
January 2017 

Sermon Themes 
January 2017 

January 1  New Year’s Day 
First Sacred Reading: Psalm 8 
Second Sacred Reading:  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13   
Sermon Title: “There Is a Time” 
January 8  Baptism of Christ 
First Sacred Reading:   
Matthew 3:13-17 
Second Sacred Reading:   
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Sermon Title: “I Have Taken You 
by the Hand” 
January 14  Second Saturday  
after Epiphany  
First Sacred Reading:  
1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
Second Sacred Reading:  
Psalm 40:1-11 
Sermon Title: “A New Song” 
January 22  Third Sunday   
after Epiphany 
First Sacred Reading:  
Psalms 27:1, 4-9 
Second Sacred Reading:  
Matthew 4:12-23 
Sermon Title: “Leaving Your 
Boat” 
January 29  Fourth Sunday  
after Epiphany 
First Sacred Reading:  
Matthew 5:1-12  
Second Sacred Reading:  
Micah 6:1-8 
Sermon Title: “Do, Love and 
Walk” 

Shepherd Life 
 

DUO LOGOS 

I can’t begin to speak of 2017 without first thank-

ing you for the wonderful Advent and Christmas 

seasons we experienced together this past 

month.  The highlights of the Choir Cantata and 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service lifted our spir-

its as we head into a new year that promises to 

an exciting one.  Thank you especially to Vicki, 

Xuelai, the choir, Abraham, and to the many who 

made our church so festive.  Thank you, also for 

your gifts to the Angel Tree, and to Laura Minnick 

and friends for a tasty Stewardship luncheon. 

So we begin 2017 with a “town hall” event follow-

ing worship on Sunday, January 8 to help our 

congregation engage our Pastoral Search Com-

mittee in ideas about what sort of leader we seek 

to guide us into our future.  The Committee will 

provide an update on its progress.   

This coming year will, indeed, be an interesting 

one, given a new administration in the White 

House and the complexity of major national and 

global issues it will face.  It will be well for us to 

keep in prayer our President, Congress, and state 

leaders as they navigate the often turbulent wa-

ters of government. 

As for us, we will continue to work for peace and 

justice, empowered by the love and strength of a 

God who is still speaking and welcoming all who 

hunger and thirst for that love. 

Blessing to you all in this New Year! 

Pastor Jim  



Town Hall Meeting 

The Search Committee invites you to join us after 
church January 8th to a Town Hall type meeting to   
discuss our Search for a new Pastor.  During this time, 
the Search committee will provide a status and time-
line on where we are on the process of finding a new 
minister.  We would also like the attendees to provide 
your thoughts and desires on the type of Pastor that 
will make SOH the church that we know it can be-
come.   Hope to see you there.  

Good Earth 

Good earth coffee and chocolate sales will be Sunday, 
January 8. Stop by and stock up for the new year. 

ICM 

A few statistics: ICM had over 135,000 client visits in 
2016, nearly 600 Thanksgiving turkeys were distribut-
ed, 300+ children's Christmas wishes were filled 
(more than 10% from SOH!), over 1000 backpacks 
and school supplies were handed out and nearly 1400 
summer lunches for kids were served. The charity 
could not operate without the support of organizations 
like Shepherd of the Hills. Your donations, both finan-
cial and in goods, and volunteer hours, help make it all 
happen. Please keep ICM in your hearts as the new 
year unfolds. 

Shepherd of the Hills Annual Meeting 

Please plan to stay after Worship service on January 
29th for the annual meeting.  With our search for a 
settled pastor under way as well as normal business, 
you will not want to miss this important meeting. 

