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WOOLGATHERING 
By the Rev. Patti Aurand 

 

     Ash Wednesday falls on February 10
th

 this year.  

And thus will begin our journey through Lent. 

     Many of you probably don’t know that our 

journey together started on February 10, 2013.  

That’s when I first met the Shepherd Search 

Committee: Dan and Liz Mullen, Joe Coltman, Beth 

Franco, Bob Hipke, John Schneeman, Sue Spahle 

and Tom Trickel.  We were meeting face-to-face to 

further determine if a partnership was in our future.   

     Part of our discernment process at that time was 

to share in a worship experience of sorts.  As we 

were within days of entering Lent, we shared in a 

devotional time focused on “The Wilderness”.  We 

shared our own stories of times when we found 

ourselves in the wilderness; the struggles that come 

from being caught in the wilderness; where we find 

God in the midst of the struggle; and how God sees 

us through to the other side. 

     Three years later, we find ourselves in the midst 

of the wilderness again.  Just as the Spirit led Jesus 

into the wilderness, we trust that the Spirit is 

leading each of us not just into – but beyond the 

wilderness. 

     By now, you’ve probably heard the news. 

     On January 3
rd

, my husband was unanimously 

called to serve as Pastor of the Red Lodge 

Community Church UCC in Montana.  His first day 

on the job was January 15
th

.  His search was 

exceptionally short; he started it in November 

following the termination of his position at 

Shepherd. 

    Because of this, and because I can’t imagine my 

life apart from Chuck, I was compelled to give my 

required 90 days’ notice to the Church Council on 

January 5, 2016. 

     Knowing that our paths converged during Lent 

three years ago, it seems a good time to reflect on 

our time together before our paths diverge.   

     Back in November, as I shared the news of the 

decision to terminate Chuck’s position, I wrote 

about giving thanks in all circumstances.  I believed 

it then; and I believe it still. 

     Looking back on our albeit brief time together, I 

give thanks for the many ways we were able to 

learn, to love, and to serve together.  I give thanks 

for all that we shared together – the laughter, the 

tears, the joys, the sorrows, the blessings, the 

blunders, the challenges, the changes – they all 

served to bring us to this particular time and place.  

I give thanks for each of you and for your 

authenticity as you shared – and worked to realize - 

your own hopes and dreams for Shepherd.  I am 

forever changed by the experiences we’ve shared. 

     As we enter the journey through Lent one last 

time, I ask that God bless you as you have blessed 

my family and me.  May the time we have left 

together be meaningful and may our future be 

Spirit-filled and Spirit-led. 

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
 

    The Book Club will next meet on Thursday, 

February 11
th

 at 11am in the Parish House 

Conference Room. 

     All are welcome bring a lunch and a beverage. 

Come join us to share a favorite book! 
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MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 
By Laura Minnick 

 

   My dear fellow Shepherd members, this article 

comes to you at a time where there is much change 

brewing within our Community.  To me, it seems 

like change has been simmering for some time – 

and my experience with simmering is that the broth, 

sauce, soup, becomes richer, more complex and 

deep in flavor, one that stays with you the minute it 

hits your tongue.  If we take the time to notice the 

temperature, all that we taste, and see, and 

ultimately the memories that come to mind and 

heart – we understand the gift, and make 

connections.  

     Reverend Patti shared with us her commitment 

to join Chuck at his new call at Red Lodge Church, 

Montana – leaving her call to Shepherd of the Hills, 

as of 3/31/2016.  Our time together was short, and 

sweet.  I heard the excitement in both Patti and 

Chuck’s news – and am very happy for them, and 

their journey to Montana.  I also, notice this change 

in our community may feel unsettling to some, and 

good to others.  It is how we choose to move 

forward in our next steps that will strengthen 

Shepherd of the Hills.  Will we come from a place 

of fear, or love – one or the other?   

     Shepherd of the Hills will meet on January 31
st
, 

2016, for our Annual Meeting – to review our many 

accomplishments for 2015, and to approve (or deny) 

a proposed budget for 2016.  At this meeting we 

will discuss our options for moving forward with a 

new Spiritual Leader.  We have choices, and we can 

discuss them at the meeting.  Your Shepherd of the 

Hills Council has discussed some ideas around what 

we could/would do in 2016 – of course, with the 

Congregation’s blessings.  

      The Southwest Conference Minister, the Rev. 

Dr. William Lyons, has been notified of our 

changes, and possible need for an Interim Pastor, 

and/or our simple search.  He has accepted an 

invitation to speak with the Council at our February 

2, 2016 Council Meeting.  Anyone interested in 

attending this meeting is welcome.  We meet in the 

Parish House at 6:30 p.m. 

     We are a strong and resilient community.  We 

work well together, and when we don’t, we need to 

work it out – in order to grow.  There are cracks in 

everything, and that’s how light gets in.  I’m 

interested in keeping our beautiful Campus open to 

the many folks that pass through here on a weekly 

basis.  I’m committed to each and every one of you, 

to do the best we can to keep our sweet Church, 

nestled in the heart of Arcadia, thriving in simple 

and powerful ways.  We are in this together, and I 

cannot think of better company, that’s why I choose 

to keep good company with you. 

