
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUO LOGOS 
The writing of this column comes 
as I am returning from the 
Conference Clergy Retreat in 
Tuscon.  I appreciate the time to 
rest a little and refresh among my 
many clergy friends. 
 

I can’t remember anticipating a 
November quite like I have this one.  It will bring to 
an end a contentious election season with historic 
results, and give us all, I believe, a great sense of 
relief that it is over.  We, then, begin yet another 
holiday season of shopping, traffic, and other kinds 
of anxiety. 
 

Our Pastoral Search Committee is formed and 
beginning its task of preparing a profile of our 
church to present to prospective candidates who 
show interest in being our next called Sr. Pastor.  I 
ask your prayers for that group of folk. 
 

November also marks the beginning of our annual 
Stewardship  Campaign, which you will be hearing 
more about soon.  The effort is of special 
importance, since 2017 will be a year of transition 
in many ways, the least of which will be the 
expected arrival of our new Pastor. 
 

May this month ahead be a blessing to you and to 
our church. 
 

Pastor Jim 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Recently Rev. Meadows Celebrated his 40th 
Ordination Anniversary-Enjoy a few pictures 
captured that day 
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Shepherd of the Hills is a faith community which seeks to learn, to love, and to serve together. 
 



MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 
 submitted by Laura Minnick 

The Shepherd Council and Pastoral Search 
Committee met in October, to review what impact 
Shepherd of the Hills has made on our 
membership, on our Community, and on the World 
– and came up with strategic plans and 
implementation for potential growth and integration 
that may enhance our presence.   
 

Here are some of the Core Principles SOH is all 
about: 

 We develop Christian leaders with a mature 
faith 

 Loving, sharing, community (open heart, 
mission, inclusive, hospitable, extravagant 
welcome) 

 Families that participate in Mission (seeds if 
growing new missions) 

 Families inspired and energized (the feeling 
of belonging) 

 Community impact – people recovering from 
addiction are welcome 

 Campus hub for (civic duties enabled, 
missions are supported, community 
members are empowered, inclusive 
worship) 

 Community Preschool (early childhood 
education) 

 World impact (homelessness, hunger, 
unemployment reduced) 

 Ugandan children receive education and 
food relief 

 Global solidarity 

 World sees Christianity by our example 
(Christians who embrace rather than reject) 

 

I see Shepherd showing up in such rich ways, in 
our faith community, in the community, and 
ultimately in the world.  Our current membership 
may be the “new” normal, yet we can see that we 
continue to do good works – that really affect the 
community, and ultimately the world.   
 

Now, the last quarter of the year, a time to reflect 
and also to plan – how will Shepherd of the Hills 
presence in 2017 look?  What will we be 
remembered by in 2016, and how will we follow 
through with presence in 2017 that will impact the 
wider mission?  If you are a member of Shepherd, 
and haven’t been with us in Church for a while, we 
miss you, and we invite you to return, when the 
time is right for you.  The time is right for us, right 
now, join us in these works. 
 

Annually, we remind members and participants how 
vital their support is, financially and other, to 
continue the life and mission of our work.  Every 

year we must rededicate ourselves to supporting 
the mission and vision of Shepherd.  It is the life of 
unconditional love of neighbor, inclusiveness and 
caring that Jesus called us to.  Without the financial 
support of everyone, the mission and vision of our 
church could diminish.   
 

Today, we look forward to the call and settlement of 
a new pastor, as our Pastoral Search begins.   
We’ve named a strong and mighty search 
committee:  
Bill Janiga                                    Diana Schneeman 
Larry Wilson                                       Judy Eighmey 
Austin Shackelford                               Beth Sposito 
 

All of us must do our part to ensure SOH remains a 
champion for inclusive Christian principals.  Every 
pledge is important, and reminding members of the 
spiritual imperative each of us has, to support our 
core operating budget and the good works of 
mission and outreach, which we’ve come to know 
that Shepherd of the Hills does so well, making a 
clear footprint in the Community. 
 

