
March 2017March 2017  
Sermon Themes 
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March 5 First Sunday in 

Lent 

Sacred Reading:  

Matthew 4:1-11 

Meditation and Video: 

“Redemption of the  

Prosecutor” 

March 12 Second Sunday in 

Lent   

Sacred Reading:  

John 3:1-10, 16-17 

Meditation and Video:   

“Rebirth on the Field” 

March 19 Third Sunday in 

Lent 

Sacred Reading:  

John 13:34-35  

Meditation and Video:  

“Desert Wedding” 

March 26 Fourth Sunday in 

Lent 

Sacred Reading:  

1 John 3:18-19a  

Meditation and Video:   

“Love in Hiding” 

Shepherd Life 
 

 

DUO LOGOS 

 

I don’t remember much of anything about Lent as I was 

growing up.  My family attended a “Community” church 

and Lent wasn’t emphasized.  I do recall Maundy 

Thursday, and, of course, Easter Sunday.  My sisters 

and I got new outfits to wear, and we always had a pic-

ture taken of our family on the front lawn. 

 

It wasn’t until seminary that I really learned about Lent 

and the practice of “giving something up” for it: choco-

late, soda, or some other decadent pleasure.  It all 

sounded kind of silly to me at first, but I soon realized 

that  making a sacrifice, even a simple one,  in recogni-

tion of this holy season can be meaningful.   

 

One Lenten season, Georgiana and I gave up TV.  We 

almost missed the entire Gulf War, at least the televi-

sion coverage of it.  What a pity!  It was then that I real-

ized how difficult it is to avoid TV’s.  They seem to be 

everywhere: doctor’s office waiting rooms, bars and 

restaurants, beauty shops, even on gas pumps.  

 

We learned that we really CAN survive without televi-

sion, at least for a time.  We can get the news in many 

other places, and there plenty of good books to read.   

 

So I invite you to come up with something you can do 

to recognize this season of Jesus’ passion, death, and 

resurrection.  You might be surprised at what you will 

learn. 

 

In His Service, 

 

Pastor Jim 



HUMOR IS THE BEST  
MEDICINE…. 

It was Palm Sunday but be-
cause of a sore throat, 5-year-
old Johnny stayed home from 
church with a sitter. When the 
family returned home, they were 
carrying several palm fronds. 
Johnny asked them what they 
were for.  "People held them 
over Jesus' head as he walked 
by," his father told him.  
"Wouldn't you know it," Johnny 
fumed, "the one Sunday I don't 
go and he shows up." 

 
 

 
 
 

GOOD EARTH 

Good Earth chocolate and coffee sales will be March 5. Please 
stop by our table.  

ICM FOOD & CLOTHING BANK 

ICM impacts approximately 10,000 individuals each month. 
Most of these folks work but don't earn enough to make ends 
meet. Many are elderly, trying to raise grandchildren on fixed 
incomes, many are veterans or newly released from incarcera-
tion, some are cognitively or physically challenged. As great as 
the need for clothing and housewares is, the need for financial 
funding continues. The opportunity to donate under the Arizona 
Charitable Tax Credit ($800 couples, $400 singles), continues 
thru the April tax deadline.  Any amount you can donate, up to 
those limits, will be returned to you by the state of Arizona. 
Ninety six cents of each dollar donated goes to client services. 
If you can help, please do. 

LIVES IN TRANSITION 

VIDEO SERIES FOR LENT 

A video series entitled “Lives in Transformation” will be present-
ed each Sunday in worship during Lent beginning Sunday, 
March 5.  In this series, we will hear the stories of how the lives 
of a state prosecutor, a professional baseball player, a 
“Bridezilla”, a big brother and others were changed amidst diffi-
cult experiences.     

Plan on joining us as we travel through this holy season, and 
prepare for Jesus’ passion and resurrection.   

 

HELLO 

Rev. Don Heinrich called last month and wished that a message 
be extended to the congregation telling everyone hello and let-
ting all know he and Polly are doing well. 

 

EASTER LILIES 
The Worship & Music Committee invites you to 
remember/honor a loved one by sponsoring an 
Easter lily.  The cost is $15.  Forms will be availa-
ble in the narthex, in the Church Office and in 
your Sunday bulletin in  a couple next few weeks.  

Deadline to purchase is April 5th.  All lilies must be paid for at time 
of order. 

 

Peter Williams, Stephen Fuller, 
Darrell Smith and Hugh Hull  
making their way to church on a 
recent rainy Sunday morning. 