Thank You 

I would like to thank you for your thoughts, prayers, cards, 
calls, and meals. Charlie moved to Amber Creek Memory 
Care at 11250 N. 92nd St. Scottsdale, AZ 85260 on 
Wednesday,    December 21st and continues to need your 
prayers.  We truly love each of you, too, and always feel 
your presence in our hearts. ~Alice Rice 

A Great Lesson on Stress 
A young lady confidently walked 
around the room with a raised 
glass of water while leading a 
seminar and explaining stress 
management to her audience. 
Everyone knew she was going 
to ask the ultimate question, 
'Half empty or half full?' She 
fooled them all. "How heavy is 
this glass of water?" she in-
quired with a smile. Answers 
called out ranged from 8 oz. to 
20 oz. 
She replied, "The absolute 
weight doesn't matter. It de-
pends on how long I hold it. If I 
hold it for a minute, that's not a 
problem. If I hold it for an hour, 
I'll have an ache in my right 
arm.  If I hold it for a day, you'll 
have to call an ambulance. In 
each case it's the same weight, 
but the longer I hold it, the heav-
ier it becomes."  
She continued, "and that's the 
way it is with stress. If we carry 
our burdens all the time, sooner 
or later, as the burden becomes 
increasingly heavy, we won't be 
able to carry on."  
"As with the glass of water, you 
have to put it down for a while 
and rest before holding it again. 
When we're refreshed, we can 
carry on with the burden - hold-
ing stress longer and better 
each time practiced.  So, as   
early in the evening as you can, 
put all your burdens down. Don't 
carry them through the evening 
and into the night. Pick them up 
again tomorrow if you must.  



 

Super Citrus Saturday 

Save the Date!  Super Citrus Saturday is back!  January 28th from 9 am to 2 pm. St. Mary’s 

Food Bank will be accepting any citrus donations  and will have Volunteers there to help   

unload in our parking lot. 

January Birthdays 
Sue Spahle    January 4th 
Anna Murphy    January 5th 
Ethan Hetrick     January 7th 
Ruth Ramesbottom   January 10th 
Arnold Rosenau    January 11th 
Desi Randall   January 11th 
Lewis Shaw   January 14th 
Tara Welker   January 15th 
Melissa Roper    January 16th 
Rae Turley     January 18th 
Bill Janiga    January 18th 
Richard Becker    January 22nd 
Ann Smith     January 23rd 
Doug Smith   January 25th 
Riley Erickson    January 26th 
Reba Craig     January 27th 
Austin Shackelford    January 28th 
Mary Milne     January 29th 
Mary Jean Wilson    January 31st 

Annual Report Deadline 

All church council committee chairs please have your 
2016 Annual Report to the church office by no later than 
Sunday, January 22nd so the complete report can be 
prepared and collated in time for the Annual meeting.  
The preferred format is digital as they all will be edited for 
the same font, size and format.  Any reports not received 
in time will not be included in the Annual report. 

 
Thank You For Caring 

By Gail Kohler 
Prior to each holiday I remind 
folks to “set an extra place at 
the table.”  Notices are pre-
sented to churches, retirement 
homes and placed under car 
windshield wipers. 
Bingo!  Four people came for-
ward.  Three from our church!  
Nancy Splain, Missy Shackel-
ford and Helen Boorman of-
fered comfort in their homes.  
The fourth invitation was pre-
sented on Thanksgiving day 
from a family of Ministry who 
travel around the world.  They 
reached out to an individual 
who took interest in their 33 
year old son, suffering from de-
pression and living at home.  
Knowledge of N.A.M.I. and the 
name of a new medication was 
passed on to them, enabling 
their son to practice better 
ways to deal with his bipolar 
difficulties.   
The upcoming year brings a 
whole new set of holidays.  Set 
an extra place at the ta-
ble...and engage in a loving 
way to pray it forward. 