WISE GUYS 

The Wise Guys Covenant Group will meet at the 
home of Lionel and Doris Miles, 6033 E. Aire 
Libre Lane, Scottsdale, on Tuesday, Nov. 8th at 
7:00 PM. Phone 480-699-9059.  Wise Guys is open 
to new members who would like to be part of a 
covenant group. 
 

TRUTHSEEKERS 
The Truth Seekers will meet in the church Fireplace 
Room on Tuesday, Nov. 15th at 1:00 PM.  Hank 
and Reba Craig will be hosting this meeting. 
Truthseekers is open to new members who would 
like to be part of a Covenant Group. 
 

ICM NEWS 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

The annual fundraiser will be Sunday, November 6; 
please check icmaz.org for details. We will be 
collecting turkeys Sunday, November 20 for ICM 
clients. St. Mary's provides the fixin's, but turkeys 
are needed. Please bring a frozen turkey with you 
11/20 and we can help the clients join in this most 
American celebration. Men's and children's clothing 
is still in great need; bags and pill bottles too. 
 

GOOD EARTH 

submitted by Liz Mullen 

Stop by the Good Earth table after church 
November 6 to purchase fair trade coffee and 
chocolate. Remember, we still collect used 
batteries, ink cartridges and cell phones in the bins 
in the far corner of the narthex.  The Good Earth 
group will have their next meeting on Monday, 
November 7th at 7PM in the Parish House.  Please 
consider joining. 

tel:480-699-9059
http://icmaz.org/


STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
By Joe Coltman 

We have so many things to be thankful for at 
Shepherd of the Hills.  At our recent Council 
Retreat we took time to reflect on the activities we 
engage in, the missions we serve, and the 
friendships we make.  I have to admit that I was 
writing down the list of activities as fast as I could 
because I am working with a small group to prepare 
a “Stewardship Brochure” to accompany our 
Stewardship Campaign that kicks off in 
November.  The great news is that there are so 
many incredible activities happening that we have 
more than enough examples to fill our 
brochure.  And, true to the history of Shepherd of 
the Hills, the list continues to grow as new activities 
are initiated such as the mission of Family 
Promise.  The facilitator of our Council Retreat 
pointed out that many churches much larger than 
Shepherd would be envious of that list of activities 
and missions, and that this is a true testament to 
the commitment of our members and friends. 
  
The Stewardship Campaign that we are about to 
undertake is about in the middle of our annual 
planning process for the church.  The process 
starts with our annual Council Retreat.  Then, over 
the next six weeks we identify the things we would 
like to accomplish in the coming year for each of 
our standing committees and for our Ad Hoc 
committees, such as the very important Pastor 
Search Committee.  The Stewardship Campaign is 
where we ask for your financial commitment to 
support these activities.  The final step in our 
planning process is our budget for the next 
calendar year that we present and approve at our 
annual meeting at the end of January.  It is 
especially important this year that we understand 
what financial support the church can count on 
because we will have our operating budget as well 
as our search budget to contend with.  This is a 
very important time in the life of our church and I 
hope you will prayerfully consider your role in 
supporting the next chapter in the life of Shepherd 
of the Hills. 
 

 

BOOK CLUB 

NEWS 
 

The Book Club will meet on 
November 17 in the Parish 
House at 11:30.  The book chosen for this month is 
"A Man Called Ove" by Fredrik Bachman.  

