
 

Laura is very encouraged after receiving interest in this position from a congregation member. Hopefully 

everything works out and the position can be filled in January.   

 

Diaconate (Carol Shaw) 
 

The diaconate committee has been continuing their work and is in contact with people in need. One recent 

suggestion is that if the alter flowers are not claimed, they can be distributed to people on the prayer list. The 

committee will look into this suggestion.  

 

Outreach (Beth Franco) 
 

Upcoming events: 

A moment of “Why I Vote” by John Dorhauer on Sunday Nov. 6th  

ICM Turkey Drive on the Nov 20th 

Blood Drive on the December 18th  

Garden has been planted, but there have been issues for getting the sprinkler system. Abraham mentioned he 

enjoys sprinklers and can possibly help with that project.  
 

Christian Education (Lisa Laurro-absent) 
 

As mentioned before the confirmation class is underway and there are no other known initiatives at this time. 
 

Adjournment  
 

Motion to adjourn by Laura Minnick at 7:48pm. Seconded by Nancy Splain. Unanimous approval.  

Next Meeting Tuesday December 6th, 2016 at 6:30PM.  
 

Minutes respectfully and enthusiastically submitted, 

 

Austin J. Shackelford, Clerk 


