
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DUO LOGOS 
 

Sitting here at my desk in 

the final weeks of my 

ministry at the Church of 

the Palms in Sun City, 

lots of questions arise as 

I anticipate beginning 

anew with you at Shepherd.  What has happened for 

you in the 3 years since I was last with you?  What 

have been your joys?  What have been your 

struggles?  Where have you been, where are you 

going and what have you learned?   
 

I look forward to hearing your answers to these and 

other questions that lie in my heart and mind for 

you.  Listening is an important part of a successful 

interim experience, and I suspect I will be doing a 

lot of it.  And that’s good.  We need to be listened 

to without judgement or disregard.   
 

I have shared a tentative plan for the Interim with 

your Moderator, Laura, which I will be telling you 

about soon.  This plan details steps that are vital in 

preparing for the calling of a new “settled” Pastor.  

Interim periods can be wonderful opportunities for 

congregations to learn about themselves and how 

God is calling them to live out the teachings and 

example of Jesus.  We will pray for that as we turn 

a new page in the story which is Shepherd of the 

Hills. 

Jim Meadows 

 

The Second Saturday 

Covenant Group will not 

be meeting in June.  Stay 

tuned to Shepherd Life 

and Parish News for the next scheduled meeting. 

Book Club, Wiseguys and Truthseekers have 

adjourned for the summer.  Book Club will resume 

in September.  Wiseguys and Truthseekers will 

resume in October.  Hope all have a happy and cool 

summer! 

 

 

GOOD EARTH GROUP PRODUCE 
On Sunday, June 5

th
 following the Sunday morning 

Worship Service your Good Earth Group will have 

fresh produce for sale in addition to the usual first 

Sunday sales of Chocolate and Coffee.  Check them 

out! 
 

 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU 

 

Members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills 

 

Inis and I want to thank you for your hospitality 

Sunday May 15.  You were not only warm in your 

reception of us but extremely helpful in assisting in 

the worship experience.  Also, we were pleased to 

be with you on this day which offered an 

opportunity to administer and celebrate a baptism. 

What a joy it was.  This time with you is what could 

be called a playful, faithful occasion. 
 

We know it is with eager anticipation that you await 

the coming of your called Interim Senior Minister, 

Rev. Jim Meadows. Please know you are in our 

thoughts as you move forward and onward in your 

search process. 

 

Blessing! 

Rev. James and Inis Clark 

 

Rev. Meadows’ Sermons for June ‘16 

 

June 19 

 Lesson: Luke 8:26-39 

Sermon Title: Grand Master Oogway Speaks! 

Theme: Let’s not give our demons too much power. 

 

June 26 

 Lesson: Luke 9:51-62 

Sermon Title: “Never Look Back … They Might Be 

Gaining On Ya’” 

Theme: Forget hindsight, let’s look ahead! 
 

Shepherd Life 
 

The Monthly Newsletter for  
Shepherd of the Hills Congregational UCC 

Volume 55/Issue 6 
June 2016 
 
 

Shepherd of the Hills is a faith community which seeks to learn, to love, and to serve together. 
 



FOR A NEW BABY... 

In celebration of our Director of Music, 

Xuelai Wu and her husband Michael 

Talerico's precious new baby coming in 

July, the choir is collecting donations 

towards the purchase of a camcorder for 

them.  If you would like to contribute, please drop 

off or send your donation to the church office, 5524 

E. Lafayette Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85018 or to Sue 

Spahle, 4638 E. Flower St., Phoenix, AZ 85018 by 

Sunday, June 11.  Please make checks payable to 

Shepherd of the Hills and memo, Xuelai baby gift. 

You are welcome to include a personal card or note 

and we will include your name in our group card 

too. If you have any questions, please contact Missy 

Shackelford, 602-316-1110 or Sue Spahle, 602-722-

6636 

 

THE HILLS PRESCHOOL REPORT 
By Nola Enge 

We've just finished up a 

wonderful school year!  We 

celebrated with music in the 

Sanctuary filled with parents and 

grandparents who surprised us 

with a loud and hearty standing 

ovation for our talented teachers 

(yes, there were tears!).  We're so 

thankful for all the children we're 

"shepherding" to Kindergarten.  It is a large group 

this year, some children have been with us for four 

years so goodbyes can be bittersweet.  That said, 

we're looking forward to many new families we've 

already welcomed for summer and fall.  We 

continue to work to make our school a true 

community, filled with people making connections 

to each other, our church, school and 

neighborhood.  

Since the last newsletter, I'll add that we had a 

wonderful time at Camp Friendly Pines.  Though it 

was cold and pouring rain, we did not 

suffer.  Thunder kept us inside only briefly, and the 

children delighted in the water and woods with their 

friends and family. 
 

GOOD EARTH COFFEE & 
CHOCOLATE SALES 

by Liz Mullen 

The next sale for coffee and chocolate will 

be June 5, and it will be an end-of-the-season sale to 

clear the cupboard til we return in October. Coffee 

will be $10, chocolate 2/$5, pods $7 and cocoa/hot 

chocolate $5 (you know you want to bake 

brownies!). There should be produce too, so stop by 

before and after the service. 

 

GREAT HEARTS INSTITUTE 

Do you feel the desire to have really great 

conversations?  Have you been out of the education 

world and miss learning?  Are you a teacher and 

wish you could be the student again?  Do you want 

to explore books and the world more deeply?  Do 

you want to rejuvenate yourself after a long tedious 

day?  Then you should sign up for our Great Hearts 

Institute courses!  

Below are our courses offered this June. They are 

designed from faculty suggestions through the year 

and are for ALL adult lifelong learners - teachers, 

parents, and community adults. 