 
 
 

 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1st Windsor Smith  
1st Hugh Hull  
2nd Darrell Smith  
3rd Paul Smith        
4th Eleanor Henry  
4th Roberta Behrens 
4th Shirley Forster  
4th Larry Schmich  
4th Amy Shackelford 
5th Maxwell Trickel  
7th Eleanor Spahle 
9th Helen Boorman  
10th Marilyn Gilsdorf  
12th Ann Blakely  
13th Laurie Devine  
13th Jacob Trickel  
14th Hal Riley  
15th Liz Mullen 
16th Ellen Janiga  
17th Elaine Coons  
19th Carol Shaw  
19th Dan Welker  
21st Lionel Miles  
23rd Catherine Keene  
24th Kathleen Coltman  
25th Cindy Loewen   
26th Larry Wilson   
28th Max Verstegen  
28th Rickie Sorensen   
28th Mia Steinmetz  
30th Renae Vaules   
    

DUET NEWS 

Gratitude 
Duet deeply appreciates your faith community, 
and every Duet volunteer, for helping our 
interfaith nonprofit offer help and hope to people 
who are facing pressing challenges.  Duet exists 
due to caring congregations and people who join 
forces to change lives.  If you know family 
caregivers, grandparents raising grandchildren, 
and/or isolated elders who may need help, 
please tell them about Duet’s free-of-charge, 
compassionate services.  Please also consider 
helping a Duet “neighbor” who can no longer 
drive through friendly visits, grocery shopping, or 
rides to medical appointments.  Attending a 2 ½ 
hour volunteer orientation will launch your 
gratitude-filled service.  Volunteer, donate or ask 
for help by calling (602)274-5022 or visiting 
duetaz.org.  Thank you! 



 
THE HILLS PRESCHOOL REPORT 

By Nola Enge 

How You Can Advocate for 
Early Learning 
Shepherd of the Hills has a 
long, beautiful history of 
advocacy for young children. 
Recently I came across 3 
suggestions by the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) for "How YOU Can Advocate for Early 
Learning" during this election season and beyond. 
(Many of these things our Shepherd members 
members do!) 
1.  Build relationships. Get to know your elected 
officials and their positions at all levels and partner 
with other advocacy groups in the community. 
Participate in local meetings and follow 
representatives/candidates on social media. And 
for me here at the preschool, invite elected officials 
to visit so they can see high quality early childhood 
learning in action This is something many may not 
have experienced. I will do this; I had not 
considered this before. How can they vote in our 
interest if they are unfamiliar with early learning 
programs? 
2.  Stay informed through newsletters and action 
alerts. All politics are local, so joining our local 
public policy committees helps us stay informed 
and engaged. 
3.  Vote! I join the NAEYC in its belief that all 
candidates at all levels can share a vision for our 
country in which all young children learn, thrive and 
reach their full potential. The organization reminds 
us after registering to vote to be sure to actually 
vote and make sure friends and family vote, too! 
Thank you Shepherd of the Hills for your long 
history of being the voice for children in our 
community, state and Washington, DC. 
 

TURKEY DRIVE 

Mark your calendars!  Shepherd of the Hills will 
be hosting a Turkey Drive on Sunday, 
November 20th before and after service in the 
parking lot.  Thanksgiving is fast approaching 
and that implies turkeys! Nearly 1000 turkeys 
will be distributed to ICM clients in the three 
days prior to the holiday. Turkeys not donated 
will have to be purchased by ICM; St. Mary's 
Food Bank provides the balance of the meal. 
The members of Shepherd have always led the 
effort in donating turkeys. When you buy your 
turkey this season, please consider purchasing 
an extra one for a client at ICM.  

 

UNITED ART OF ARIZONA 
Submitted by Richard Retter 

I just want to take this 
time to say thank you, 
to "Shepherd of the 
Hills Church".   
Thank you so much for 
allowing United Art of 
Arizona the opportunity 

to conduct our art classes out of your church! 
My prayer from day one has been that God would 
touch the hearts of everyone in a supernatural way 
for all of the kindness they have shown thus far. 
There is a constant joy that 
fills the room each every 
time when we meet!  God is 
so awesome in the way that 
he listens to our prayer 
requests!  It's important to 

me that the church 
understands that God is 
directing my footsteps, in how 
he wants my friends, the artist, 
to be presented to the 
community.  First, as adults, 
second as artists, third to teach 

people about their disabilities. 
Even more than that, visually allowing everyone to 
see what can happen when we unite, and focus on 
one's ability, resulting in a completed work of art  by 
people who understand, what 
one may not be able to 
accomplish alone, can be 
accomplished when we work 
together as ONE!  Thanks 
again!  Sending God's Blessings your way! 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