Change of Address 
Grace Walraven 
1668 W. Glendale Avenue Apt 206 
Phoenix, AZ 85021 
(602)589-8244 



Thank you 

Thank you to all who called, sent cards, emailed, left gifts and goodies for me this Christ-

mas.  Also thank you for the prayers for my sister in law and aunt recently.  Both are on the 

mend.  I truly appreciate you all and all you do for me!!    ~Vicki Hauser 

January Covenant Group Meetings 
Wise Guys meeting at Shepherd Hall on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10th, with Nadine Smith and Don Corey as co-
hosts.  The time is yet to be announced. 
Second Saturday Covenant Group will meet at Shepherd 
Hall on Saturday, January 14th at 10:00AM.  
Truth Seekers meeting at Shepherd Hall at 1:00 PM on    
Tuesday, January 17th with Lionel and Doris Miles as co
-hosts. 
**Anyone wishing to join a covenant group is welcome to 
any of these meetings.** 
 

Book Club 
The Book Club will meet on Thursday January 19 at 
11:30AM in the Parish House conference room.  We will 
discuss the  book "Hillbilly Elegy"  by J.D. Vance.  Any-
one is welcome to join us.  

Outreach News 

Our Special Offering for January goes to benefit the         
Sojourner Center.  Sojourner Center is a domestic vio-
lence service organization. Sojourner Center provides 
emergency shelter, transitional housing, pet shelter, do-
mestic violence education, safety planning, lay-legal ad-
vocacy, case management, a child development center, 
24-hour crisis hotline, referral services, community edu-
cation and healthcare through an on-site clinic.   This of-
fering will be received on the Sunday January 20th. 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Arizona Marathon 

The 2017 P.F. Chang Rock ‘n’ Roll Arizona Marathon, ½ 
Marathon, 10k and 5k will take place over the weekend of 
January 14-15, 2017.  Because of the subsequent road      
closures, there will be no Sunday Worship service on 
January 15th.  Instead we will have a 5:30PM Worship 
service on Saturday, January 14th.  Please plan to  

attend! 

Thank You from the  
Pastor…. 

Thank you all so much for 
the cards, gifts, and well-
wishes I and my family re-
ceived in this Christmas Sea-
son.  It has been a wonderful 
time to be the Pastor a such 
a loving and generous con-
gregation.    
Thank you, also, for your 
pledges of financial support 
for the coming year.  Your 
contributions keep our minis-
try strong and vital.   
Pastor Jim 



Storm Damage 

Earlier this fall the church building suffered some roof 
damage due to a strong thunderstorm and gusty 
winds that moved through Arcadia in the early morn-
ing ours.  When the staff arrived that morning  the ball 
was set in motion to get repairs started. As we had to 
wait a while for the Insurance adjustor to do his thing, 
to get quotes, to schedule the work etc., our custodi-
an, Abraham Aranda Villa and our Building and 
Grounds Chair, John Schneeman did their best to lay 
tarps and place weights to protect the roof and any-
thing under it from the elements considering we seem 
to be having a relatively wet fall/winter so far.  Above 
and Beyond Roofing finally was able to get out and do 
the repairs the week of the 12th of December.  They 
did a great job and the roof should be good to go for 
years to come! 

 

 

 

Search Committee 

On Sunday, November 13th 
the Shepherd of the Hills con-
gregation commissioned the 
search committee to head the 
search for our new settled pas-
tor.  The committee chair is Bill 
Janiga.  Also on the committee 
are    Austin Shackelford, Larry    
Wilson, Beth Sposito, Judy 
Eighmey and Diana Schnee-
man.  Thank you all for     
heading this important  task. 

Our Talented Choir 



Shepherd of the Hills UCC 
Council Meeting  

Tuesday December 6
th

, 2016 

In attendance: Lisa Laurro, Beth Franco, Carol Shaw, John Schneeman, Laura Minnick, Rev. Jim 
Meadows, Joe Coltman, Austin Shackelford, Tina Bennett, Nancy Splain Not in attendance: 
None, all present (Joel Johnson, Joan Reynolds have recently resigned) 

Opening Devotion-Jim Meadows: 6:38PM 

Approval of Minutes: Approved by council, with edits, via email on November 10
th
, 2016.  