DELEGATES TO THE SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE 
ANNUAL MEETING 

The Southwest Conference UCC is holding its Annual 
Meeting in Albuquerque, NM on May 5-6.  Shepherd of 
the Hills is allowed 2 delegates to represent us at this 
meeting.  If you are interested in attending as a delegate 
or visitor, please contact Rev. Meadows or Moderator 
Laura Minnick.  The cost of registration, transportation, 
housing and meals will be covered for official delegates.   

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
We will be receiving new members into our fellowship on 
Sunday March 12th with a welcome reception to follow.  
Be sure to be with us on this special day! 

 

PHOENIX WOMEN’S CHORUS 
A Dinner Auction benefitting the Phoenix Women’s Cho-
rus will take place Saturday, March 25th at 6:00pm at 
the Sheraton Phoenix Airport Hotel.  More info is availa-
ble in the church office.  The Phoenix Women's Chorus 
will be performing two concerts at SOH in May. 

 

SECOND SATURDAY COVENANT GROUP 
The Second Saturday Covenant group will meet on Sat-
urday, March 11th in the Fireplace Room at 10:30AM. 

WISE GUYS COVENANT GROUP 
Wise Guys Covenant group will meet on Tuesday, 
March 14th at 7:00 pm at the home of Doc and Mary Kay 
Smith.  

TRUTHSEEKERS COVENANT GROUP 
The Truth will meet Tuesday, March 21st at 1:00 pm in 
the Fireplace room.  Dan and Liz Mullen will host the 
meeting. 
All Covenant Groups are open to anyone wishing to join. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Calling all Shepherd Men!  The Men’s Breakfast group 
will meet Tuesday, March 14th at 7:00AM at Randy’s 
Restaurant~7904 E Chaparral Rd, Scottsdale, AZ.  Join 
us for some good food and fellowship! 
 

BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club will meet Thursday, March 16th at 
11:30AM in the Parish house.  Anyone wishing to attend 
is welcome.  Bring your lunch and a book to share about. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March Birthdays 
Grace Walraven 
 March 4th 
Lyn Shepherd  
 March 5th 
Judy Eighmey 
 March 5th 
Missy Shackelford  
 March 5th 
Eileen Spahle 
 March 5th 
Bill Wallace 
 March 6th 
Mavis Erdmann 
 March 14th 
Michael Curtis 
 March 15th 
Tally Thompson 
 March 18th 
Peter Williams 
 March 18th 
Dave Sprentall 
 March 18th 
Nancy Splain  
 March 19th 
Maxwell Hall 
 March 19th 
Ray Sorenson 
 March 20th 
McKenzie Trickel 
 March 21st 
Gloria Schmidt 
 March 22nd 
Gloria Chaya  
 March 24th 
Donald Corey 
 March 26th 
Lauren Schweizer 
 March 27th 
Sandra Erickson 
 March 29th 
Zachary Hart 
 March 29th 



OUTREACH NEWS 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  
OFFERING MARCH 26th 

Words cannot capture the anguish of people when they 
lose everything in a disaster or have to leave it behind 
while fleeing war or conflict. Through One Great Hour of 
Sharing, lives are literally changed daily. Your support 
provides clean water, food, medicines, shelter, 
healthcare, education and so much more. One Great 
Hour of Sharing Supports partners in countries with min-
istries that fund both international and domestic disaster 
response. It is administered by Wider Church Ministries, 
Global Sharing of Resources. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
March 19th 

American Red Cross will be bringing the Bloodmobile 
Sunday March 19th from 8 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Invite your 
neighbors and friends to donate to help make the impact 
even greater. To make an appointment call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or log on to www.redcrossblood.org and use 
Sponsor Code: shepherd. Give the Gift of Life! 
 

OUTREACH BUDGET APPROVED 
The council voted to approve the distribution of the 2017 
Outreach Budget. Please review the attached Council 
minutes for the details. 
 

UGANDAN KIDS CHOIR 
Interested in seeing what’s new with the Ugandan Kids 
Choir that visited SOH last year?  There are copies of 
their most recent blog in the magazine/brochure rack in 
the church narthex.  You can also request a copy by 
emailing the church office at sohucc@gmail.com. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
Thank you Shepherd friends and family for your        
generosity.  We collected $561 for our “Welcoming the 
Stranger” offering on February 19th to aid in refugee 
care and resettlement. 

 



 

Summary of  Annual Meeting Proceedings 
by Lew Shaw 

 

At the Church annual meeting held following services on January 29, the Congregation approved a 
balanced budget for 2017 and elected Jeanne Roper to the Church Council, with Laura Minnick an-
nouncing that she would continue as Moderator until a successor can be found. 
 