SERMON THEMES FOR 

NOVEMBER 2016 

 
November 6 All Saints Sunday 
First Sacred Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading: Luke 6:20-31 
Title: “Honoring our Ancestors” 

 
November 13 
First Sacred Reading:  Isaiah 12 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 NRSV 
Title: “Our Hope Is In a New Creation” 

 
November 20 Thanksgiving Sunday 
First Sacred Reading: Psalm 46:1-3, 1-11 NRSV 
Second Sacred Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
NRSV 
Title: “Source of Life” 

 
November 27 First Sunday in Advent 
First Sacred Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5   
Second Sacred Reading: Romans 13:11-14 
Title: “Armor of Light” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE A LIFE 

submitted by Gail Kohler 
As the holidays approach, visions of family 
gatherings enjoying turkey and all its trimmings fill 
our thoughts with gleeful anticipation. 
 
However, for those who do not have a family, it can 
be a time of acute loneliness.  Feeling like a child 
whose nose is pressed against a window, viewing 
others enjoying the warmth of the moment, can 
lead to thoughts of abandonment and depression.  
According to “USA Today,” there is a suicide 
(globally) every 20 seconds!  Numbers rise during 
the holidays.  We can unite in prevention by 
opening our hearts and setting an extra place at the 
table. 
 
I can attest that it works.  One year I announced 
that my home was open to anyone who did not 
have a family.  A woman came forward to accept 
my invitation.  We spent the day getting to know 
one another.  Laughter and bonding led to a day 
filled with friendship. 
 
Reach out.  Set an extra place at your table for the 
upcoming holidays.  Be a friend.  Save a life. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Through our ministry of hospitality, we provide space to the following: 
 

Sun. – 1:30pm   Marshallese Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. - 4:00pm   Meditation Group in Parish House 

Mon. - 8:00pm   AA Group in Fellowship Hall  

Tues. - 6:30pm    AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen in Fellowship Hall 

Wed. - 8:00pm      AA Group in Fellowship Hall 

2
nd

 Thurs – 5:30pm Girl Scouts in Fellowship Hall 

Mon.-Sat. - 7:00am    First Light AA Group in Fireplace Room 

Sat. – 8:30am  Hatha Yoga in Fellowship Hall  

Sat. – 8:30am     2
nd

 Saturdays Beginners Ballet in Fellowship Hall 

Sat. – 1:00pm  United Art of AZ in Fellowship Hall 

 

Parish House Office Space ~ Rebel & Divine United Church of Christ 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

November 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

Outreach and 
Special Offering 
for November= 

ICM & Turkey 
Drive 

KICK OFF 
STEWARDSHIP 

DRIVE THIS 
MONTH! 

 10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 
 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 10AM Bridge 8:30AM Yoga 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10AM Worship  
 
Good Earth 
Coffee and 
Chocolate Sales 

7PM Good Earth 
Group Meeting-
Parish House 

 

7AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
@Randy’s 

Election, Hall 

7PM Wiseguys 
@ the home of 
Lionel & Doris 
Miles 

 

 

 

10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

5:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

10AM Bridge 

 

10AM 

Second Saturday 
Covenant 
Group, Parish 
Hall 

8:30AM 
Beginner Ballet 

11AM-2PM 

Hall Reserved-
private event 

1-4PM United 
Art of AZ Art 
Classes 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10AM Worship 

 

 

ICM Pick Up 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicki Off 

 

 

 