Tina Bennett Proposal: Tina’s 26-year-old son lives with blindness and autism. Her search for 
adequate programs and services in both New York and Arizona. Since her son lives with both con-
ditions, he is excluded by the most part from autism resources and programs as well as programs 
and resources for those living with blindness. In Tina’s search for resources for her son, she has 
come across an organization called K2. This organization has helped her with the formation of a 
501 (c) (3) called Hollywood Heroes that helps Tina organize events for her son and others in simi-
lar circumstances. More information and Tina’s proposal are as follows: 

The website of the organization is K2adventures.org 

Tina is proposing the use of the SOH facilities (particularly the kitchen) 

1x/month for 4 hours approximately 5-10 children 

Ideal starting time would be January 29
th
, 2017 

Currently one of the ovens is not functional and K2 has offered to fix it 

Tina would also like to use the kitchen for baking her goods for the Farmer’s Market. Council 
will table this discussion, because use of the facilities could contradict the Church’s mission 
of non-profit endeavors. 

Council Response: Rev. Meadows, Laura Minnick, and John Schneeman will discuss any possible 
scheduling conflicts and any possible liability issues. Council will make a motion on the proposal 
once the information is gathered. 

Personnel Reviews-Performed by Rev. Jim Meadows 

Vicki Hauser 

Very positive review 

Excellent time management skills 

Did a very good job during pulpit supply and transition times 

Salary review to include a raise 

Current: $17/hr at 35hrs/week 

Joe is proposing a 4% raise  

$1,300/yr raise  

Motion:  Laura Minnick moves to increase Vicki Hauser’s salary 4% retroactive to October to 
represent her current salary year. Motion seconded by Lisa Laurro. Motion passed via 
unanimous council approval. 



Worship & Music-Nancy Splain 

There are many events coming up for the Christmas season including: 

The Cantata during the service on Dec 18th 

Caroling for Church members who cannot usually make it to service. This will take 
place after the service on Sunday Dec 18

th
 

Christmas Eve Service-there will be special music and offerings.  

Christmas Eve Supper-was a well attended event last year with over 60 people and 
will happen again this year 

Christmas Day Service-Since Christmas is on a Sunday this year, the service will be 
very informal with storytelling 

LDS Church has also invited our church to visit their Christmas program “A Chris-
mas Devotional” at 7:00PM on Sunday evening, December 18

th
. 

Pastor’s Report 

The confirmation class has 3 confirmands now 

Vicki is using some vacation time, so we have planned accordingly. 

Conference business with Bill Lyons 

Attended Search Committee meeting-more on report at the end of the minutes 

Stewardship luncheon Dec 11
th
 

There will need to be a customary Interim Pastor 6-month review performed and typically 
the Interim Pastor is contracted on a 3 month basis. However, these options can be 
amended.  

Setting a date for the Annual Congregation Meeting 

Council Meeting to Discuss Budget January 3
rd

, 2017 

Congregation Budget Meeting January 22
nd

, 2017 

Annual Meeting Sunday January 29
th
, 2017 

Treasurer 

Search committee asked for details on Patti and Jim’s finances for projection of a future 
minister’s salary and benefits. 

Financial Report 

2016 Income (through November):  

172K which is 88% of forcasted income with 93% of the year complete 

Quick look at the list shows about $10K left in expected income 

We should end the year at 182K which is 95% of forecast 



2016 Expenses (through November):  

Well under expenses 

Current Surplus of $13K 

Projected finish to 2016: 

Income 248K 

Expenses 240K 

Net Surplus 8K 

Overall we are doing okay, but there is concern about next years pledges and what 
we want to do next year 

Search Committee expenses will need to be factored into the 2017 budget. Last 
search cost $7,500 and $10K for the move, not necessarily what we are planning  

Stewardship Drive 

Thank you to Joe Coltman for putting together the brochure. It is spectacular and has re-
ceived very positive feedback 

2 letters will be sent out by council in December to inform people of the drive and update the 
drive so far.  

Annual Meeting 

Upcoming Council positions with members at their term (no decisions have been made by   
returning members yet): 

Member at large 

Membership  

Outreach  

B&G 

Treasurer  

Buildings & Grounds 

The flat roof of the entry way to the Sanctuary blew off and is being fixed  

New refrigerator in the fellowship hall (John went for the higher quality American made True 
refrigerator about $3,300)  

Scorpions have been a problem at the preschool. Abraham has been hired for extra hours to 
seal and calk entry points.   