 

SITUATIONAL SUPPORT CONSULTATION 
FOLLOW-UP 

By the Rev. Patti Aurand 
 

     The Southwest Conference Committee on 

Church and Ministry Team B hosted a Situational 

Support Consultation at Shepherd of the Hills 

January 8-9, 2016.  Thirty-seven individuals took 

advantage of the opportunity to meet with the 

COCAM B representatives in order to answer two 

questions: 
 

1. Now that this situation has arisen, what are 

your feelings and thoughts? 
 

2. What are your hopes, your dreams, and your 

prayers for the future? 
 

     At the end of the listening post event, the 

COCAM B team gathered the information and 

presented it to our new Designated Conference 

Minister, the Rev. Dr. Bill Lyons, for interpretation 

and consultation.  Dr. Lyons plans to share the 

results at the February 2, 2016 Council Meeting.      
     As we shared in the December Shepherd Life, 

there are typically three possible outcomes: 1) no 

further action is required, 2) a mutually-agreed-

upon plan of action is made, and, 3) if there is no 

agreement made, the SW Conference COCAM 

offers an advisory statement.  

 

 

 
FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

     The Shepherd of the Hills monthly Council 

Meeting will be held Tuesday, February 2
nd

 at 

6:30PM in the Parish House Conference Room.     

     The Southwest Conference Minister, Dr. 

William Lyons, has accepted an invitation to speak 

with the Council at our February 2, 2016 meeting to 

discuss how we can/should best proceed with the 

pastoral search process.   

     At this time, Dr. Lyons will also share the results 

of the Situational Support Consultation that was 

held at Shepherd on January 8-9. 

     Anyone interested in attending this meeting is 

welcome.   

 



THE HILLS PRESCHOOL REPORT 
By Nola Enge 

 

     Eggstra, Eggstra, Read All About It! 

Two adorable young chickens have just been 

welcomed by the children.  They are brand new to 

us after our older hens retired to a farm.  Those 

older hens, Rosa and Posa, were hard workers so we 

like to picture them golfing or doing a little 

volunteering, perhaps at a church or a preschool.  :) 

     You can imagine the excitement about these new 

preschool pets.  The children are busy considering 

names, reading chicken books and singing chicken 

songs (“Bok, Bok Chicken”).   The chicks are still 

young so we will be listening for the sounds of a 

rooster.  (He would have to move so as not to wake 

our good neighbors Doc and Mary Kay!)  Together 

we explore such scientific topics as life cycles, what 

classifies the chicks as birds and we humans as 

mammals, egg-laying 101, and of course, pondering 

which came first...the chicken or the egg?!  

     We ask the families to mirror our learning at 

home.  One mother suggested we not let her 

daughter decide what to feed them.  When asked 

what the chickens like to eat, she said, “I don't 

know, maybe chicken?” 

     Please stop by and have a visit.  We’ll let you 

know when we have eggs! 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

     Many slots are still available to sign up to 

provide Altar flowers in 2016.  See the sign up 

board in the Sanctuary Lobby. 

 
 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
 

John & Diana Schneeman 

7913 E. Montebello  

Scottsdale, AZ 85250 
 

Email addresses and cell phone numbers remain the 

same; while the house phone will be discontinued. 
 

 
LOST & FOUND 

 

     Many lost and forgotten items have been found 

both in the Fellowship Hall Pantry and in the 

Sanctuary.   

If you’re missing any bowls or serving containers, 

please check the Pantry.   

     If you’re missing any reading glasses, wraps, 

earrings, or other small items, please check the 

basket in the Sanctuary Narthex. 

 

HEALING EARTH: AN INTERFAITH 
CLIMATE ACTION FUNDRAISER 

March 8, 2016 

6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Temple Emanuel, 5801 S. Rural Rd., Tempe, AZ 
 

     Please join us March 8, 2016, for the first 

annual AZIPL fundraising gathering, featuring the 

Reverend Sally Bingham, President and Founder of 

Interfaith Power and Light.  This will be a 

wonderful opportunity to hear first-hand what 

happened in Paris with the climate change 

talks, culminating in the Paris Agreement.  We 

encourage you to join us for an evening of good 

conversation, wine and hors d’oeuvres.  Tickets will 

be $50 per person to support the mission of AZIPL: 

to mobilize people of faith in Arizona to reduce the 

causes of climate change.   

     Registration is now open.  Order your tickets by 

sending a check made out to AZIPL to 1701 S. 

College Ave., Tempe, AZ 85281.  Please write in 

the memo line, “March 8 Event.”  We look forward 

to seeing you there! 

 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED 
 

     Church member Linley Morris is looking for 

someone to help her 24 hours a day in her home 

after her February 8
th

 knee replacement 

surgery.  The pay is $10.00 an hour.  