Jeanne Roper, who previously served as Moderator, will take over the Membership portfolio. Con-
tinuing to serve on the Council are Joe Coltman, Treasurer; Austin Shackelford, Clerk; John 
Schneeman, Buildings & Grounds; Nancy Splain, Worship and Music; Carol Shaw, Diaconate; and 
Beth Franco, Outreach. Vacant positions remaining to be filled are Vice Moderator, Stewardship 
and Member-at-large. 
 

Moderator Laura Minnick reviewed the highlights of the past year, which included the departure of 
Rev. Patti Aurand, the arrival of interim pastor, Jim Meadows, and the appointment of a Search 
Committee to seek out a new minister. 
 

Treasurer Joe Coltman reported that income for the year came to $269,471, and expenses amount-
ed to $239,787, providing a surplus of $29,684, which he said was primarily due to two factors: the 
fact that the Church operated for three months without a fulltime pastor, and judicious oversight by 
the committees and staff in keeping expenditures under budget.  
 

Approximately 75% of the 2016 surplus ($22,000) will be carried forward as income in balancing the 
2017 budget. While Joe anticipated another surplus in 2017, he warned that membership giving has 
eroded over the years, and that the Church will likely be faced with some major capital expenses in 
the foreseeable future that will be needed to maintain and upgrade Church facilities. 
 

John Schneeman listed the replacements and improvements made to the physical plant during the 
past year, which involved work on the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, Parish House, Pre-School build-
ing, parking lot and sprinkler system. 
 

The Outreach Committee under the leadership of Beth Franco had another busy year as Church 
members were involved in a number of activities benefiting some 16 local non-profit organizations. 
The Outreach program made financial contributions totaling $22,899, including $7,471 from Special 
Offerings. 
 

Worship & Music under Nancy Spain was another active committee as it is responsible for support-
ing the worship services and coordinating the music and choir, liturgists, ushers, greeters, commun-
ion, Sanctuary decorations and related special activities, such as the appearance of the Ugandan 
Kids Choir. 
 

Carol Shaw’s Diaconate Committee provides a connection on behalf of the Congregation with those 
in need of help and support in times of stress and upheaval, or who are unable to maintain a physi-
cal presence with the Church, but continue to be loyal members. 
 

Included in the Annual Report distributed to those in attendance were an update on the Hills School 
by Director Nola Enge, and brief summaries of the Christian Education and Personnel committees. 
The Pre-School is run as an independent business that pays annual rent of roughly $27,600 to the 
Church. The Church does subsidize the School as part of its mission and covers some of its 
maintenance expenses. 
 

Joe Coltman was credited with producing a new Church brochure which will be used to introduce 
prospective members to Shepherd of the Hills. The active membership currently stands at 212. 



Please welcome your 2017 Church Council 
Laura Minnick-Interim Moderator 

Joe Coltman-Treasurer 
Austin Shackelford-Clerk 

John Schneeman-Building & Grounds 
Beth Franco-Outreach 
Carol Shaw-Diaconate 

Jeanne Roper-Membership 
Stephen Fuller-Christian Ed. 

Thank you for serving! 

Council Vacancies 
 

If you feel lead to volunteer to be a part of 
your Church leadership, please contact a 
member of Council.  There are a number of 
positions available on the Council:  
Moderator, Vice Moderator (pending a Mod-
erator nomination), Member at Large and 
Worship & Music 

I was asked to write about this gathering after speaking about it on a recent Sunday.  

The Women's March on Washington sparked marches nationwide to raise awareness 
of myriad issues.  My daughter and I marched in Phoenix. As a follow-up, the national 
march organizers suggested we hold local "Huddles" to create grass roots advocacy 
groups. 

Like many of you, I found my place of worship at Shepherd through the preschool and 
the Parenting Group. Some of us still meet informally and one of the members suggest-

ed we host one of these huddles. On a Thursday, we reserved the Fireplace Room for the handful 
of people we expected. But by Friday night, we had RSVPs for 60. Jim was kind enough to approve 
my urgent weekend night request for a larger space. 

Arcadia showed up! With little time to plan, Jill Thomas, Allison Edwards and I welcomed our guests 
to Shepherd and we all rolled up our sleeves. We followed the Indivisible Guide, a document creat-
ed in December by former congressional staffers, "to demystify the heck out of Congress and build 
a vibrant community of angelic troublemakers". It has been downloaded over a million times, help-
ing citizens to encourage members of Congress in the Senate and House to represent all of us.  