The Great Hearts Institute is an opportunity for 

adult members of our community to join together to 

be lifelong learners.  These courses will be led by 

some of our most prestigious faculty members and 

our wonderful Headmasters. No matter what your 

background, these courses are designed to help you 

grow in your own love of great works of the 

past.  Courses are priced from $60 to $150, and all 

courses will be at the Veritas campus (near 56
th

 and 

Thomas in Phoenix).  If you are a certified teacher, 

these courses may count for continuing education 

clock hours.  

June Courses of Leisure: 
Paradise Lost 

The Poetic Method - A Series of Science Seminars 

Heart of Darkness 

Grand Strategy in Thucydides' History of the 

Peloponnesian War 

The Songs and Symphonies of Gustav Mahler 

A Tale of Two Cities 

Some Dialogues of Plato: or, "Now that I've read 

the Meno, what's next?" 

T.S. Eliot's Waste Land 
 

ICM FOOD & CLOTHING BANK 
                                    by Liz Mullen 

Thanks so much for your food donations in May; 

the generosity of Shepherds is touching. Summer 

brings many challenges: fewer volunteers, 

additional stress on client families with kids home 

for extra meals and donors on vacation. Please 

remember the needy at ICM. Currently there is a 

huge need for all hygiene products, toothpaste, soap 

and deodorant in particular. 
 

tel:602-316-1110
tel:602-722-6636
tel:602-722-6636
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1q3k6uN0px0XnqkF847BmWjFZXtXZ412JhY1eu2cbDdk/viewform?usp=send_form


ROBERT BRUNTON 
Former Shepherd of the Hills member, the late 

Robert Brunton, was recently honored by the city of 

Elgin, IL for his work there as City Manager.  They 

have voted to install a historical marker at Civic 

Plaza in his honor. 

Thank you Donald Heinrich for letting us know. 
 

OUTREACH NEWS 
By Beth Franco 

The success and sustainability of the United Church 

of Christ's national ministries is relying on our 

church's contribution to basic operating support and 

mission. Being 5 for 5 means that our church is a 

leader, providing support to Our Church’s Wider 

Mission and the Special Mission Offerings: One 

Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen The Church, 

Neighbors In Need and The Christmas Fund. 

Our June Special Offering 

for Strengthen the Church 

supports church growth, 

pastoral and lay leadership 

development, youth and 

young adult ministries 

within conferences and administered by Local 

Church Ministries. Our offering will be designated 

to benefit the new Rebel & Divine faith community 

whose mission is building a 

community that encourages 

Health and Wholeness for 

at-risk youth and young 

adults.  Pastor Elizabeth 

Youngberg from the Rebel & Divine UCC 

congregation will be joining us as our Pulpit Supply 

on June 12
th

. We hope that their choir will also be 

able to join us for worship. 

You may also donate NEW socks and underwear to 

help support their “I Have a Dream” Trans*Focused 

Shoe and Clothing Boutique. Their other greatest 

needs are for full size shampoo and conditioner, 

bath towels and make up that is a special treat and 

unaffordable on a limited budget. Please plan on 

bringing any donations to worship by June 12
th

.  

 

RESOURCES 
Interested in learning more about the Southwest 

Conference or National UCC?  Check out their 

websites.  There are always interesting and 

entertaining items to read there! www.swcucc.org 

and www.ucc.org  

 

 
 

MODERATOR MUSINGS 

by Laura Minnick 
Summer is here, although we’ve enjoyed tepid desert 

weather to date.  Soon, many of our friends will leave us 

for the summer.  I like this regular shift, change, as our 

Sunday mornings together are a bit different.  One never 

knows exactly what the day will bring, yet we do know 

that Reverend Jim Meadows will join us, beginning 6/15 

– and his first Sunday with us is 6/19.  Please join us in 

welcoming Rev Meadows, Sunday 6/19,  and consider 

staying after worship for a light reception, held in 

Fellowship Hall.  

The time we’ve spent on our own, with varied 

inspirational speakers on Sunday mornings, has gone 

well.  Thank you for your positive support, openness to 

new ideas, and a special thanks to our Worship and 

Music Committee for really holding us, with  

http://www.ucc.org/ocwm_special-support
http://www.swcucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/


  



 

 

June 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

   10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

 

 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

 

1:00-4:00PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Good Earth 
Coffee, Chocolate 
& Produce Sales 

 

Communion 

Rev. Amanda 
Peterson 

 

ICM Pick-up 

 

 

7pm Good Earth 
Meeting 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Church 
Council Meeting 

10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

 

 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

 

1:00-4:00PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 

“Undie Sunday” 

 

 

 

Elizabeth 
Youngberg 

 7am Men’s 
Breakfast 

 

 

10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

WELCOME 

Rev. Jim 
Meadows! 

 

 

11am Book Club 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

 

1:00-4:00PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

 

 

 

ICM Pick-up 

 10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 

 

 

 10am Bridge 8:30am Yoga 

 

1:00-4:00PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

26 27 28 29 30   

 

 

 

 

  10am Wednes. 

Wanderings 
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Through our ministry of hospitality, we provide space to the following: 
 

Sun. - 3:00pm   Marshallese Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. - 4:00pm   Meditation Group in Parish House 

Mon. - 8:00pm   AA Group in Hall  

Tues. - 6:30pm    AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen in Hall 

Wed. - 8:00pm      AA Group in Hall 

Mon.-Sat. - 7:00am    First Light AA Group in Fireplace Room 

Sat. – 8:30am  Hatha Yoga in Hall 
 

Parish House Office Space ~ Rebel & Divine United Church of Christ 

 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 

Tues - 6:30pm   AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen 

Wed - 9:15am  The Hills Preschool Music Group. 

Wed - 8:00pm     AA Group, Hall 

Mon-Sat - 7:00am   First Light AA Group, Fireplace 

Rm 
 