     Please call Linley at 602-751-7531 if you, or 

someone you know, is interested.   

     She also needs someone to come to her home 

twice a day to feed and medicate her cat while she 

is hospitalized. 

 

 
 

     Join us for special Ash Wednesday observances 

in the Shepherd Sanctuary on Wednesday, February 

10
th

. 

     There will be three opportunities to observe this 

contemplative beginning of Lent.  Pastor Patti will 

lead brief, informal Ash Wednesday services from 

8am – 8:30am and again from Noon – 12:30pm in 

the Sanctuary.  From 8am – 5pm, the Sanctuary will 

be open for contemplation and reflection as a video 

encourages an “examination of conscience”.  



VIP NEWS 
By Judy Eighmey 

 

     Our Arizona State Legislature is back in 

session.  All are welcome to join the contingencies 

to meet our representatives.  We will be at the 

Legislature at 9:00 to 1:00 on the following dates: 

Tuesday, February 2 

Tuesday, February 9 

Tuesday, February 16 

Tuesday, February 23 
 

     There will be a Leaders’ Meeting at 6:30pm on 

Tuesday, February 9 at Mount of Olives ELCA, 

3546 East Thomas Road, in Phoenix. 

     Among other subjects, education experts will be 

discussing the pros and cons of the upcoming 

Proposition 123. 
 

     Then, at 6:30pm on Thursday, February 11
th

, 

there will be a Legislative District 28 Civic 

Academy: Education Opportunity for All of our 

Children.  This will be held at Paradise Valley 

UMC, 4455 East Lincoln Drive, in Paradise Valley.  

The agenda includes: 

 Education in Arizona:  

 As Is … Should Be 

 Propositions 123 (May 2016 Vote) ... 

Proposition 301 (Expires 2020) 

 State Budget and the Common Good 

 Teachers and Students from Glendale and 

Scottsdale LD28 district schools 

 Reaction from The Morrison Institute, LD28 

Elected Officials, and Community 

Leadership 

 Organized Money versus Organized People 

… Informed Voting Matters! 
 

     You may contact Judy Eighmey (602-743-2251) 

for more information or for arranging carpools. 

 
WEDNESDAY WANDERINGS 

LENTEN SERIES 
By the Rev. Patti Aurand 

 

     On Wednesday, February 10
th

 (Ash Wednesday), 

we’ll begin a seven-week book and video series on 

Adam Hamilton’s 24 Hours That Changed the 

World.  Join us as we “walk with Jesus on his final 

day; sit beside him at the Last Supper; pray with 

him in Gethsemane; follow him to the cross; desert 

him; deny him…” 

     Join us Wednesdays at 10am in the Parish House 

Conference Room as we seek to better understand 

the events that occurred in Jesus’ final 24 hours. 

SUNDAYS AT SHEPHERD 
By the Rev. Patti Aurand 

 

     The Sunday prior to Lent typically focuses on 

the Transfiguration of Jesus.  Join us on Sunday, 

February 7 as our special guest preacher, the Rev. 

Jeffrey Dirrim, leads us in Worship. 

          As we enter the season of Lent, we’re often 

encouraged to give up something.  Join us as we do 

just that by “Giving It Up for Good”: 

     Feb. 14 – Giving It Up for Good: Temptation 

  (Luke 4:1-13) 

     Feb. 21 – Giving It Up for Good: Ego 

  (Luke 4:14-17) 

     Feb. 28 – Giving It Up for Good: The Past 

      (Luke 7:36-50) 

 

LENTEN TAIZÉ SERVICES 
     By the Rev. Patti Aurand 

      

     Back by popular demand, we will mark the 

Wednesdays in Lent through contemplative Taizé 

Worship Services. 

     Starting on Wednesday, February 17
th

, and 

continuing on each Wednesday through March 23
rd

, 

we will gather at 6:30pm in the Shepherd Sanctuary 

for a 30-minute service based on the meditative 

music from Taizé, an ecumenical religious 

community in France. 

     These Taizé chants are easy to learn and helpful 

in providing a deeper prayer experience. We hope 

you can make time to join us at these special 

services.  

     Our final Taizé service, held the Wednesday 

during Holy Week, will also include a healing 

service.  Look for more details in the March edition 

of Shepherd Life. 
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Through our ministry of hospitality, we provide space to the following: 
 

Sun. - 3:00pm   Marshallese Worship in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. - 4:00pm   Meditation Group in Parish House 

Mon. - 8:00pm   AA Group Group in Hall  

Tues. - 6:30pm    AA Group, Al-Anon, ALA-Teen in Hall 

Wed. - 8:00pm      AA Group in Hall 

Mon.-Sat. - 7:00am    First Light AA Group in Fireplace Room 

Sat. – 8:30am  Hatha Yoga in Hall 
 

Parish House Office Space ~ Rebel & Divine United Church of Christ 