You may have an advocacy interest in poverty, education, the environment, refugees, immigrants or 
other relevant news of the day. If you are also an "angelic troublemaker" please feel  welcome to 
join us.   As always, our thanks to Shepherd of the Hills for the ministry of space! 

Grateful….Again 

By Gail Kohler 

I Love our church!  When I was a little girl, I believed that church was a sanctuary, a place to go for 
truth and comfort...A place for lost lambs. 

As an adult having experienced church outside of UCC, I discovered that many were just big busi-
nesses, not places of refuge. 

So where can one go to recoup from the harsh strategies of today?  Big walls.  Prejudice.  Discrimi-
nation.  Talking to friends isn’t always healing as some support the leader of dissension.  Turning 
on T.V. talk host, Steven Colbert, might garner a few chuckles, but his humor becomes banal after 
a while. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to belong to a church that has a pastor who participates in protesting outrage by 
carrying a sign?  Hey, we do! 

I remember hearing the president comment, when he was campaigning, that pastors ought to be 
able to tell their parishioners how to feel.   Do you suppose he got to our pastor?  Aaaaghh! Said 
Lucy (or Linus or Peanuts.  When you’re 80 it’s hard to remember) Of course not. 

I find comfort in the rule that guides!  Love God with all your heart and soul and love your neighbor 
as yourself.  Hey, we’re doing that.  I love our church! 



Shepherd of the Hills UCC 
Council Meeting  

Tuesday February 7, 2017 
 
In attendance: Jeanne Roper, Nancy Splain, Carol Shaw, Laura Minnick, Rev. Jim  
Meadows, Beth Franco, Stephen Fuller, Joe Coltman, Austin Shackelford Not in  
attendance: John Schneeman 
 

Opening Prayer: Jim Meadows at 6:33 PM 
 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the January 3rd, 2017 Council Meeting were approved  
via email on January 23rd, 2017. They will be made available in the narthex and will be  
attached to the latest edition of Shepherd Life.  
 

Committee Updates 
Pastor’s Report- Rev. Jim Meadows 
Upcoming UCC 101 PowerPoint Presentation will be on Sunday Feb 12th for anyone who 
would like a refresher on the UCC foundations, missions, and visions.  
Vicki will be off President’s Day (Monday Feb 20th) and the Tuesday after (2/21/17).  
The Ash Wednesday service is right around the corner: Wednesday March 1st at 6:30PM.  
There will be a reception for new members on Sunday March 12th during Worship. 
The Church will be looking for representatives to send to the Southwest Conference  
Annual Meeting in Albuquerque, NM. It will be held on Friday May 5th and Saturday  
May 6th.  
Tina Bennett’s organization K2 has begun to utilize the Fellowship Hall kitchen for  
her work that was discussed and approved in previous council meetings.  
Abraham will be on leave from Monday Feb 20th thru Friday March 3rd. John Schneeman 
has made arrangements to fill his duties.  
Earth Day will be the Sunday after Easter (4/23/17).  
Worship & Music-Nancy Splain 
The use of videos during the service has been a welcome addition for Congregants and 
members of the committee are planning on putting more together. 
The organ has been producing more static lately so we will investigate further. 
Treasurer 
January 2017:  
Income: $54,068. This number includes carry over from pre-paid pledges in 2016.  
Expenses: $21,209. A majority of the expenses have come from Utilities, Maintenance, and  
Staff expenses.  
Proposed $7K of this net surplus should towards replacement funds and search committee 
expenses.  
Consolidated Funds are currently spread out over a number of accounts and have vague 
definitions for their use. Joe is looking to clarify and restructure these accounts for more 
ease of use in the future.  
Mission Spending-more on this will be discussed in the Outreach portion of the meeting. 
Contract with The Hills-The Hills has indicated that they are interested in a longer-term, 
signed agreement with SOH. Joe will be taking the lead on this task and discussions with 
The Hills.   
Buildings & Grounds-Laura Minnick (John Schneeman Absent) 