Double doors on fellowship hall have been tabled. We are considering a capital campaign to 
cover those expenses.  

Diaconate 

A group of members have been contacted who are in need 

In the process of obtaining updated addresses of a few members who are in need 



Outreach 

The total income for outreach is about half of what we received last year. 

We still have the Ed Eimer fund ($2731 left) to help boost our donations to our partners 

Beth is interested in making a video showing our outreach events for the website. 

Christian Education 

Nothing to report 

Search Committee Update 

After 4 meetings to compose the SOH Church Profile (a 42 page document that trys to cap-
ture the essence of SOH for potential candidates). The first draft was turned in in late No-
vember and feedback has been given by the Search Committee coach Jayne Hubbard as 
well as from Rev. Meadows. The council still has much work to be done on the document 
but is working diligently to finish in a timely manner.  

Results from survey compiled and the Search Committee will host a town hall meeting on 
Sunday January 8

th
, 2017 after the service to discuss the results of the survey and to gain 

congregation feedback on the search.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:49PM 

These minutes are respectfully and enthusiastically submitted, 

Austin J. Shackelford, Clerk 



January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:00am Worship 
Happy New year 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

2 
OFFICE CLOSED 
New Year Holiday 
Observed 
 
 
8:00pm AA @ 
Fellowship Hall 

3 
 
6:30pm Church 
Council Meeting 
 
6:30pm AA & 
Alanon @ 
Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Alateen in 
Library 

4 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
5:00pm Marshallese 
New Year  
Celebration 
 
6:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

5 
 
 
 
5:00pm Marshallese 
New Year  
Celebration 

6 
10:00am Bridge 
 
 
5:00pm Marshallese 
New Year  
Celebration 

7 
8:30am Yoga 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 
5:00pm  
Marshallese  
New Year  
Celebration 
 

8 
10:00am Worship 
Town Hall Meeting 
after Worship 
Good Earth Sales 
after Worship 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

9 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Good Earth 
Meeting 
 
8:00pm AA @ 
Fellowship Hall 

10 
7:00am Men’s 
Breakfast at 
Randy’s 
Time TBA        
Wiseguys Covenant 
Group @  
Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm AA & 
Alanon @ 
Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Alateen in 
Library 

11 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Girl Scouts 

13 
10:00am Bridge 

14 
8:30am Ballet 
10:00am 2nd Satur-
day Covenant 
Group 
11:00am Harry 
Magill  
Memorial Service 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
5:30pm Worship 

15 
No Sunday       
Services due to 
Road Closures for 
PF CHANG  
Rock-n-Roll  
Marathon 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

16 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Martin Luther King 
Day 
 
 
8:00pm AA @ 
Fellowship Hall 

17 
 
1:00pm  
Truthseekers  
Covenant Group @ 
Fellowship Hall 
6:30pm AA & 
Alanon @ 
Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Alateen in 
Library 

18 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

19 
11:30am Book Club  

20 
10:00am Bridge 

21 
8:30am Yoga 
 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 

22 
10:00am Worship 
Budget hearing 
after Worship 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

23 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA @ 
Fellowship Hall 

24 
 
6:30pm AA & 
Alanon @ 
Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Alateen in 
Library 

25 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 

26 27 
10:00am Bridge 

28 
8:30am Yoga 
9:00am-2:00pm 
Super Citrus  
Saturday 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 

29 
10:00am Worship 
Annual Meeting 
after Worship 
10:00am-2:00pm 
K2 Kids-Fellowship 
Hall 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

30 
9:00am ICM pick up 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA @ 
Fellowship Hall 

31 
 
6:30pm AA & 
Alanon @ 
Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm Alateen in 
Library 

 7:00am 
Monday-Saturday 
1st Light AA Meets 
in Fellowship Hall 

  