1PM 
Truthseekers, 
Fireplace Room 

Hosts: Hank & 
Reba Craig 

 

10AM 
Wednesday 
Wanderings 

Noon-Senior 
Sandwich 
Seminar-TBD 

6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

 

 

11:30AM Book 
Club, Parish 
House 

 

 

10AM Bridge 

 

 

The Hills 
Preschool 
Lantern Walk 

8:30AM Yoga 

 

 

 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10AM Worship 
 

 

ICM Turkey 
Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicki Off 

 

 

10AM Wednes. 
Wanderings 
 
6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 
 

 

 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

10AM Bridge 
 

 

December 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

 

 

 

8:30AM Yoga 

 

1-4PM 

United Art of AZ 
Art Classes 

 

27 28 29 30    

10AM Worship ICM Pick Up  10AM Wednes. 
Wanderings 
 
6:30PM Choir, 
Sanctuary 

 

   



 
Shepherd of the Hills UCC 

Council Meeting 

October 4, 2016 

 

In attendance: Rev. Jim Meadows, Rev. Bill Lyons, Laura Minnick, Carol Shaw, Nancy Splain, Joe Coltman, 

John Schneeman, Austin Shackelford, Beth Franco Also in attendance-Search Committee-Bill Janiga, Judy 

Eighmy, Larry Wilson, Diana Schneeman. Not in attendance- Lisa Laurro, Joel Johnson 

 

Opening Prayer: 6:31PM Rev. Jim Meadows 

 

Approval of the Minutes: September minutes approved, as amended, on September 25
th

, 2016 via email. 

 

Committee Updates: 

 

Personnel – John Schneeman  

 Eliseo has resigned to spend more time with his family. His father has joined the staff in his place and is 

in the middle of a 90 day probationary hire period. Everything is going well.  

 Vicki Hauser is celebrating her 1 year anniversary with SOH! 

Worship & Music – Nancy Splain 

 Thank you to Jeanne Roper for coordinating Xuelai Wu’s personnel evaluation  

 Details about Ms. Wu’s employment with SOH 

o Ms. Wu was originally hired as Interim Director of Music for the period December 1, 2014 

through April 30, 2015.  

o Ms. Wu then signed a contract with SOH as Director of Music for the period June 14, 2015 

through June 30, 2016 

o The contract was signed and dated 4-19-2015 

 Overall, the outcome of Ms. Wu’s performance evaluation concluded that she has surpassed our 

expectations as Director of Music and we are fortunate to have her in our community. We have made the 

following goals for her performance in 2016-2017: 

o More interaction with the congregation at SOH i.e. making music-related announcements. 

o Work on assimilating smaller groups of musicians to perform one Sunday a month (soloist, duet, 

trio). 

o Incorporate accompaniments into the choir’s music i.e. flute, tambourine, drums that could 

enhance the music provided by the choir. 

o Continue to promote using a wide variety of music that appeals to different groups of 

congregants. 

 Based on this very positive performance report, the Worship & Music recommends increased financial 

compensation. Ergo, Nancy Splain proposed a MOTION to provide Ms. Xuelai Wu an additional 

8.75% to her 2016 salary retroactive to July 1
st
, 2016. The total increase will amount to approximately 

$1,000, and does not guarantee this same salary for subsequent years. Motion seconded by John 

Schneeman. MOTION PASSED via unanimous decision. 

Pastor’s Report – Rev. Jim Meadows 

 This will be an abridged version, so that we can focus on our time with Rev. Bill Lyons.  

 We are currently reaching out to gather volunteers for Trunk or Treat  on Halloween night (Monday 

Oct. 31
st
). If you are interested please let me know.  

 Three DRIVES are coming up: Blood Drive (November), Stewardship Drive (will decide dates at the 

retreat), and the Turkey Drive. 

 Will also work to repair the window on the SOH van.   