John has assumed the role of HOA president and will be absent one Council meeting 
per quarter.  Dishwasher- It was discovered during family promise that the dishwasher is down. 
Repair will be looked into.  
Membership-Jeanne Roper 
Reaching out- Jeanne would like to start her term as membership chair by sending out 
personal letters to people we haven’t seen in a while. Joe recently was looking at the 
membership roles and will help Jeanne with a list.   Greeters- Jeanne would like to pick up the 
program once again 
Diaconate-Carol Shaw 
Carole has received Kristen Barner’s address if people would like to reach out to her 
via regular mail. (She is currently not responding to email and phone calls)  Continues to reach 
out to those on the prayer list 
Christian Education-Stephen Fuller 
Welcome to Stephen who will be taking over as chair of this committee. Stephen has 
also mentioned that Alice Rice agreed to help and be on the committee.  One of Stephen’s main 
action items will be to reach out to the recovery community and in doing so use the Church van 
with a newly branded, magnetic advertising sign.  Joe Coltman mentioned that he could help 
put something together.  Another idea Stephen mentioned is to host an open mic night at the 
Church.  During this discussion the idea of rebranding the church logo and letterhead was  
presented. A new logo would be simplified and modernized to capture the trends of 
other thriving churches.  Council will discuss possible options in future meetings. 
Outreach-Beth Franco 
Beth is excited to share that 2017 will be the first increase in the Outreach budget 
since 2009!  February’s Special Offering-will be switching to a cause to support the  refugee  
community.   Presentation and approval of the planned outreach funds for 2017:  
$10,000 to Our Church’s Wider Mission-75% stays in UCC Southwest Conference, 25% 
goes to UCC National $2,322 in Per Capita Dues to the UCC Southwest Conference (total 
amount of customary dues based on the size of our membership) 
$1800 ICM 
$1000 VIP 
$508 Childcare World Wide/Ugandan Kids Choir 
$370 Miscellaneous Planned Outreach 
$16K total  
MOTION: Nancy Splain moves to accept the stated disbursement of Outreach funds for the year 
2017. Joe Coltman second. All approved. Motion PASSED via unanimous approval.  

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Laura Minnick and a second by Austin Shackelford. All ap-
proved and the meeting adjourned at 7:39PM. 
Next meeting: Tuesday March 7th, 2017 at 6:30 PM in the Parish Office.  
 

These minutes are enthusiastically and respectfully submitted, 
 

Austin J. Shackelford, Clerk  
 



March 2017March 2017  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
Monday thru  
Saturday 7:00 AM-
First Light AA-
Fellowship Hall 

 
 
Every 
Tuesday Night 
6:30PM-AA 
6:30PM-Alanon 
7:00PM-Alateen 

 1 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
6:30pm Ash 
Wednesday Service 
8:00PM AA,  
Fellowship Hall 

2 
 
 
 
5:00pm Arcadia 
Resists-Fellowship 
Hall 

3 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 
 
 
 

4 
8:30am Yoga 
 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 
 

5 
10:00am Worship-
Communion 
Good Earth Sales 
after Worship 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

6 
 
 
7:00pm Good Earth 
Meeting, Parish 
House 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
6:30pm Church 
Council, Parish 
House 

8 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 
 
8:00PM AA,  
Fellowship Hall 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Girl Scouts-
Fellowship Hall 

10 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 

11 
8:30am Ballet 
 
10:30am 2nd Satur-
day Covenant 
Group, Fireplace 
Room 
 

1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 

12 
10:00am Worship 
Reception of New 
Members 
 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

13 
 
9:00am ICM pick up 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
7:00am Men’s 
Breakfast at 
Randy’s 
 
 
7:00pm Wiseguys 
Covenant Group 

15 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 
 
8:00PM AA,  
Fellowship Hall 

16 
11:30am Book Club 
 
 
 
5:00-8:00PM 
Camelback Estates 
HOA Meeting-
Fellowship Hall 

17 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 

18 
8:30am Yoga 
 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 

19 
10:00am Worship 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 
Bloodmobile at 
SOH 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
1:00pm  
Truthseekers,  
Covenant Group  
 

22 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 
8:00PM AA,  
Fellowship Hall 

23 
 
 
5:00pm Arcadia 
Resists-Fellowship 
Hall 

24 
10:00am Bridge, 
Parish House 

25 
8:30am Yoga 
 
1:00pm UAA  
Classes 
 
3:00pm K2 Kids 
 

26 
10:00am Worship 
 
 
1:30pm  
Marshallese  
Worship 

27 
 
9:00am ICM pick up 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 

29 
10:00am Wednes-
day Wanderings 
6:30pm Choir  
Rehearsal 
8:00PM AA,  
Fellowship Hall 

30 
 
 
 
5:00pm Arcadia 
Resists-Fellowship 
Hall 

31 
10:00AM Bridge, 
Parish House 

 



Shepherd of the Hills Congregational                    
United Church of Christ 
5524 E. Lafayette Blvd. 
Phoenix, AZ 85018-4599 
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