Treasurer’s Report –Joe Coltman 



 Income of $201,942 which is 74.5% of our budget and we are through 76% of the year so we are right 

on track for the year.  

 Expenses $174,518, which is $27,424 under the estimated expenses and therefore represents our current 

surplus.  

o The lower than expected spending is mainly due to changes in pastoral staff as well as 

responsible spending among our committees.  

o While this surplus is great for the current year, it does not indicate our financial situation for 

2017, since we will hopefully need to employ a full time pastor once again.  

o The Stewardship Drive will be a large indication for the type of pastor we will want to seek and 

call and the identity of the Church going forward.  

Buildings & Grounds – John Schneeman 

 There are a number of smaller items, but the main topic I would like to bring up is Replacing Fellowship 

Hall doors-John will be getting bids. This will come from reserves or possibly a capital campaign  

o Other items: Eliseo’s father, Abraham, is still on his 90 day probational hire. So far, everything is 

going well.  

o Limited internet connectivity in the Sanctuary is being monitored. 

o The pulpit microphone is frayed and a replacement mic is in place until the pulpit mic is 

repaired.  

Diaconate – Carol Shaw 

 Nothing to Report 

Membership – Currently Vacant Position 

 Tina Bennett has resigned due to health issues and we wish her quick and thorough healing from her 

surgeries.  

Outreach – Beth Franco 

 September was busy with an Interfaith food drive, a new Diaper Drive, and hosting Family Promise for 

another week.  

 Our next big event is the VIP Candidate Accountability Session here at Shepherd Thursday, October 

13th at 6:30. 

 We are looking to finalize a date for a Blood Drive through the Red Cross (hopefully in November) 

 Good Earth Group is preparing the garden for Fall planting in October.  

 Heading into the last few months of the year, the total amount raised for outreach in 2016 is 

approximately $5,000.  

Christian Education – Lisa Laurro 

 Lisa Laurro has indicated that although she has missed time, she would like to remain on the council.  

 

Shepherd of the Hills Search Committee with Rev. Bill Lyons  (this is a brief summary of statements made and 

questions answered during this informational session) 

 

 UCC has new Search & Call tool all geared to discover who we were, who we are, and who we will be. 

These introspective questions all seek to answer the question of who we want to lead us in the future.  

 Search committee will need a chairperson and a chaplain.  

 There will be trained coaches to help though congregational profiling portion of search and call. Rev. 

Jane Hubbard is the pastor at Black Mountain UCC who will be approached to serve as the coach for 

SOH and Eli Johnson is the SWC point of contact for Search & Call. 

 Typically Search & Call is a 12-18 month process, but that has no bearing on how our search will play 

out.  

 If there are no suitable UCC ministers, the UCC has partnerships with Disciples of Christ, Presbyterians, 

Evangelical Lutheran, Reform Church in America.   

 One practice not performed by many search committees these days is to have a “Neutral Pulpit” service 

where a candidate leads a service at a neutral site and the search committee can observe the Minister’s 



style. It is not permissible for the search committee members to attend a candidate’s service during their 

routine ministry.  

 Typically the search committee should expect 4 total meetings before a candidate is called: 

o 1.Impersonal Outreach (phone call/email) with the same standardized questions 2. A Second 

round interview (via phone and or skype) with more personal questions to the candidate 3. An in 

person interview 4. Call weekend  

o Overall most search committees like to interview 2-3 candidates in person before having a Call 

Weekend for one candidate  

 

Shepherd Council and Search Committee Retreat 

 

 11AM-4PM Saturday Oct 8
th

, 2016.  

 Goals to achieve dates and direction for the Stewardship Drive and for the Search Committee (ideal 

finish date of the Stewardship drive is the first week in December, for planning purposes).  

 Plan for a dinner celebration at the end of the Stewardship Drive 

 

Meeting Adjourned - 8:22PM 

 

Enthusiastically & respectfully submitted, 

 

Austin J. Shackelford – Clerk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


